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MEMORANDUM

FOR : The Directors
Biodiversity Management Bureau
Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau
Environmental Management Bureau
Forest Management Bureau

Climate Change Service

FROM : The OIC Director
Policy and Planning Service

SUBJECT REQUEST FOR COMMENTS/INPUTS ON THE ZERO DRAFT
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL (HRC) RESOLUTION ON THE
REALIZATION OF THE EQUAL ENJOYMENT OF THE RIGHT
TO EDUCATION BY EVERY GIRL

DATE : 03 OCT 2023

This pertains to the letter from Ms. Nadine Rosario M. Morales, Acting Head
of the Office of United Nations and International Organizations, Department of
Foreign Affairs, requesting for inputs to the enclosed Zero Draft Human Rights
Council (HRC) Resolution on the Realization of the Equal Enjoyment of the Right to
Education by Every Girl being deliberated at the 54th Session of the Human Rights
Council.

The draft resolution is being spearheaded by the United Kingdom and United
Arab Emirates and also emphasizes that the full realization of the right to education
is an essential condition for achieving sustainable development goals and
addressing climate and environmental change.

In relation to this, please be informed that this Office prepared the following
initial inputs to the =zero draft for your concurrence and/or additional
comments/inputs, if any:

1) On PP14, include the “policy making process, women’s suffrage on
electing climate and environmental leaders and advocates” in the provision
to state as “Recognizing that the right to education is a multiplier right that
supports the empowerment of all women and girls to claim their human
rights, including the right to participate in the conduct of public affairs such
as dealing with climate and environmental action and disaster risk
reduction as well as in economic, social and cultural life, and to fully,
equally and meaningfully participate in the decision making and policy
making process, women’s suffrage on electing climate and
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2)

3)

4)

environmental leaders and advocates, and the transformative potential
of education for every girl.”

On item e under OP5. Urges all states, include “building climate-smart
facilities.”

Include additional provision on OP6. Calls upon States to state as
“Ensure that educational institutions teach mental health literacy and
awareness among girls, and coping mechanisms to mental health
stresses brought by climate and environmental changes/shocks,
severe weather or climate conditions that cause devastating impacts
on communities and ecosystems.”

Include the significant role of young women in sustaining, managing, and
protecting the communities and natural resources.

We appreciate receiving your inputs/concurrence on or before October 03,

2023. You may send the advance copy of your inputs to psddivision@gmail.com.

For information and consideration.

CHERY|/LOISE T. LEAL



OFFICE OF UNITED NATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
20 September 2023

Sir/Madam:

The Department of Foreign Affairs respectfully refers to the enclosed zero
draft Human Rights Council (HRC) Resolution on the Realization of the Equal
Enjoyment of the Right to Education by Every Girl being deliberated at the 54
Session of the Human Rights Council. The draft resolution is being spearheaded by
the United Kingdom and United Arab Emirates.

The draft resolution emphasizes that the full realization of the right to
education is an essential condition for achieving sustainable development goals and
addressing climate and environmental change.

The Department would highly appreciate receiving inputs on the draft
resolution by 25 September 2023 through email address unio.div6@dfa.gov.ph for
onward submission fo the Philippine Permanent Mission to the United Nations in
Geneva.

With our highest esteem and best wishes.

Very truly yours,
For the Secretary of Foreign Affairs:

NADINE ROSARIO M. MORALES
Acting Head of Office

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED DISTRIBUTION LIST:

2330 Roxas Blvd., Pasay City, 1300 Philippines
Tel. No. 8834-4000
www.dfa.gov.ph



DISTRIBUTION LIST:

1) HON. SARA Z. DUTERTE
Vice President and Secretary of Education

2) HON. SEVERO CATURA
Undersecretary
Presidential Human Rights Committee Secretariat

3) HON. ARSENIO BALISACAN
Secretary
National Economic and Development Authority

4) HON. MARIA ANTONIA YULO-LOYZAGA
Secretary
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

5) HON. RACHEL ANNE S. HERRERA
Commissioner
Climate Change Commission
CC: DFA-OUMAIER

