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MEMORANDUM
FOR : The Directors

Biodiversity Management Bureau

Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau
Environmental Management Bureau

Forest Management Bureau

Mines and Geoscience Bureau

Climate Change Service

Legal Affairs Service

FROM : The OIC Director
Policy and Planning Service

SUBJECT : PREPARATIONS FOR THE FIRST ROUND OF IPEF
NEGOTIATIONS IN BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA ON 09-16
DECEMBER 2022

DATE : 06 DEC 2022

In preparation for the first round of Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity
(IPEF) Negotiations in Brisbane, Australia on 09-16 December 2022, IPEF Pillars lead agencies
have been conducting series of inter-agency meetings in order to identify the best approach to IPEF
during the upcoming negotiation and push the offensive and defensive interests of the Philippines.

Hereunder are the salient features and updates relative to inter-agency meetings conducted
in relation to the upcoming 1st Negotiating Meeting in Brisbane, Australia:

A. Online Focus Group Discussion (FGD) for Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for
Prosperity (IPEF) Pillar 1 (Trade) - Environment held on 22 November 2022

¢ Ma. Regina C. Serafico, the OIC of the Bilateral Relations Division of the BITR
moderated the FGD. The Bilateral Relations Division is in charge of the participation
of the country to the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity. Ms. Serafico
highlighted some environmental objectives for environment chapter themes discussed
during the conceptual discussion led by the US, to wit:

- Ensure that trade and environmental policies are mutually supportive;

- Protect and preserve the environment (ensuring provisions do not weaken or reduce
protections afforded in domestic environmental laws);

- Promote effective enforcement of environmental laws;

- Provide opportunities for public participation and information-sharing in
environmental policies and law enforcement;

- Promote sustainable management of fisheries and forests;

- Promote conservation of marine species;

- Address Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing (IUU) fishing; and

- Combat illegal trade of wild flora and fauna

* The Environment Module is under Pillar 1 (Trade). The DTI sought the Department’s
insights on the constraints and specific concerns based on the United States-Mexico-
Canada Agreement reference article on Environment;

It was noted that the key areas should include capacity building on adaptive capacity
on the impacts of climate change and mitigation measures;
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DTI flagged the IPEF should be inclusive and should bring a new package of assistance
to environment-related activities in the country;

There will be dedicated access for the Undersecretary for Policy, Planning and
International Affairs and official IPEF focal points 1o the IPEF website;

Mr. Albert Magalang of CCS-DENR highlighted the participation of the Philippines in
an internationally legally binding agreement on plastic pollution; and

On trans-border researches, the DENR can always propose during the negotiation on
the conduct of joint researches, e.g. Invasive Alien Species, carbon sequestration, etc.

. During the Inter-agency meeting for IPEF Pillar 2 (Supply Chains) held on 29
November 2022 which was chaired by the Board of Investments (BOI), the
following comments/agreements were raised:

There are many overlaps in IPEF pillars. The strategy is to construct a holistic
framework to attract business partners. The IPEF can be a mechanism that will allow
trade and investment in the legislation in US where the Philippines is restricted;

There should be assurance of environmental safeguards including Circular Economy
as the new law on Extended Producer Responsibility aims to ensure efficiency in supply
chains that would not cause extreme environmental disruptions;

IPEF is a framework and not a Free Trade Agreement, but eventually this might work
towards having market access;

The Philippines is participating in all Pillars but some IPEF partners are participating
in some pillars. The approach to IPEF is to be offensive and to push more in order get
the interests of the Philippines. The challenge would be to identify how and when to
declare a product is a critical good. What is a critical product for the Philippine may
not be a critical product to other IPEF members. In addition, what is critical to ASEAN
may not affect other regions;

Agencies were reminded of the deadline of submission of comments to the IPEF Pillar
2 non-papers of IPEF partners on 05 December 2022; and

For the members of the Philippine delegation, agencies were reminded on the
processing of Travel Authorities and application of Australian visa.

