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27 January 2021

MEMORANDUM
TO : The Directors

Land Management Bureau

Biodiversity Management Bureau

Legal Affairs Service

Policy and Planning Services
FROM : The Assistant Secretary

Field Operations-Mindanao and Legislative Affairs
SUBJECT : INVITATION FROM THE COMMITTEE ON

VETERANS AFFAIRS AND WELFARE

This pertains to the letter dated 02 February 2021, received by this office 03 February2021
from Rep. Geraldine B. Roman, Chairperson, Committee on Veterans Affairs and Welfare inviting
DENR to a Teleconference (ZOOM) meeting on 09 February 2021 at 1:30 p.m. to discuss the
substitute Bill to House Bill Nos. 702, 1921,and 5841 entitled “ An Act Mandating the Use of
Proceeds from the Development, Lease, Use or Sale of Certain Government Properties for
Veterans Affairs and Welfare, and for Other Purposes, * introduced by Reps. Rozzano Rufino
Biazon, “ Kuya” Jose Antonio R.Sy-Alvarado, and Manuel DG. Cabochan III:

Z0OM Meeting Link
https://us02web.zoom.us/i/89193226607?pwd=RzBx L. 1BIM3ByVzdqSzVxal RJbVZvQT09
Meeting ID: 89193226607

Passcode :CVAW2921

Kindly inform this office of your attendance before the scheduled date of the meeting and
submit presentation, comments and/or position papers or proposed provision with respect to the
bill and your recommendation in hard and soft copy at the Legislative Liaison Office at telephone
number 8920-1761 and email denrlegislative@yahoo.com for consolidation. For additional
queries, you may contact the Committee Secretariat through their email
committee. veteransaffairs@house.gov.ph or contact them at mobile numbers +63920981833 on
or before Friday, 5 February 2021.

MEMO NO42021-89
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1 message
House Committee on Veterans Affairs And Welfare Wed, Feb 3, 2021 at 10:15
<committee.veteransaffairs@house.gov.ph> AM

To: osec@denr.gov.ph
Your Honor:
The Committee on Veterans Affairs and Welfare will conduct a teleconference meeting via ZOOM on Tuesday, 09
February 2021, at 1:30PM to deliberate further on the Substitute Bill to House Bill Nos. 702, 1921 and 5841, entitled:
“An Act Mandating the Use of Proceeds from the Development, Lease, Use or Sale of Certain Government Properties for

Veterans Affairs and Welfare, and for Other Purposes,” introduced by Reps. Rozzano Rufino B. Biazon, “Kuya” Jose
Antonio R. Sy-Alvarado, and Manuel DG. Cabochan IlI.

Kindly see the attached letter invitation, agenda, and a copy of the Substitute Bill.

For confirmation of attendance or inquiries, you may reach the CVAW Secretariat through this e-mail address or mobile
number +639209818333.

Your presence is respectfully appreciated.

Thank you.

With warm regards,

MAUREEN M. OLFINDO
OIC-Committee Secretary

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AFFAIRS AND WELFARE
Direct Line: (+632) 9318809
Trunk Line: (+632) 9315001 local 7131

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

The contents of this email message and any attachments are intended solely for the addressee(s) and
may contain confidential and/or privileged information and may be legally protected from disclosure.

If you are not the intended recipient of this message or their agent, or if this message has been
addressed to you in error, please immediately alert the sender by reply email and then delete this
message and any attachments. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
use, dissemination, copying, or storage of this message or its attachments is strictly prohibited.

3 attachments

DENR.docx
121K

AGENDA.doc
72K

SubHBs 702, 1921 & 5841.docx
26K



Congress of the Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AFFAIRS AND WELFARE
Governance Cluster 4, Committee Affairs Department

Batasan Complex, Batasan Road, Constitution Hills 1126, Quezon City, Metro Manila
Direct Line: 8931-8809 Trunk Line: 8931-5001 loc. 7131 Telefax: 8931-4072

02 February 2021

HON. ROY A. CIMATU

Secretary

Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Visayas Avenue, Diliman,

Quezon City, 1100

Dear Secretary Cimatu:

May we respectfully invite you to a teleconference meeting of the Committee on Veterans Affairs
and Welfare on Tuesday, 9 February 2021 at 1:30PM via Zoom to discuss further the Substitute Bill
to House Bill Nos. 702, 1921 and 5841, entitled: “An Act Mandating the Use of Proceeds from the
Development, Lease, Use or Sale of Certain Government Properties for Veterans Affairs and Welfare,
and for Other Purposes,” introduced by Reps. Rozzano Rufino B. Biazon, “Kuya” Jose Antonio R. Sy-
Alvarado, and Manuel DG. Cabochan IIl.