Philippine Permanent Mission to the UN in Geneva

UNIO-6-498%-2023 (jsr/ji)



Human Rights Council

Fifty-fourth session

11 September — 13 October 2023

Agenda item 3

Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights,

including the right to development

Pre-zero draft resolution

Realization of the equal enjoyment of the right to education by every girl

The Human Rights Council,
Guided by the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations,

PP1 Reaffirming the human right of everyone to education, which is enshrined in, inter alia,
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other relevant international human rights instruments,
including the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, [PP1 HRC 47/5]

PP2 Recalling all relevant Human Rights Council resolutions, in particular resolutions-32/20-

of 1 July-2016:35/22-0£22 June 2017, 47/5 of 26 July 2021 [Updated PP2 HRC 47/5]

PP3 Recalling also that gender equality and the right to education have been recognized in the
Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, the Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development, the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the
outcome documents of their review conferences, [PP3 HRC 47/5]

PP4 Recognizing that the full realization of the right to education for all is an essential
condition for achieving sustainable development and addressing climate and environmental change,
and in this regard encouraging States to effectively implement the 2030 Agenda, including Sustainable
Development Goal 4 on ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education and promoting lifelong
learning opportunities for all, underlining the commitment therein to eliminate gender disparities in
education, and Goal 5 on achieving gender equality and empowering all women and girls, [Updated

PP5 47/5]

PPS Recalling the need to ensure that all children enjoy the right to education and are ensured
equal access to quality early childhood development, care and pre-primary education so that they are
ready for primary education, the need to eliminate gender disparities in education by 2030, and the
need to build and upgrade education facilities that are child-focused, disability- and gender-sensitive
and provide safe, non-violent, inclusive, accessible and effective learning environments for all, [PP6

4745]




PP6 Noting with appreciation the work carried out by all relevant organs, bodies and
mechanisms of the United Nations system within their respective mandates, in particular the United
Nations Children’s Fund and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), the United
Nations Population Fund, the United Nations Environment Programme, and the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, as well as the efforts of organizations and civil society
to promote all girls’ full and equal enjoyment of the right to education, [Updated PP8 HRC 47/5]

PP7 Deeply concerned that approximately 1 billion children are at risk from climate change
impacts, which can disproportionately affect the enjoyment of human rights including the right to
education by all women and girls particularly the most marginalised, those internally displaced. those
living with disabilities. or living in rural areas [NEW]

PP7bis Deeply concerned also that climate change can impose demands and pressures on
households where girls are disproportionately impacted, including through ingrained gender

inequalities. stereotypes and structural discrimination that may prevent many girls from accessing and
completing at least 12 years of quality education [Based on PP7 HRC 47/5]

PP8 Deeply concerned further that climate and environmental disasters are increasing in
severity and occurring almost five times as frequently as fifty vears ago. disrupting the education of 40
million children a every vear through impacts such as school closures, reduced funding -and resources,
and provision of education by state actors. [NEW]

PP9 Deeply concern also that according to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisations 118.5 million girls are out of school, 11 million are at risk of dropping out of
school, 15 million girls will never enter a classroom, 18.7 million school aged children will be affected
by natural disasters angd the effect of climate change and if current trends continue, by 2025 climate
change could be a contributing factor in preventing approximately 12.5 million girls from completing
their education each vear [NEW]

PP10 Noting with deep concern also that girls living in situations of fragility, climate and
environmental change face higher barriers to —enjoying their right to education such as _forced
displacement, child, early and forced marriage, sexual and gender-based violence including within
school and during girls’ journeys to and from school. threats of attacks and violence related to
attending school, lack of security and essential facilities that meet the needs of female students and
teachers and ‘girl-friendly’ infrastructure and lack of empowerment including on economic grounds,

[Based on PP21 HRC 47/5]

PP11 Deeply concerned that those facing the greatest threats from environmental and

pandemic risks are often the most vulnerable and marginalised communities, including girls. and are

the least resilient and least well equipped in terms of education, capacity, and resources.-[NEW based
on HRC 52/441

PP12 Reiterating that access to quality education is_essential for girls including the rnost
marginalised, those living with disabilities and those living in rural areas, to protect and defend their
human rights from potentially harmful climate and environmental impacts [NEW based on HRC 52/33]