. During the Virtual Philippine delegation meeting/inter-agency meeting for IPEF
held on 02 December 2022 which was chaired by DTI Assistant Secretary Allan
B. Gepty (with Co-chair DFA Assistant Secretary Eric Tamayo), the following
updates and reminders were raised for the members of Philippine Delegation to
the IPEF Negotiation on Brisbane, Australia:

Asec Gepty reminded that agencies should be prepared regarding certain texts and
language to be used;

On the matter of Environment, Asec Gepty requested the Department to advise the DTI
on the extent of sensitivities relative to climate change and environment protection.
Some guide questions: What are the hard commitments on environment treaties? Are
there certain reservations when it comes to environment?

Asec Eric Tamayo advised the agencies to be familiar with the US Global Cross Border
Privacy Rules Declaration (https://www.commerce.gov/global-cross-border-privacy-
rules-declaration),

The Environment module is one of the elements without submitted text (only Agenda).
Thus, during the negotiation meeting in Brisbane, Australia, it is expected that module
would be more of identifying sensitivities, scanning and mapping the
situation/environment, and exchanges of views;

Usec Ceferino Rodolfo who serves as the IPEF Chief negotiator clarified that the
Philippines’ focus is to bring in investment by using IPEF as platform. He added, we
should address some issues that make it difficult for the Philippines to get investments.
It is important to talk with other IPEF partners regarding issues as we are trying to
capture the benefit in parallel to the texts;



e On Administrative and Logistic matters, ASEC Tamayo of DFA said their Office of
Consular Affairs (OCA) is ready to provide endorsement instead of note verbale for

those using the regular passports; and

e The DTI reminded that delegates will be responsible for in-land transportation in

Brisbane including transfers to and from the Airport

The table below shows the composition of the working group under the IPEF Pillar 1

(Trade).
PILLAR 1 (Trade) Modules under Pillar 1 Member Agencies
(Trade)
LEAD AGENCY: | Labor DOLE
DTI-Bureau of | Environment DENR, DOE
International = Trade ['Djgital Economy DICT, DTI-ECO, DTI-BITR,
Relations

DTI-STMO, DTI-BPS, DOF,
IPOPHIL, NPC, NTC, BSP

Agriculture

DA

Transparency and Good
Regulatory Practices

ARTA,NEDA, BOC, DA, FDA,
PRC, SEC, DTI-BPS, DTI-
STMO

Competition Policy

PCC

Trade Facilitation

BOC, STMO

Inclusivity

DOLE, NCIP, PCW

Technical Assistance and
Economic Cooperation

DTI-RGMS, BOI, NEDA

Institutional Provisions and
Definition

DOIJ, DFA

In this regard, we would like to request your respective inputs on the extent of sensitivities
relative to climate change and environment protection, as well as the commitment and reservation

on the existing environmental policies and environmental agreements.

Furthermore and in relation to the upcoming 1st In-Person IPEF Negotiating Round in
Brisbane, Australia, the Department of Energy, as one of the lead agencies for IPEF Pillar 3 (Clean
Economy), had invited agencies for an Inter-Agency Meeting to be held on 06 December 2022,

3PM, via MS Teams:

For your information and appropriate action, please.

cc: Atty. Norlito A. Eneran

Meeting ID: 448 166 401 918
Passcode: oXfhpb

Director, Legal Affairs Service

For. Marcial C. Amaro, Jr.

Assistant Sccretary for Policy, Planning and Foreign Assisted and

Special Projects

MELINDA C. CAPISTRANO
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In preparation for the first round of Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity
(IPEF) Negotiations in Brisbane, Australia on 09-16 December 2022, IPEF Pillars lead agencies
have been conducting series of inter-agency meetings in order to identify the best approach to IPEF
during the upcoming negotiation and push the offensive and defensive interests of the Philippines.

