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MNR ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 
No. Jj 
Ser ies o f  1982 

SUBJECT: Regulat ions 9 v e r n i n g  the  c o l l  e c t i o n  
o f g s  i n  t he  prov ince 
o f  Tawi-Tawi and r e i t e r a t i n g  the  du t i es  
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  Deputy Conser- 
v a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  and Deputy Game Wardens. 

To e f f e c t i v e l y  implement t he  P res iden t ' s  des i re  t o  conserve 
m r i n e  t u r t l e s  as embodied i n  Execut ive Order No. 542 dated June 
26, 1979, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  guide1 i nes  and regu la t i ons  concerning the  
gather ing o f  marine t u r t l e  eggs s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t he  res idents  o f  
the prov ince o f  Tawi-Tawi, who are l a r g e l y  dependent on marine 
t u r t l e  eggs f o r  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d ,  a re  hereby promulgated f o r  s t r i c t  
compliance o f  a1 1 cencerned. 

1. DISPOSITION OF MARINE TURTLE EGGS 

A t  l e a s t  one Task Force Pawikan O f f i c e r  s h a l l  be 
assigned i n  each m u n i c i p a l i t y  t o  i nsu re  t h a t  adequate 
q u a n t i t y  o f  t u r t l e  eggs are l e f t  untouched f o r  ha tch ing  
i n t o  t u r t l e s  t h a t  w i l l  grow t o  m a t u r i t y .  

1.1 T h i r t y  (30) percent o f  t h e  eggs l a i d  s h a l l  be 
reserved f o r  p reserva t ion  purposes, w h i l e  t e n  
(10) percent maybe gathered and the  proceeds 
hereof  s h a l l  be g iven t o  the  Tawi-Tawi Marine 
T u r t l e  Conservation Foundation t o  be organized. 

1.2 The remaining s i x t y  (60) percent  o f  t he  eggs may 
be gathered by au thor ized permi t tees under the  
superv is ion o f  a TFP o f f i c e r ,  prov ided a munic ipal  
f e e  per egg gathered s h a l l  be pa id  t o  the  munic i -  
p a l i t y ,  t h e  amount o f  which f e e  s h a l l  be determined 
by t h e  Sanguniang Bayan o f  t he  m u n i c i p a l i t y .  

2. REQUIREMENT FOR PERMITTEES 

It s h a l l  be deemed i l l e g a l  f o r  any person t o  gather  
t u r t l e  eggs w i thou t  a permit .  Said permi t  maybe issued under 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  condi'tions: 

2.1 App l icant  i s  a F i l i p i n o  c i t i z e n  and o f  l ega l  age. 
. . 

2.2 App l icant  i s  a bonaf ide res iden t  o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  
f o r  a t  l e a s t  one year  and a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  o f  t he  
same m u n i c i p a l i t y .  

2.3 App l icant  has no pending c r im ina l  charges. 

2.4 App l icant  i s  n o t  a f f i l i a t e d ,  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  
w i t h  the  Task Force Pawikan. 

2.5 The governor o r  h i s  du l y  au thar ized representa t ive  
c e r t i f i e s  t o  the v e r a c i t y  o f  paragraphs 2.1 - 2.4 
above, f o r  each app l icant .  



3. PERMIT 

The following guidelines shall  be observed in the 
issuance of permit t o  gather marine t u r t l e  eggs. 

3.1 Permit t o  gather k r t l e  eggs maybe issued only by 
the of f ice  of the  Minister t h r u  his duly authorized 
representative i n  the municipality such as the Task 
F O ~ C ~ ( T F P )  Personnel. 

3.2 P e n i t  t o  gather eggs shall  be issued only to  those 
who f u l f i l l  the requirements s ta ted i n  paragraph 2 
hereof f r ee  of charge. Only one permit per indivi- 
dual shall  be allowed and each permit i s  valid only 
from Apri 1 to December, renewable year1 y. 