PP13 Deeply concerned that the lack of access to_safe and adequate water and sanitation
services, including for menstrual_health and hygiene management, especially in schools,_and in
situations of fragility and displacement due to climate shocks, negatively affects gender equality and
women’s and girls’ enjoyment of human rights, including the rights to education and the highest
attainable standard of physical and mental health, and that widespread silence and stigma surrounding
menstruation and menstrual hygiene mean that women and girls often lack basic information and




education thereon and are excluded and stigmatized, and are thus prevented from realizing their full
potential, including in accessing at least 12 years of quality education {Updated PP19 HRC 47/5]

PP13 bis: Recognizes that education can play a key role in preventing, mitigating and life-
saving actions during climate shocks and environmental damage and natural disasters by educating
oirls, adolescent girls and young women on how to prepare, respond. utilize technology and take action
during climate crisis and disasters, and stresses that equal access to_inclusive, equitable and quality
education provides them with opportunities. capacities and understanding that enable women’s full,
equal, effective and meaningful participation and strengthen the voice. agency and leadership of
womnien and girls in climate, environmental and disaster risk action [NEW

PP14 Recognizing that the right to education is a multiplier right that supports the
empowerment of all women and girls to claim their human rights, including the right to participate in
the conduct of public affairs such as dealing with climate and environmental action and disaster risk
reduction as well as in economic, social and cultural life, and to fully, equally and meaningfully
participate in the decision-making processes that shape society, and the transformative potential of
education for every girl, [Updated PP10 HRC 47/5]

PP15 Also recognising the transformative potential of access to free. safe, inclusive and

quality education and lifelong leaming in developing girls as powerful leaders and agents in tackling
and responding to climnate change, as girls’ education has been identified as one of the most important
socioeconomic determinants in reducing vulnerability to climate change, with every additional year of
schooling for girls leading to significant improvements in a country’s overall resilience to climate-

related disasters, [NEW]




PP16 Determined to give full effect to the right to education and to guarantee that this right is
recognized and exercised without discrimination of any kind, {PP23 HRC 47/5]

OP 1. Reaffirms that the right to education, enshrined in international human rights law, can
help enable the realization of many other human rights, particularly for girls; [OP2 HRC 47/5]

OP2. Recognizes that the realization of the equal enjoyment of the right to education by every
girl is crucial to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, particularly Goals 4 and 5, by
promoting tolerance, increasing all pirls’ agency. autonomy and empowering —tewards-the-their full,




equal and meanmgful part1c1pat10n ef-all—nwls in somety and-to-leave-no-one-behind-and-that-education-
d-stability; [Updated OP3 HRC 47/5]

OP3. Further recognises the critical role of access to at least 12 years of safe, free inclusive
and —quality education for all girls in tackling climate and environmental change, including increasing
communities’ resilience and adaptive capacity to climate and environmental shocks and the transition
to net-zero and greening economies [NEW]

OP4. Welcomes the education and gender equality focus in the 28th Conference of the Parties
to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP28 UAE). particularly with the inclusion of
thernatic days on gender equality and youth, children, education. and skills [NEW]

OPS5. Usrges all States:

a, To strengthen and intensify their efforts to take deliberate, concrete and targeted steps
for every girl to fully realize the equal enjoyment of the right to education, to eliminate legal,
administrative, financial, structural, physical, communication, social and cultural barriers that hinder
girls’ equal enjoyment of the right to education, and to appropriately ensure non-discrimination in the
admission of girls-and-beys- any child at all levels of education, particularly when designing policy
measures, programmes and resource allocations; [Updated OP5Sa HRC 47/5]

b. To review, repeal and eliminate, as appropriate, laws, policies and practices that
negatively affect the right to education of every girl, in accordance with intemational human rights
obligations, including discriminatory laws, policies, practices, customs, traditions or religious
considerations, financial barriers, all forms of violence, including sexual and gender-based violence
and harassment on the way to and from school and in the school environment, the worst forms of child
labour, early pregnancy, harmful practices such as female genital mutilation, gender stereotypes and-,_
child, early and forced marriage and barriers to menstrual hygiene management | Updated OP5Sb HRC