Hereunder are the salient features and updates relative to inter-agency meetings conducted
in relation to the upcoming 1st Negotiating Meeting in Brisbane, Australia:

A. Online Focus Group Discussion (FGD) for Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for
Prosperity (IPEF) Pillar 1 (Trade) - Environment held on 22 November 2022

e Ma. Regina C. Serafico, the OIC of the Bilateral Relations Division of the BITR
moderated the FGD. The Bilateral Relations Division is in charge of the participation
of the country to the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity. Ms. Serafico
highlighted some environmental objectives for environment chapter themes discussed
during the conceptual discussion led by the US, to wit:

- Ensure that trade and environmental policies are mutually supportive;

- Protect and preserve the environment (ensuring provisions do not weaken or reduce
protections afforded in domestic environmental laws);

- Promote effective enforcement of environmental laws;

- Provide opportunities for public participation and information-sharing in
environmental policies and law enforcement;

- Promote sustainable management of fisheries and forests;

- Promote conservation of marine species;

- Address Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing (IUU) fishing; and

- Combat illegal trade of wild flora and fauna

e The Environment Module is under Pillar 1 (Trade). The DTI sought the Department’s
insights on the constraints and specific concerns based on the United States-Mexico-
Canada Agreement reference article on Environment;

e It was noted that the key areas should include capacity building on adaptive capacity
on the impacts of climate change and mitigation measures;



DTI flagged the IPET should be inclusive and should bring a new package of assistance
to environment-related activities in the country;

There will be dedicated access for the Undersecretary for Policy, Planning and
International Affairs and official IPEF focal points to the IPEF website;

Mr. Albert Magalang of CCS-DENR highlighted the participation of the Philippines in
an internationally legally binding agreement on plastic pollution; and

On trans-border researches, the DENR can always propose during the negotiation on
the conduct of joint researches, e.g. Invasive Alien Species, carbon sequestration, etc.

. During the Inter-agency meeting for IPEF Pillar 2 (Supply Chains) held on 29
November 2022 which was chaired by the Board of Investments (BOI), the
following comments/agreements were raised:

There are many overlaps in IPEF pillars. The strategy is to construct a holistic
framework to attract business partners. The IPEF can be a mechanism that will allow
trade and investment in the legislation in US where the Philippines is restricted;

There should be assurance of environmental safeguards including Circular Economy
as the new law on Extended Producer Responsibility aims to ensure efficiency in supply
chains that would not cause extreme environmental disruptions;

IPEF is a framework and not a Free Trade Agreement, but eventually this might work
towards having market access;

The Philippines is participating in all Pillars but some IPEF partners are participating
in some pillars. The approach to IPEF is to be offensive and to push more in order get
the interests of the Philippines. The challenge would be to identify how and when to
declare a product is a critical good. What is a critical product for the Philippine may
not be a critical product to other IPEF members. In addition, what is critical to ASEAN
may not affect other regions;

Agencies were reminded of the deadline of submission of comments to the IPEF Pillar
2 non-papers of IPEF partners on 05 December 2022; and

For the members of the Philippine delegation, agencies were reminded on the
processing of Travel Authorities and application of Australian visa.

. During the Virtual Philippine delegation meeting/inter-agency meeting for IPEF
held on 02 December 2022 which was chaired by DTI Assistant Secretary Allan
B. Gepty (with Co-chair DFA Assistant Secretary Eric Tamayo), the following
updates and reminders were raised for the members of Philippine Delegation to
the IPEF Negotiation on Brisbane, Australia:

Asec Gepty reminded that agencies should be prepared regarding certain texts and
language to be used;

On the matter of Environment, Asec Gepty requested the Department to advise the DTI
on the extent of sensitivities relative to climate change and environment protection.
Some guide questions: What are the hard commitments on environment treaties? Are
there certain reservations when it comes 1o environment?

Asec Eric Tamayo advised the agencies to be familiar with the US Global Cross Border
Privacy Rules Declaration (https://www.commerce.gov/global-cross-border-privacy-
rules-declaration);

The Environment module is one of the elements without submitted text (only Agenda).
Thus, during the negotiation meeting in Brisbane, Australia, it is expected that module
would be more of identifying sensitivities, scanning and mapping the
situation/environment, and exchanges of views;

Usec Ceferino Rodolfo who serves as the IPEF Chief negotiator clarified that the
Philippines’ focus is to bring in investment by using IPEF as platform. He added, we
should address some issues that make it difficult for the Philippines to get investments.
It is important to talk with other IPEF partners regarding issues as we are trying to
capture the benefit in parallel to the texts;



e On Administrative and Logistic matters, ASEC Tamayo of DFA said their Office of
Consular Affairs (OCA) is ready to provide endorsement instead of note verbale for
those using the regular passports; and

o The DTI reminded that delegates will be responsible for in-land transportation in
Brisbane including transfers to and from the Airport.

