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MEMORANDUM

TO : THE DIRECTORS
Biodiversity Management Bureau
Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau
Environmental Management Bureau
Forest Management Bureau
Land Management Bureau
Mines and Geosciences Bureau

FROM : THE UNDERSECRETARY
Policy, Planning, and International Affairs

SUBJECT : REQUEST FOR INPUTS ON THE CONSOLIDATED DRAFT OF
THE PHILIPPINES-SURINAME GENERAL FRAMEWORK
AGREEMENT ON ECONOMIC, SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL
AND CULTURAL COOPERATION

DATE + o JUN 10 2021

This is to refer the letter dated 8 June 2021 from the Office of American
Affairs, Department of Foreign Affairs, requesting for inputs on the consolidated draft
of the Philippines-Suriname General Framework Agreement on Economic, Scientific,
Technical and Cultural Cooperation.

Attached is the revised text of the proposed FA incorporating the DFA’s
proposed changes for the Department’s consideration. In this regard, we would like to
request for inputs on the matter by 25 June 2021. Kindly send an advance copy to
oueiea.denr@gmail.com.

For your information and appropriate action.

ATTY. J S R. LEONES

MEMO WO, 2021 = 1430

Let’s Go Green!!!



DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
KAGAWARAN NG UGNAYANG PANLABAS

OFFICE OF AMERICAN AFFAIRS

OAA-1775-KCDA-2021

08 June 2021

Subject: Philippines—Suriname General Framework Agreement on Economic,

Scientific, Technical, and Cultural Cooperation

Dear Sir/Madam:

I have the honor to transmit the following observations and recommendations of

the Department of Foreign Affairs on the consolidated draft Philippines—Suriname
General Framework Agreement on Economic, Scientific, Technical and Cultural
Cooperation:

1.

It is noted that the latest text of the Framework Agreement (FA) introduced non-
legally binding terminologies (“Participants,” “Paragraph,” and ‘will") and legally-
binding provisions on entry into force. Inasmuch as the subject FA encompasses
various areas of cooperation upon which subsequent Implementing Arrangements
on specific areas of cooperation may be anchored, it would be more prudent to
maintain the Agreement’s legally-binding character. Thus, this Office recommends
the retention of legally-binding terminologies in the Agreement, i.e. “Parties”,
“Article”, “shall” etc.

In view of the cross-cutting nature of FAs, it is recommended that the comments
of agencies whose mandates correspond to the areas of cooperation covered
under Article 1V of the proposed agreement be sought. This is to ensure  that
PH agencies are aware of the existence of the proposed agreement, facilitate the
issuance of Certificate of Concurrence for the FA's ratification, and maximize its
implementation.

Revise Article VI [Paragraph V1] to reflect the existing process in  securing a
visa for visiting experts, technicians, official personnel etc., to wit:

“The Parties, in accordance with ...l
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“The Parties, in accordance with their relevant regulations and legislation, shall
assist in facilitating the visa requirements and procedures of experts, technicians,
and other official personnel from each other's country, whose visit is within the
provisions of this Agreement, as well as its complementary sectoral agreements.”

Enclosed is the revised text of the proposed FA incorporating the DFA’s proposed
changes for your consideration. Should your agency agree to the revised draft, the
Department shall forward the proposed PHL draft to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

Suriname for its consideration.

The Department looks forward to receiving your feedback on this matter, if any, by
30 June 2021 through the following email address: oaa.divd@dfa.gov.ph.

Thank you very much for your continued support and assistance.

Best regards.

Very truly yours,

For the Secretary of Foreign Affairs:

KIRA CHRISTAANNE D. AZUCENA
Assistant Secretary
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OTLA Revised PH Version
as of January 2021

GENERAL FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT
ON ECONOMIC, SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL, AND CULTURAL COOPERATION
BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SURINAME

PREAMBLE

The Government of the Republic of the Philippines and the Government of the
Republic of Suriname hereinafter referred to individually as a “Party,” or collectively
as “the Parties”;

Desiring to strengthen and develop mutually beneficial relations of fraternity and
friendship between the two countries and peoples for the promotion of economic,
scientific, technical, and cultural cooperation based on the principles of equality,
national independence, non-interferences in the internal affairs of their respective
countries, in accordance with the ideals enshrined in the United Nations Charter;

Convinced that the promotion of economic, scientific, technical, and cultural
cooperation between the two countries will entail concrete actions in accordance with
the principles and objectives of regional cooperation, and will contribute in
accelerating the development of both countries;

Determined to consolidate the ties of friendship and strengthen the cooperation
between the two countries and peoples;

HAVE AGREED ON THE FOLLOWING TERMS OF COOPERATION :

ARTICLE |

The Parties shall commit themselves to strengthen their economic, scientific,
technical, and cultural cooperation, in terms referred to in this Agreement and in
accordance with the applicable domestic laws and regulations in their respective
countries.