47/5]

c. To recognise that discriminatory gender norms which deny girls’ their right to

education. prevent them from fulfilling their leadership potential as agents for change and undermine
opportunities to tackle the triple planetary crises of climate change. environmental degradation, and
loss of biodiversity [INEW]

d. To ensure that_all girls,_including married and/or pregnant adolescents and young
mothers, as well as single mothers, can continue and complete their education before. during and after
climate shocks, and in this regard, design, implement and where applicable, revise educational policies
to allow them to remain in and retum to school, providing them with access to sexual and reproductive
health-care services and information, as well as social services and financial and psychological support
including in situations of and unusually severe weather or climate conditions that cause devastating
impacts on communities and ecosystems; [Updated OP 6¢c HRC/47/5]




e. To strengthen efforts to address climate and environmental change in and through

education by building resilient, climate-smart school systems that equip_all leamers with the
knowledge. skills, and agency to adapt to the challenges of a changing climate and act as agents of
change for their future, including by promoting science, technology, engineering, and mathematics
subjects for all girls [NEW]

f To ensure that educational institutions teach all children the basic foundational skills
of literacy, numeracy, and socio-emotional learning to allow them to progress and equip them with the
skills, qualifications, and support to transition from education into work, particularly supporting girls
and adolescents to equally access good quality employment, including within the fields of environment
and science [NEW]

OP6. Calls upon States:

a. To promote the progressive realization of girls® right to education by providing them
with access to at least 12 years of safe. -quality and inclusive education by implementing appropriate
measures, as applicable,_including in situations of crisis; and unusually severe weather or climate

condmons that cause devastatmg 1mpacts on communities and ecosystems , eliminating-barriers—to~

eeahnueas—edaeaﬂe&%h;eagheu%dae—paﬂdemie-[updated OP6a HRC 47/5]

b. To strengthen and intensify their efforts to prevent and eliminate all forms of school-
related gender-based violence_and harassment against girls, including in crisis situations and extreme
weather or climate conditions, to hold accountable those responsible for those acts; [Updated OP6b

HRC 47/5]

c. To_ensure promote and protect the rights of women and girls including married and/or
pregnant adolescents and young mothers, as well as single mothers, to equal access to education
through enhanced emphasis on free and quality primary and secondary education and by providing
additional targeted support for girls as they reach adolescence when oender-speciﬁc barriers _start to

HRC 47/5 ]

+OP7. Calls upon States, as part of efforts to support the realisation of the equal enjoyment of
the right to education by all, to integrate education sector resilience obijectives into national climate
plans and policies and develop an inclusive action plan for more sustainable, resilient, and climate-
smart education systems;s [NEW]~




OP8. Encourages States to strengthen the collection and use of more and better data on the

impacts of climate change, to support girls’ access to _skills development and technical and vocational
education and training as part of wider climate education curricula to enable them to become future
leaders and decision makers. including in country transitions to green and blue economies and to tackle
aender-based discrimination which can prevent this; INEW]

OP9. Also Encourages States to support the global initiative of the Greening Education
Partnership in its aims to harness the role of quality education in tackling climate change and build
inclusive resilient education systems. -which is an important contribution in the realisation of the equal
enjoyment of the right to education by all [INEW]

OP10. Also encourages States to increase _ financing, investments and intemational
cooperation to provide equal opportunities for all girls to complete free-equitable-inclusive-access-at
least 12 vears of free, equitable, inclusive safe;-quality education_early—childhood,—primary—and—
secondary—education—and be equipped with the knowledge. skills. and agency for climate action,
including by scaling up and strengthening national, regional and international initiatives, as
appropriate, such as the Greening Education Partnership, United Nations Girls’ Education Initiative,
the Out-of-School Children Initiative, the Global Partnership for Education and the United Nations
Population Fund-United Nations Children’s Fund Global Programme to Accelerate Action to End
Child Marriage, and to explore additional innovative mechanisms based on models combining public
and private resources, while taking appropriate action to ensure that all education providers are
qualified and adequately trained and to give due respect to human rights, including the right to
education; [Based on OP12 HRC 47/5]