The table below shows the composition of the working group under the IPEF Pillar 1

(Trade).

PILLAR 1 (Trade) Modules under Pillar 1 Member Agencies
(Trade)

LEAD AGENCY: | Labor DOLE

DTI-Bureau of | Environment DENR, DOE

International - Trade [ Digital Economy DICT, DTI-ECO, DTI-BITR,

Relations

DTI-STMO, DTI-BPS, DOF,
IPOPHIL, NPC, NTC, BSP

Agriculture

DA

Transparency and Good
Regulatory Practices

ARTA,NEDA, BOC, DA, FDA,
PRC, SEC, DTI-BPS, DTI-
STMO

Competition Policy PCC
Trade Facilitation BOC, STMO
Inclusivity DOLE, NCIP, PCW

Technical Assistance and

DTI-RGMS, BOI, NEDA

Economic Cooperation
Institutional Provisions and
Definition

DOIJ, DFA

In this regard, we would like to request your respective inputs on the extent of sensitivities
relative 1o climate change and environment protection, as well as the commitment and reservation
on the existing environmental policies and environmental agreements.

Furthermore and in relation to the upcoming 1st In-Person IPEF Negotiating Round in
Brisbane, Australia, the Department of Energy, as one of the lead agencies for IPEF Pillar 3 (Clean
Economy), had invited agencies for an Inter-Agency Meeting to be held on 06 December 2022,
3PM, via MS Teams:

Meeting ID: 448 166 401 918
Passcode: oXfhpb

For your information and appropriate action, please.

-
MELINDA C. CAPISTRANO
9’

cc: Atty. Norlito A. Eneran
Director, Legal Affairs Service

For. Marcial C. Amaro, Jr.
Assistant Sccretary for Policy, Planning and Foreign Assisted and
Special Projects
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ERRATUM RE: INVITATION: IPEF Pillar 3 Inter-Agency Meeting, 06 December 2022
(Tuesday), 1500H Manila Time

