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MEMORANDUM
FOR : All Undersecretaries
All Assistant Secretaries
All Service Directors
All Regional Executive Directors
All Bureau Directors
All Heads of Attached Agencies
FROM : The Director
Administrative Service
SUBJECT : MEMORANDUM FROM THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
DATED MARCH 27,2021
DATE : 30 April 2021

We are providing, for your information and compliance, a certified copy of the
Memorandum dated March 27, 2021 entitled “IMPOSITION OF ENHANCED
COMMUNITY QUARANTINE (ECQ) IN BULACAN, CA LAGUNA, RIZAL,
AND THE NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION”’.

ANDO R. CASTRO

MEMO NO, 2021 ~ 320
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MEMORANDUM FROM THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY \

TO : HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS, AGENCIES, OFFICES AND
INSTRUMENTALITIES OF THE GOVERNMENT, GOVERNMENT
OWNED OR -CONTROLLED CORPORATIONS (GOCCs),
GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS (GFls), STATE
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES (SUCs) AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT UNITS (LGUs)

SUBJECT : IMPOSITION OF ENHANCED COMMUNITY QUARANTINE (ECQ)
IN BULACAN, CAVITE, LAGUNA, RIZAL, AND THE NATIONAL
CAPITAL REGION

DATE : 27 March 2021

In order to slow down the surge in COVID-19 cases, stop the further spread of
COVID-19 variants, allow the health system to cope, and to protect more lives, the
President has approved the recommendations of the Inter-Agency Task Force for the
Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF) in the attached Resolution No.
106-A, effective 12:01 am of 29 March 2021 until end of 04 April 2021.

All heads of departments, jagencies, offices and instrumentalities of the
government, including the Philippine National Police, Armed Forces of the Philippines
and the Philippine Coast Guard, GOCCs, GFls, SUCs, and LGUs are hereby directed
to strictly observe and implement the applicable guidelines provided under the
Omnibus Guidelines on the Implementation of Community Quarantine in the
Philippines, as amended, promulgated by the IATF, and other relevant issuances.

By Order of the President:

(F\b e
SALVADOR C. MEDIALDEA

Executive Secretary

Office of the President
MALACANANG RECORDS QFFICE
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RESOLUTION NO. 106-A
Series of 2021
March 27, 2021

WHEREAS, Section 15 Article II of the 1987 Constitution states that the State shall
protect and promote the right to health of the people and instill health consciousness among
them;

WHEREAS, Section 2(b) of Executive Order No. 168 mandates the Inter-Agency Task
Force for the Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases to prevent and/or minimize the entry
of suspected or confirmed patients with emerging infectious diseases into the country;

WHEREAS, on September 16, 2020, the President issued Proclamation No. 1021
(5.2020) extending the period of the State of Calamity throughout the Philippines until
September 21, 2021;

WHEREAS, the Department of Health (DOH) received reports regarding a new variant
of the SARS-CoV-2 (B.1.1.7 or VUI 2020/12/01) spreading in the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland (United Kingdom) and another variant identified in South Africa
(501.v2);

WHEREAS, Memoranda of the Executive Secretary provided for additional measures to
be observed relative to the SARS-COV-2 Variant detected in the United Kingdom including the
imposition of travel restrictions on countries/jurisdictions where the new COVID-19 variants
were officially reported, and subjected Filipino citizens coming from the same
countries/jurisdictions to an absolute 14-day quarantine period notwithstanding a negative
Reverse-Transcription - Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) test result;

WHEREAS, the continued implementation of proactive measures and restrictions must
be put in place to slow down the surge in COVID-19 cases, stop further spread of variants, buy
time for the health system to cope, and to protect more lives;

WHEREAS, as of March 26, 2021, there are a total of One Hundred Nine Thousand
Eighteen (109,018) active COVID-19 cases in the Philippines.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved, that the IATF
endorses the following to the Office of the President for his approval:
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A. The Subject Area comprising the provinces of Bulacan, Cavite, Laguna, and Rizal
together with the highly urbanized cities of the National Capital Region, and the
municipality of Pateros pursuant to the Memorandum of the Executive Secretary dated
March 21, 2021, shall be placed under Enhanced Community Quarantine immediately
upon approval until April 04, 2021. The National Task Force (NTF) Against COVID-19,
relevant national government agencies, and local government units are to implement and
report on the following measures:

1. On Prevention - strictly comply and monitor adherence to public health standards
and safety protocols:

a.
b.

Enable adherence to minimum public health standards even at home;
Distribute and promote use of personal protective equipment such as face
masks and face shields and;

Retrofit workplaces, establishments, and public places to ensure adequate
ventilation, and compliance to engineering and administrative controls
developed by the Department of Trade and Industry and Department of
Labor and Employment.

2. On Detection - ensure swift detection of cases and tracing of close contacts

a.