OP11. Also calls upon States and the international community to scale up the emergency
education response to ensure that children and youth are safe and learning if they are displaced from
school and can then return to school when conditions allow, including ensuring that the Education




Cannot Wait and Global Partnership for Education are obtaining the necessary funding to respond to
climate emergencies; [NEW]

OPllbis Urpes states to support the efforts of developing countries, particularly least

developed countries, to progressively realize the right to education. in particular efforts to ensure the
right to education of every girl through allocating appropriate resources, including financial and

technical resources, in support of country-led national education plans; (NEW based on HRC 35/22 and
OP13 HRC 47/5)

OP12. Requests States engage relevant civil society, women rights organisations, disabled

peoples organisations, local communities, the private sector and other stakeholders in developing

strategies to harness the power of education to tackle climate change, environmental degradation and
loss of biodiversity, by empowering women, youth, families, and religious, cultural and education

leaders. as well as community leaders, including members of racial and ethnic minorities -cemmunitios;
persons with influence and authority within communities and all other concerned groups of civil

society: [NEW based on UNSC 2686 OP7]

OP13. Encourages the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
and relevant special procedure mandate holders to give the required attention to realizing the equal
enjoyment of the right to education by every girl in carrying out their mandates and in their reporting,
and to work collectively towards its realization through practical and efficient steps; [OP17 HRC 47/5]

OP14. Requests the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, in consultation
with States, United Nations agencies, in particular the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, the United Nations Children’s Fund, United Nations Environment Programme,
UN-Women, Education Cannot Wait, the special procedures of the Human Rights Council, the treaty
bodies, civil society organizations and other stakeholders, to prepare a report on_how climate change

can impact the realization of the equal enjoyment of the right to education by every girl, as well as
hlghhghtmg how the realization of the equal enjoyment of the right to educatlon by every glrl can

&eea&dmalaaﬂ-reeemmenéaaeas and makmg recommendanons for subxmssxon to the Human nghts
Council at its fifty-seventh forty-ninth session

OP15. Decides to remain seized of the matter
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Department of Environment and Natural Resources Mail - OSEC-2023-006%16: LETTER-{UNIO-6- 4383]-Request for Inputs ...

4

9/25/23,9:13AM

p—
¥~
é DENR Undersecretary for Policy, Planning and International Affairs <ouppia@denr.gov.ph>
f N
~—T

OSEC-2023-006116: LETTER-[UNIO-6- 4383]-Request for Inputs on HRC54
resolution on the Realization of Equal Enjoyment of the Right to Education by

Every Girl

DENR OSEC Referral <osec.referral@denr.gov.ph> : Sat, Sep 23, 2023 at 5:28 PM
To: "Undersecretary for Policy, Planning and International Affairs" <ouppia@denr.gov.ph> .

Sir/ Madam:

Respectfully referred to your good office for information and appropriate action,
with EDATS No. OSEC-2023-006116. i

Thank you!

NOTE: DO NOT REPLY TO THIS EMAIL. For updates, inquiries and other

communications, please send to osec@denr.gov.ph.

\‘oﬂ'“’"ﬂo« ‘
2 .

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
. 4/F DENR Main Buliding

- Visayas Avenue, Diliman
Quezon City

From: Divé UNIO <unio.divé@dfa.gov.ph>

Date: Wed, Sep 20, 2023 at 3:59 PM .

Subject: LETTER-[UNIO-6- 4383]-Request for Inputs on HRC54 resolution on the Realization of Equal Enjoyment of
the Right to Education by Every Girl

To: <osec@deped.gov.ph>, PHRCS - Office of the President <officialphrcs@gmail.com>, NEDA Office of the
Secretary <osec@neda.gov.ph>, Office of the Secretary <osec@denr.gov.ph>, Office of the Secretary
<osec@climate.gov.ph>, <ocrh@climate.gov.ph> '

Cc: Office UNIO <unio@dfa.gov.ph>, Div6é UN|O <unio.divé@dfa.gov.ph>

Dear Sir/Madam,

Please find enclosed the DFA's letter on the above subject.
Kindly acknowledge receipt of this email.