3.3 The number of permits t o  be issued i n  each municipa- 
l i t y  shall  be limited to  .a number which the estimated 
to ta l  number of eggs can amply supply such t h a t  the  
benefit  from t u r t l e  eggs maybe dis t r ibuted t o  as many 
people a s  possible without sacr i f ic ing economy of 
scale of operation per person. However, i f  i n  the  
opinion of Task Force Pawikan o f f i ce r  in charge of 
the  area,  the determined l imi t  of the  number of per- 
mits t o  be issued i s  l e s s  than the number of appli-  
cants,  then a l l  qual i f ied applicants shall  be sub- 
jected t o  a l o t t e ry  t o  determine who among them shall  
be given a permit. 

3.4 Application f o r  permit t o  gather t u r t l e  eggs f o r  the 
year 1982 may be made only t o  the end of September 
1982. Permits a f t e r  1982 maybe applied f o r  from 
January 2 t o  March 31 of each year and permits a re  
valid only from April 1 t o  December 31 of the  same 
year. 

4. SCHEME OF IMPLEMENTATION 

4.1 The Task Force Pawikan of f icer  in charge i n  each 
municipality shall  prepare a weekly schedule f o r  
t u r t l e  egg gatherers t o  be posted a t  the town hall 
every thursday afternoon f o r  the succeeding week, 
copy furnished the key local pol ice and mili tary 
o f f i c i a l s  in the  municipality. The schedule shall  - 
include among other things the foJlowing information: 

4.1.1 Updated l i s t  of permittees. 

4.1.2 Dai'ly limit of t u r t l e  eggs t o  be collected 
by each permittee which shall 'be determined 
by the Task Force Pawikan o f f i ce r  assigned. 

4.1.3 Place and time of assembly f o r  each day of 
the succeeding week t o  be determined by the 
Task Force Pawi kan. 

4.1.4 Specific island o r  nesting s i t e  where t u r t l e  
egg gathering will be permitted fo r  each day 
of the  week. 

4.1.5 I f  necessary, the deployment arrangement fo r  
each group of pernit tees f o r  each day of the  
week. 



4.2 The permi t tees s h a l l  be grouped by the  Task Force 
Pawikan o f f i c e r  i n  charge o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  a t  
a minimum o f  f o u r  (4) permi t tees per pa r t y ,  t o  be 
accompanied by a t  l e a s t  one TFP personnel t o  the  
designated gather ing  s i t e .  Any permi t tee  gather- 
i n g  t u r t l e  eggs i n d i v i d u a l l y  ou ts ide  o f  a group 
s h a l l  be considered i l l e g a l  and h i s  permi t  maybe 
withdrawn o r  suspended. 

4.3 Permit tees s h a l l  endeavor t o  assign work e q u i t a b l y  
among t h e  members o f  each groups du r ing  t h e  egg 
gather ing  operat ion and then agree on the  shar ing 
o f  t h e  proceeds which should p re fe rab l y  be d i v ided  
equa l ly  among each p a r t i c i p a t i n g  permi t tee.  

4.4 Nests in tended f o r  p reserva t ion  purposes as de ter -  
mined by the  Task Force Pawikan o f f i c e r  concerned 
s h a l l  n o t  be touched, dug nor  d is tu rbed i n  any 
manner. 

4.5 A f t e r  every d igg ing  o f  each nest,  t h e  permi t tees 
are  requ i red  t o  dump back sand i n t o  t h e  ho le  and 
l e v e l  i t  neat ly .  Ne i ther  should t h e  surroundings 
be tampered nor  anyth ing be l e f t  on t h e  ground t h a t  
would o b s t r u c t  the  f r e e  passage o f  t u r t l e s  i n  t h e i r  
nes t ing  movements. 

4.6 A f t e r  the  egg c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  the  day has been made, 
t h e  permi t tees s h a l l  proceed t o  t h e  designated assem- 
b l y  p lace  where t h e  eggs w i l l  be counted and necessa- 
r y  fees paid. A Task Force Pawikan personnel w i l l  
oversee t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  and count ing o f  t u r t l e  eggs 
then endorse t h e  actual  count t o  t h e  Municipal 
Treasurer f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  municipal fees. 