Establish Dharavi-like centers at the community that will actively look for
suspect cases, test, contact trace, and isolate them;

Ensure that LGUs should isolate, test, and contact trace suspect cases
within 24 hours of their detection;

95% of close contacts must be traced AND isolated/quarantined within 24
hours of case notification;

LGU and Regional Epidemiological Surveillance Units to ensure
continuous sample submission for biosurveillance (Whole Genome
Sequencing) and continuous COVID-19 testing laboratory operations,
even during the observance of holidays;

The procurement of utilization of Rapid Antigen Test Kits approved by the
Food and Drugs Administration (FDA) and the Research Institute for
Tropical Medicine (RITM) for surveillance. Provided that the funds to be
used therefor shall not be sourced from the DOH and that the use thereof
follow existing guidelines of the DOH.

3. On Isolation - immediate and complete quarantine isolation

a.

b.

Ensure that only less than ten percent (10%) of cases and close contacts
are on home isolation/quarantine;

Ensure that the mandated fourteen (14)-day quarantine and ten (10)-day
isolation are monitored and completed.
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4. On Treatment - ensure that the referral mechanism of treatment facilities are well
coordinated and that the support for such facilities are adequate

a. Reduce occupancy by asymptomatic and mild cases to <10% of
COVID-19 dedicated beds and ensure that they are navigated to the
Temporary Treatment and Monitoring Facilities (TTMF);,

b. Ensure that there are adequate number of COVID-19 dedicated beds,
complementary health human resources, and well-coordinated triage and
referral systems in place at the LGUs, isolation and quarantine facilities,
and health facilities.

5. Parallel implementation and scale up of vaccination efforts especially in high
burden areas

Further, the NTF is directed to set indicators and weekly targets to be achieved and
monitored consistently. For this purpose, an LGU Scorecard with clear targets shall be set
for guidance of the LGUs and assessment and monitoring of the DILG. The NTF, DILG,
and other concerned agencies shall, on a weekly basis, assess to ensure that the
aforementioned indicators, targets, and measures are reviewed, areas requiring additional
attention and augmentation identified, and status reported to the IATF to guide ongoing
response and iputs to determine need for extension of the ECQ in the Subject Area.

B. With the imposition of Enhanced Community Quarantine in the Subject Areas, provisions
applicable to ECQ areas as provided for in the Omnibus Guidelines in the
Implementation of Community Quarantine in the Philippines, as amended, shall be in
effect subject to the following amendments to be observed during this period:

1. Essential and priority construction projects, whether public or private, shall
likewise be allowed to continue their operation in accordance with guidelines
issued by the Department of Public Works and Highways;

2. The road, rail, maritime, and aviation sectors of public transportation shall be
allowed to operate at such capacity and following the protocols as provided for by
the DOTr;

3. The IATF Technical Working Group is directed to review and provide
‘recommendations to other amendments as may be required in the JATF Omnibus
Guidelines to be implemented during said period. The IATF Chairperson and
Co-Chairperson shall be authorized to approve any and such recommendations.
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C. All other previous IATF resolutions inconsistent with the foregoing for said period such
as, but not limited to, IATF Resolution No. 105, issued on March 25, 2021, is hereby
repealed and modified accordingly.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairperson and the Co-Chairperson shall be duly
authorized to sign this Resolution for and on behalf of the Inter-Agency Task Force.

APPROVED during the 106" Inter-Agency Task Force Meeting, as reflected in the
minutes of the meeting, held this 27" of March 2021 via video conference.

EBANCISCO T .HUQUE 111 KARLO/ALEXEI B. NOGRALES
cretary, Department of Health Secretary, Office of the Cabinet Secretariat
IATF Chairperson ’ IATF Co-Chairperson
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CERTIFICATION

This is to certify that:

I am presently an Assistant Secretary of the Department of Health;

I am the interim OIC-Head of the Secretariat of the Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF)
on the Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases created under Executive Order
No. 168, series 0of 2014 and chaired by the Department of Health (DOH);

The IATF Secretariat holds office in the DOH Main Office, San Lazaro Compound,
Tayuman, Sta. Cruz, Manila;

I am the custodian of the records of the IATF, including the Minutes of Meetings and
Resolutions;

In a regular meeting of the IATF, the TATF Resolution No. 106-A was approved and
adopted with the Department of Foreign Affairs and the Office of the Executive
Secretary manifesting their reservations particularly on Par. B, thereof;

The foregoing resolution has been signed by Secretary Francisco T. Duque III and
Secretary Karlo Alexei B. Nograles upon the authority of the IATF Members;

The aforesaid resolution has not been altered, modified nor revoked and the same is
now in full force and effect;

I am executing this Certification for whatever legitimate purpose this may serve.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto affixed my signature this 25th day of March
2021, Manila.

ATTY. CHARADE BE. MERCADO'ZRANDE

OIC-Head of the Secretariat, IATF
Assistant Secretary of Health