1 message

Ingrid Marche Perpetua C. Calapit <icalapit@doe.gov.ph> Fri, Dec 2, 2022 at 7:54 PM
To: Jerome llagan <ilaganj@climate.gov.ph>, "ilaganjerome.ccc@gmail.com” <ilaganjerome.ccc@gmail.com>,
"eoi_itad@bir.gov.ph” <eoi_itad@bir.gov.ph>, "lyka.leigh.lolentino@bir.gov.ph" <lyka.leigh.tolentino@bir.gov.ph>,
"giselle.marie.galvez@bir.gov.ph” <giselle.marie.galvez@bir.gov.ph>, "mchdichosa@boi.gov.ph"
<mchdichosa@boi.gov.ph>, "ids@boi.gov.ph" <ids@boi.gov.ph>, "smsrecolizado@boi.gov.ph"
<smsrecolizado@boi.gov.ph>, "jmallaneza@boi.gov.ph" <jmallaneza@boi.gov.ph>, "boi-ird@boi.gov.ph" <boi-
ird@boi.gov.ph>, "reab@climate.gov.ph" <reab@climate.gov.ph>, "lapiza@climate.gov.ph" <lapiza@climate.gov.ph>,
"noel.padre@da.gov.ph” <noel.padre@da.gov.ph>, "tisha.delarosa@da.gov.ph” <tisha.delarosa@da.gov.ph>,
"janet.garcia@da.gov.ph” <janet.garcia@da.gov.ph>, "daiad.saoceania@gmail.com” <daiad.saoceania@gmail.com>,
"oueiea.denr@gmail.com” <oueiea.denr@gmail.com>, "amaromarsjr@yahoo.com" <amaromarsjr@yahoo.com>,
"amaromarsjr@gmail.com" <amaromarsjr@gmail.com>, "odpps@yahoo.com” <odpps@yahoo.com>,
"psddivision@gmail.com" <psddivision@gmail.com>, "Ismojica@denr.gov.ph" <lsmojica@denr.gov.ph>,
"febtumines@gmail.com” <febtumines@gmail.com>, "hjpdonato@denr.gov.ph" <hjpdonato@denr.gov.ph>,
"ma.carmelacariaga@gmail.com" <ma.carmelacariaga@gmail.com>, "oumaier@dfa.gov.ph" <oumaier@dfa.gov.ph>,
"jose.chan-gonzaga@dfa.gov.ph" <jose.chan-gonzaga@dfa.gov.ph>, "caa@dfa.gov.ph" <caa@dfa.gov.ph>,
"oaa.divi@dfa.gov.ph" <oaa.divi@dfa.gov.ph>, "katrina.martin@dfa.gov.ph" <katrina.martin@dfa.gov.ph>,
"reanne.apostol@dfa.gov.ph” <reanne.apostol@dfa.gov.ph>, "nonna.punzalan@dfa.gov.ph"
<nonna.punzalan@dfa.gov.ph>, “eric.tamayo@dfa.gov.ph” <eric.tamayo@dfa.gov.ph>, "apec.oumaier@dfa.gov.ph”
<apec.oumaier@dfa.gov.ph>, "apecams@gmail.com” <apecams@gmail.com>, "arnel.sanchez@dfa.gov.ph"
<arnel.sanchez@dfa.gov.ph>, "michael.ostique@dfa.gov.ph" <michael.ostique@dfa.gov.ph>, "afsugay@doj.gov.ph"
<afsugay@doj.gov.ph>, "goortha@doj.gov.ph" <goortha@doj.gov.ph>, "mlangeles@doj.gov.ph"
<mlangeles@doj.gov.ph>, "abluna@doj.gov.ph" <abluna@doj.gov.ph>, "kanitura@doj.gov.ph" <kanitura@doj.gov.ph>,
"dole.ilab@ymail.com” <dole.ilab@ymail.com>, "ircd.ilab@yahoo.com" <ircd.ilab@yahoo.com>, "od@blr.dole.gov.ph"
<od@blr.dole.gov.ph>, "od_ble@yahoo.com” <od_ble@yahoo.com>, "usecrd@dost.gov.ph" <usecrd@dost.gov.ph>,
"ousec.rd@dost.gov.ph" <ousec.rd@dost.gov.ph>, Dr Leah Buendia <leahbuendia@yahoo.com=>,
"oasec_ic@dost.gov.ph" <oasec_ic@dost.gov.ph>, "umpalmones@pcieerd.dost.gov.ph"
<umpalmones@pcieerd.dost.gov.ph>, "caloy.arcilla@gmail.com" <caloy.arcilla@gmail.com>, "jjomao-as@dost.gov.ph"
<jrjiomao-as@dost.gov.ph>, "Leah N. Membrere" <Imembrere@doe.gov.ph>, "Faye G. Rivera"
<fgrivera@pnri.dost.gov.ph>, "rcmruiz@gppb.gov.ph" <rcmruiz@gppb.gov.ph>, "oed@gppb.gov.ph”
<oed@gppb.gov.ph>, "secretariat@gppb.gov.ph” <secretariat@gppb.gov.ph>, "pegarcia@gppb.gov.ph"
<pegarcia@gppb.gov.ph>, "maguillermo@gppb.gov.ph" <maguillermo@gppb.gov.ph>, "legal@gppb.gov.ph"
<legal@gppb.gov.ph>, "gppb@gppb.gov.ph” <gppb@gppb.gov.ph>, "rgedillon@neda.gov.ph" <rgedillon@neda.gov.ph>,
"baganapin@neda.gov.ph" <baganapin@neda.gov.ph>, "RMPlanta@neda.gov.ph" <RMPlanta@neda.gov.ph>,
"KPMangune@neda.gov.ph" <KPMangune@neda.gov.ph>, "NTNatural@neda.gov.ph” <NTNatural@neda.gov.ph>,
"RSDacumos@neda.gov.ph” <RSDacumos@neda.gov.ph>, "FCCoballes@neda.gov.ph" <FCCoballes@neda.gov.ph>,
"&is-peed@neda.gov.ph” <&is-peed@neda.gov.ph>, "&anres-ed@neda.gov.ph” <&anres-ed@neda.gov.ph>,
"riodr.santos@gmail.com" <riodr.santos@gmail.com>, "MarionneJayShimada@dti.gov.ph”
<MarionneJayShimada@dti.gov.ph>