4.7 Only author ized equipment f o r  d igg ing  s h a l l  be used 
i n  t h e  ga ther ing  opera t ion  such as probing rod  ( 4  
i nch  diameter and 1 meter long),  shovels, sand 
scoopers and t rowe ls  t h a t  maybe approved by the  
Task Force Pawikan o f f i c e r  assigned i n  t h e  area. 

4.8 The municipal Treasurer s h a l l  be he ld  responsib le 
f o r  the  c o l l e c t i o n  and safekeeping o f  t h e  munic ipal  
fees which maybe paid i n  t h e  form o f  t u r t l e  eggs 
o r  i n  cash. 

5. DEPUTY CONSERVATION OFFICERS AND DEPUTY. PARKS AND 
GAME WARDENS 

Key l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  designated by t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
M i n i s t e r  as e i t h e r  Deputy Conservation O f f i c e r  o r  Deputy 
Parks and Game Warden are  enjo ined t o  a s s i s t  the..Task 
Force Pawi kan , enforce conservat ion laws, r u l e s  and 
regu la t i ons  e s p e c i a l l y  t h i s  o rder  cover ing the  regu la ted  
gather ing  o f  t u r t l e  eggs. For purposes o f  r e i t e r a t i o n ,  
f o l l o w i n g  are  t h e  s p e c i f i c  du t i es  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
o f ' t h e  Deputy Conservation O f f i c e r s  and Deputy Parks and 
Game Warden r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  conservat ion o f  marine t u r t l e s :  

5.1 Cause t h e  apprehension, a r r e s t  o r  b r i n g i n g  t o  cour t ,  



v i o l a t o r s  o f  t h i s  o rde r  such as poachers and i l l e g a l  
gatherers and the  con f i sca t i on /se i zu re  o f  equipment, 
t o o l s  and o ther  paraphernal ia used i n  such instances. 

5.2 Refer t o  t he  Task Force Pawi kan o r  any MNR O f f i ce ,  
cases o f  v i o l a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  men- 
t i o n e d  i n  t h i s  order.  

5.3 Prevent t he  capture, s laughter  o r  sa le  o f  marine 
t u r t l e s  i n  t h e i r  respect ive  areas o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
They s h a l l  a l s o  see t o  i t  t h a t  t he  t r a v e l  w i t h i n  
one (1) k i lometer  o f f sho re  o f  marine t u r t l e  sanding 
beaches i s  minimized i f  not  e n t i r e l y  e l im ina ted t o  
prevent  undue disturbances t o  nes t i ng  t u r t l e s .  

5.4 Insure  t h a t  d e l i b e r a t e  l i t t e r i n g  o r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  
obs t ruc t i on  i n  t u r t l e  sanding beaches i s  prevented 
by passing the  necessary ordinances making such 
a c t i v i t i e s  i l l e g a l .  

5.5. Ass i s t  BFAR personnel i n  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  dynamite 
use, chemical poisoning and o ther  i l l e g a l  f i s h i n g  
p rac t i ces  i n  t h e i r  respec t i ve  areas o f  respons ib i -  
l i t y .  

5.8. Ass i s t  Task Force Pawikan Personnel i n  t he  implemen- 
t a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  conservat ion o f  
marine t u r t l e s .  

6. PERSONNEL DEPLOYMENT 

The Chairman o f  Task Force Pawikan i s  hereby 
author ized t o  deploy q u a l i f i e d  personnel from t h e  
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  M in i s te r ,  Task Force Pawikan, Bureau o f  
Forest  Development and t h e  Bureau o f  F isher ies  and 
Aquatic Resources t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  con- 
cerned t o  e f f e c t  t h e  implementation o f  t h i s  o rder  us ing 
the  re levan t  appropr ia t ions  o f  each o f  t h e  aforementioned 
o f f i ces .  

Th is  Order s h a l l  take e f f e c t  immediately and a l l  orders 
i ncons i s ten t  herewi th are hereby modi f ied accordingly.  

' \=LL--'G. 
TEODORG Q. PERA 

M i n i s t e r  


