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-	 REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 


DEPARTMENTOF ENVIRONMENTAND NATURALRESOURCES 
DEPARTMENTOF THE INTERKDRAND LOCALWVERNMENT 

MAY 1 9 2003 

JOINT DENR-DILG MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR 
NO.2003 - 0/ 

SUBJECT: 	 Strengthening and Institutionalizing the DENR-DILG-LGU 
Partnership on Devolved and Other Forest Management Functions 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and the 
Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) realize the need for the 
involvement of local government units (LGUs) in managing forestland resources in line 

h t h  existing laws. The collaboration and partnership between DENR and DlLG in 
supporting LGUs to protect, develop, and manage forestland resources will improve the 
overall health of the Philippine environment, uplift the socio-economic condition of 
upland communities, conserve biodiversity, strengthen food and fiber security, and 
stabilize the supply of water from watersheds. 

Various laws and policies call for the effective partnership between the DENR 
and LGUs. Republic Act ~0 .~7160  otherwise known as the Local Government Code of 
1991 devolved certain forest management fi~nctions to LGUs. DENR issued Department 
Administrative Order No. 92-30 entitled "Guidelines for the Transfer and Implementation 
of DENR Functions Devolved to the Local Government Units." In 1998, DENR and DlLG 
issued Joint Memorandum Circular No. 98-01 entitled "Manual of Procedures for DENR- 
DILG-LGU Partnership on Devolved and Other Forest Management Functions". 

To accelerate the collaboration, partnership, coordination and institutionalization 
of the working relationships among these agencies and units of government, the 
following guidelines and instructions are hereby issued. 

Section 1. Operationalization and Institutionalization of the DENR-DILG-LO& 
National Steering Committee 

The National Steering Committee (NSC) provided for in Sec. 6.1 of JMC 98-01 
shall now be convened without further delay. 

In its first meeting, the NSC shall forge a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
between and among its member institutions specifying their respective roles and 
functions, their internal rules of business, the composition, roles and functions of the 
National Technical Working Group (NWG), and their commitments to the partnership. 



'The Director, Forest Management Bureau, as Head of NTWG, shall make the 
necessary preparations to convene and activate the NSC. The NSC shall formulate 
policies and programs and establish necessary lir~kages with other pertinent agencies 
and sectors towards strengthening and institutionalizing this partnership. 

Section 2. Operationalization and Institutionalization of the Partnerships at the 
Field Level 

The Regional Executive Director of DENR in collaboration with its counterpart 
DILG Regional Director shall organize and develop strategies and work plans for 
supporting the partnership in their respective jurisdictions. The Provincial Environment 
and Natural Resources Officers (PENRO), the Corrlmur~ity Environment and Natural 
Resources Officers (CENRO), their counterparts in the DILG, and the heads of the 
various leagues shall meet with the elected provincial governors and mayors in their 
respective areas to operationalize the partnership within their respective jurisdictions, 
following pertinent guidelines set by the NSC and I or the regional directors. 

The DENR officers concerned shall initiate the coordination and meetings with 
the DILG and LGUs. 

The partnership shall be evidenced by a MOA to be signed by the concerned 
DENR, DILG, LGU officials and their Leagues. The MOA shall specify the roles and 
functions of the parties, their internal rules of business, the composition, roles and 
functions of the Technical Working Group, and their commitments to the partnership. 

Section 3. Priority Concerns in Operationalizing the Partnership and 
Collaboration between and among DENR, DILG, LGUs, and the 
Leagues 

The following shall be the priority concerns of the partnership: 

3.1 Technical 

a. The identification, delineation and establishment of communal 
community watersheds, greenbelts, tree parks, reforestation areas and other 
co-management areas, as may be defined by regulations. 

clearly specified. 

b. The undertaking of transparent, accountable and participatory forest land use 
planning for each LGU (or collection of contiguous LGUs) in which the roles 
and responsibilities of national and local agencies and other sectors are 

c. The devolution of the management of forest land areas based on approved 
LGU forest land use plans (FLUPs). 

1 