Cc: Felix William Fuentebella <repwimpy@gmail.com>, "Usec. Felix William B. Fuentebella"
<repwimpy.fuentebella@doe.gov.ph>, "Michael O. Sinocruz" <mike_sinocruz@yahoo.com>, "OIC - Dir. Michael O.
Sinocruz" <msinocruz@doe.gov.ph>, "William G. Quinto" <wquinto@doe.gov.ph>, William Quinto
<williamquinto1211@gmail.com>, "Allan D, Rabe" <arabe@doe.gov.ph>, "Christopher Edmundo V. Manalo"
<cevmanalo@doe.gov.ph>, Christopher Manalo <tophetski@yahoo.com>, Hershey dela Cruz
<hershey_delacruz@yahoo.com>, "Hershey T. Dela Cruz" <hdelacruz@doe.gov.ph>, "Michael G. Floria"
<mfloria@doe.gov.ph>, mdjoven <mdjoven@dof.gov.ph>, Neil Cabiles <ncabiles@dof.gov.ph>, zselma
<zselma@dof.gov.ph>, afang <afang@dof.gov.ph>, "Antonette C. Tionko" <ationko@dof.gov.ph>, "Dakila Elieen M.
Napao" <dnapao@dof.gov.ph>, dminimo <dminimo@dof.gov.ph>, "Euvimil Nina R. Asuncion" <easuncion@dof.gov.ph>,
jlontok <jlontok@dof.gov.ph>, mlgarcia <migarcia@dof.gov.ph>, rjaectin <rjaectin@dof.gov.ph>, Roberto Miguel
Dimaculangan <rdimaculangan@dof.gov.ph>, Sharmaine Ramirez <sramirez@dof.gov.ph>, ECCD IERS PEMS
<eccd.ierspems@gmail.com>

Good evening Pillar 3 Inter-Agency Members,

Resending the invitation with the correct day.



\
* Thank you and regards,

Ingrid

Sent on behalf of Director Michael O. Sinocruz

Dear Pillar {1l Inter-Agency Members,

In preparation for the 1st round of IPEF Negotiations in December 2022, we would like 1o invite you to the Pillar 3
Inter-Agency Meeting to be held via MS teams on 06 December 2022 (Tuesday), 3:00 PM (Manila time).

Below are the Meeting credentials:

Microsoft Teams meeting
Join on your computer, mobile app or room device
Click here to join the meeting

Meeting ID: 448 166 401 918
Passcode: oXfhpb

Download Teams | Join on the web

Learn More | Meeting options

To supplement our previous request for inputs on tangible benefits, we also seek your guidance on the extent of
sensitivities and offensive interests within the scope of the Pillar [ll that may be under the purview of your respective
agencies.

Finally, we would appreciate your confirmation of atlendance to the meeting.

Thank you and we look forward to your continued support and cooperation.

Regards,

Ingrid

From: Ingrid Marche Perpetua C. Calapit

Sent: Friday, 2 December 2022 5:18 pm

To: Jerome llagan <ilaganj@climate.gov.ph>; ilaganjerome.ccc@gmail.com; eoi_itad@bir.gov.ph;
lyka.leigh.tolentino@bir.gov.ph; giselle.marie.galvez@bir.gov.ph; mchdichosa@boi.gov.ph; ids@boi.gov.ph;
smsrecolizado@boi.gov.ph; jmallaneza@boi.gov.ph; boi-ird@boi.gov.ph; reab@climate.gov.ph;
lapiza@climate.gov.ph; noel.padre@da.gov.ph; tisha.delarosa@da.gov.ph; janet.garcia@da.gov.ph;
daiad.saoceania@gmail.com; oueiea.denr@gmail.com; amaromarsjr@yahoo.com; amaromarsjr@gmail.com;
odpps@yahoo.com; psddivision@gmail.com; Ismojica@denr.gov.ph; feblumines@gmail.com;