For confirmation, contact details and submission of position papers, kindly e-mail the Committee
Secretariat at committee.veteransaffairs@house.gov.ph or contact +639209818333 on or before
Friday, 5 February 2021. The Zoom Meeting Link, ID, and Passcode is provided below.

Zoom Meeting Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89193226607?pwd=RzBxL1BIM3ByVzdqSzVxalRJbVZvQT09
Meeting ID: 891 9322 6607

Passcode: CVAW2921

Your presence in this meeting is important and will surely contribute to a productive discussion on
matters benefiting our veterans.

Thank you.
GERALDINE B. ROMAN
Chairperson

For the Chairperson:

MAUREEN M. OLFINDO

OIC-Committee Secretary



Congress of the Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AFFAIRS AND WELFARE

Governance Cluster 4, Committee Affairs Department
Batasan Complex, Batasan Road, Constitution Hills 1126, Quezon City, Metro Manila
Direct Line: 931-8809 - Trunk Line: 931-5001 loc. 7131 - Telefax: 931-4072

EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS
Second Regular Session

NINTH REGULAR MEETING

DATE: FEBRUARY 9, 2021, TUESDAY
TIME: 1:30 P.M.
TELECONFERENCE MEETING VIA ZOOM

AGENDA

. CALLTO ORDER
Il. ROLL CALL
lll. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 27, 2021 MEETING
IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RESOURCE PERSONS AND GUESTS
V. PRELIMINARY REMARKS OF THE CHAIR
VI. DELIBERATION ON THE SUBSTITUTE BILL TO HOUSE BILL NOS. 702, 1921 and 5841,
entitled: “AN ACT MANDATING THE USE OF PROCEEDS FROM THE DEVELOPMENT,
LEASE, USE OR SALE OF CERTAIN GOVERNMENT PROPERTIES FOR VETERANS AFFAIRS
AND WELFARE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES,” introduced by Reps. Rozzano Rufino B.
Biazon, “Kuya” Jose Antonio R. Sy-Alvarado, and Manuel DG. Cabochan i
Vil. OTHER MATTERS
VIIl. ADJOURNMENT



DRAFT SUBSTITUTE BILL AS OF 11.25.2020

Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City

EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS
Second Regular Session

House Bill No.
(In Substitution of HB Nos. 702, 1921 & 5841)

Introduced by Representatives ROZZANO RUFINO B. BIAZON, JOSE ANTONIO R. SY-
ALVARADO, MANUEL DG. CABOCHAN III, AND LEONARDO L. BABASA JR.

AN ACT
MANDATING THE USE OF PROCEEDS FROM THE DEVELOPMENT, LEASE, USE,
OR SALE OF CERTAIN GOVERNMENT PROPERTIES FOR VETERANS AFFAIRS
AND WELFARE

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress
assembled:

SECTION 1. Declaration of Policy. — 1t is hereby declared the policy of the State to
provide immediate and adequate care and benefits to veterans and their dependents by allotting the
necessary funds to support the payment of their pension and non-pension benefits, to preserve and
develop military shrines and battle monuments in order to perpetuate and memorialize their heroic
deeds and sacrifices and inspire the youth to become future defenders, and to promote the veterans’
welfare and well-being.

SEC. 2. Definition of Terms. For purposes of this Act, the following terms shall mean as
follows:

a. Heritage properties shall refer to the lands proclaimed by law for the veterans and
those given in recognition of veterans’ heroic deeds and sacrifices, which have notable
historical and cultural significance worthy of preservation, including the structures and
other properties attached thereto;

b. Residual Assets shall refer to the remaining properties of a dissolved veterans-related
corporation;

c. Veterans-related corporation shall refer to a public corporation created by law for
the benefit of the veterans, including its subsidiary/ies.