ARTICLE Il

Under this Agreement, the Parties may sign supplementary agreements to
implement specific programs relating to economic, scientific, technical, and cultural
cooperation.

These agreements shall specify the objectives, scope of cooperation, as well as
complimentary activities, the reciprocal obligations, the responsible contracting
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OTLA Revised PH Version
as of January 2021

authorities and, in general, all that will be necessary for the implementation of
mutually-decided projects.

All terms and conditions in the provisions of any future agreement within this
framework shall be subject to the review and approval of each Parties.

ARTICLE 1ll

A technical working group, composed of members responsible for economic,
scientific, technical and cultural cooperation from each participant, shall be created
to implement specific agreements.

ARTICLE IV
Within the framework of this Agreement, the Parties undertake to:

1) Promote the implementation of development projects of interest to both Parties in
the fields of green infrastructure, commerce and fair trade, transportation, education,
culture, health, sports, finance, banking, real estate, telecommunications and media,
public health, as well as community services (production and distribution of water
and electricity, among others), sustainable agriculture, fisheries and livestock,
aquaculture, energy, green mining, forestry, eco-tourism, and any other area of
common interest;

2) Encourage the exchange of experts from the government agencies and affiliated
institutions of both countries, the -sharing of best practices-development- and
conduct of expert missions, technical assistance, and training ;

3) Promote the development of partnerships and fair economic and trade relations
between the private sector and commercial enterprises of both countries, in
accordance with the respective laws and regulations of both countries;

4) Develop other forms of economic, trade, cultural, scientific and technical
cooperation, which are necessary for the sustainable development of their respective
countries.

5) Ensure, within the limits of their respective resources and regulations, the
availability of appropriate funds to achieve the cooperation objectives set out in this
Agreement.

ARTICLE V

The dissemination and use of information and technical and scientific documentation
exchanged between the Parties within the framework of the implementation of this
Agreement are to be preserved, as the Parties shall stipulate in the respective
sectoral agreements.
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OTLA Revised PH Version
as of January 2021

ARTICLE VI

The Parties, in accordance with their relevant regulations and legislation, shall
assist in facilitating the visa requirements and procedures of experts, technicians,
and other official personnel from each other's country, whose visit is within the
provisions of this Agreement, as well as its complementary sectoral agreements.

ARTICLE VI

Any dispute between the Parties arising out of the interpretation or implementation of
the provisions of this Agreement shall be settled amicably by consultations or
negotiations, through diplomatic channels.

ARTICLE Vil

1. Each Party may request in writing the review, amendment, or termination of this
Agreement;

2. The amendments adopted by the Parties shall come into force under the same
conditions as set out under Article IX of this Agreement;

3. This Agreement may be terminated with six (6) months prior written notice by
either Paries.

4.This Agreement, as well as its respective sectoral agreements to be drafted, shall
be subject to a periodic review to discuss the progress of achieving its purpose and
objectives. The review shall also consider the relevant emerging development issues
that may require the modification of the Sectoral Agreements, as well as the manner
of its implementation.

ARTICLE IX

This Agreement shall enter into force on the date of later written notification by the
Parties, through diplomatic channels, indicating that the domestic requirements for
its entry into force have been complied with.

This Agreement shall remain in full force and effect for a period of five (5) years, and
shall be automatically renewed for similar periods, unless a Party officially notifies
the other Party, through diplomatic channels, of its desire to suspend or terminate
this Agreement. In such a case, the Agreement shall remain valid until sixty (60)
days after the date in which the Participant receives an official notification from the
other Participant expressing the desire of the latter to suspend or terminate this
Agreement.
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OTLA Revised PH Version
as of January 2021

ARTICLE X

Any denunciation of this Agreement by either Party shall not prejudice the
implementation of ongoing projects which will be carried out according to their
forecasted length of implementation and completion, and upon due evaluation and
justification.

Done in duplicate at on this day of , 2020, in
Dutch, and English languages, both texts being equally valid and authentic. In case
of divergence of interpretation among the texts, the English text shall prevail.

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES REPUBLIC OF SURINAME
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