DRAFT SUBSTITUTE BILL AS OF 11.25.2020

SEC. 3. Coverage. This Act shall apply to the development, lease, use, or sale of the
following properties of the government:

Veterans Center in Taguig City under Presidential Proclamation No. 192;

Former site of the Philippine Veterans Affairs Office (PVAO) on Arroceros Street,
Ermita, Manila;

Residual assets of veterans-related public corporations dissolved by the Governance
Commission on Government Owned or Controlled Corporations (GCG) such as, but
not limited to, the Philippine Veterans Investment Development Corporation
(PHIVIDEC), the Panay Railways, Inc., the Phividec Panay Agro-industrial
Corporation, and other properties as may be identified by the Office of the President of
the Philippines: Provided, That the sale of residual assets shall be concurred by
Congress through a Joint Resolution; and

Properties given by the Japanese government to the Philippine government under the
Reparations Agreement, including the Roponggi, Nampeidai, Naniwa-cho, and the
Obanoyama properties in Japan: Provided, that the heritage properties proclaimed for
veterans and those given by or acquired from the Japanese Government shall not be
subject to sale; Provided further, that with respect to the properties acquired under the
Reparations Agreement, any use or development of said properties shall not entail nor
result in any loss of possession of said properties or any part thereto by the Government
of the Philippines under either Philippine or Japanese laws.

SEC. 4. Administration and Management of Properties. — The Secretary of National
Defense is hereby authorized to direct, supervise and coordinate private sector participation and
administer and manage the development, lease, use, or sale of the above properties and to perform
the following:

Execute and deliver, on behalf of the national government, the deeds, contracts and
other instruments as may be necessary or appropriate to effect the development, lease,
use, or sale or use of said properties;

Engage external expertise whether public or private to ensure maximum utilization of
the properties;

Submit periodic reports to the Senate Committee on National Defense and Security and
the House Committee on Veterans Affairs and Welfare on the status of private sector
participation in the development, lease, use, or sale of said properties;

Adopt such rules and regulations as may be necessary to effect the provisions of this
Act; and

Perform such other functions which are not inconsistent with this Act as are necessary
for the effective exercise of the aforementioned functions.



DRAFT SUBSTITUTE BILL AS OF 11.25.2020

SEC. S. The Veterans Welfare and Development Trust Fund. — There is hereby created
a Trust Fund, to be known as the Veterans Welfare and Development Trust Fund. The Trust
Fund shall be funded out of the following:

a. All proceeds from the development, lease, use, or sale of the properties mentioned in
Section 2 hereof; Provided, That, in the case of the Veterans Center in Taguig City
under Presidential Proclamation No. 192, the amount to be deposited to the Trust Fund
shall be net of the Annual Operating Budget of the Veterans Federation of the
Philippines: Provided, further, That in the case of properties given by the Japanese
government under the Reparation Agreement as mentioned in Section 2 (d) hereof, ten
percent (10%) of the revenues that may be raised shall accrue to the Trust Fund.

b. Shares of the PVAO from the proceeds of the sale or lease of military camps provided
for under RA 7227, as amended;

¢. Donations coming from local and foreign sources, specifically earmarked to be used
for veterans’ welfare; and

d. All interest income of the Trust Fund.

Provided, That pension benefits shall continue to be funded from the General
Appropriations Act: Provided, further, That any shortfall in payment of non-pension benefits to
veterans and their authorized dependents shall continue to be assumed by the national government
from other sources: Provided, finally, that all proceeds and receipts under this act, excluding
operational expenses, shall be remitted directly to the Trust Fund account in an authorized
government depository bank and administered by the Secretary of National Defense.

SEC. 6. Trust Fund Utilization. The Trust Fund shall be used exclusively, in the following
order of priority:

a. To augment the regularly appropriated funds for non-pension benefits such as
educational benefits, burial assistance and other welfare benefits of veterans and their

authorized dependents;

b. To support the preservation and development of military shrines, war memorials and
battle monuments, and propagation of the heroic deeds of veterans;

c. To support other relevant programs to promote veterans affairs and welfare.
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Provided, That no part of the Trust Fund shall be used for salaries and allowances and that
all expenditures shall be subject to existing government accounting and auditing rules and
regulations.

SEC. 7. Implementing Rules and Regulations. — The Secretary of National Defense, the
Secretary of Budget and Management and the Secretary of Finance shall formulate the rules and
regulations necessary to implement the provisions of this Act. The Secretary of Foreign Affairs
shall be consulted in the formulation of rules and regulations affecting the properties given by the
Japanese government under the Reparation Agreement.

SEC. 8. Separability Clause. — If for any reason, any section or provision of this Act is
declared invalid or unconstitutional, the other sections or provisions hereof, unaffected thereby,
shall continue to be in full force and effect.

SEC. 9. Repealing Clause. — All laws, decrees, executive orders, issuances, rules and
regulations or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed or
modified accordingly.

SEC. 10. Effectivity. — This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its complete
publication in the Official Gazette or in at least two (2) newspapers of general circulation.

Approved,