Thank you very much and kind regards.

Sincerely,

Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs Division

Office of the United Nations & International Organizations
Department of Foreign Affairs

2330 Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City

Republic of the Philippines

Tel: (632) 834-4913, 834-3507
Fax: (632) 832 3245

https://mail.google.comlmail/u/0/?ik=a46a2a4588&view=pt&search=all&permmsgld=msg-f:1 777820051 7653929148&simpl=msg-f:1777820051705. o2
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Your FEEDBACK matters.
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M 09202023142304.pdf
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DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGI AFFAIRS
» KAGAWARAN NG UGNAYANG PANLABAS

OFFICE OF UNITED NATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL. ORGANIZATIONS

20 September 2023

Sir/Madam:

The Department of Foreign Affairs respectfully refers to the enclosed zero
draft Human Rights Council (HRC) Resolution on the Realization of the Equal
Enjoyment of the Right to Education by Every Girl being deliberated at the 54"
Session of the Human Rights Council. The draft resolution is being spearheaded by
the United Kingdom and United Arab Emirates. N

The draft resolution emphasizes that the full realization of the right to
education is an essential condition for achieving sustainable development goals and
addressing climate and environmental change.

- The Department would highly appreciate recei\)ing inputs oh the draft
resolution by 25 September 2023 through email address unio.div6@dfa.gov.ph for
onward submission to the Philippine Permanent Mission to the United Nations in.
Geneva.

K With our highest esteemn and best wishes.

Very truly yours,
For the Secretary of Foreign Affairs:

NADINE ROSARIO M. MORALES
Acting Head of Office

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED DISTRIBUTION L|ST:

i

2330 Roxas Blvd,, Pasay City, 1300 Philippines
Tel. No. 8834-4000
www.dfa.gov.ph



DISTRIBUTION LIST:

1) HON. SARA Z. DUTERTE
Vice President and Secretary of Education

2) HON. SEVERO CATURA
Undersecretary
Presidential Human Rights Committee Secretariat

3) HON. ARSENIO BALISACAN

Secretary
National Economic and Development Authority

4) HON. MARIA ANTONIA YULO-LOYZAGA
Secretary '
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

5) HON. RACHEL ANNE S. HERRERA
Commissioner
Climate Change Commission
CC: DFA-OUMAIER

Philippine Permanent Mission to the UN in Geneva

UNI0-6-498%-2023 (jsrsj)



Human Rights Council

Fifty-fourth session

11 September — 13 October 2023

Agenda item 3

Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil,

political, economic, social and cultural rights,

including the right to development

Pre-zero draft resolution

Realization of the equal enjoyment of the right to gducation by every girl

The Human Rights Council,
Guided by the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations,

PP1 Reaffirming the human right of everyone to education, which is enshrined in, inter alia,
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other relevant international human rights instruments,
including the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, [PP1 HRC 47/51 -

PP2 Recalling all relevant Human Rights Council resolutions, in particular resolutions-32420-

of July-2016-35/22-of 22 June-2017, 47/5 of 26 July 2021 [Updated PP2 HRC 47/5]

PP3 Recalling also that gender equality and the right to education have been recognized in the
‘Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, the Programme’ of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development, the Beijing Declaration. and Platform for Action and the
outcome documents of their review conferences, [PP3 HRC 47/5]

PP4 Recognizing that the full realization of the right to education for all is an essential
condition for achieving sustainable development and addressing climate and environmental change,
and in this regard encouraging States to effectively implement the 2030 Agenda, including Sustainable

_Development Goal 4 on ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education and promoting lifelong

learning opportunities for all, underlining the commitment therein to eliminate gender disparities in
education, and Goal 5 on achieving gender equality and empowering all women and girls, [Updated

PP5 47/5]

PP5 Recalling the need to ensure that all children enjoy the right to education and are ensured
equal access to quality early childhood development, care and pre-primary education so that they are

-ready for primary education, the need to eliminate gender disparities in education by 2030, and the

need to build and upgrade education facilities that are child-focused, disability- and gender-sensitive
and provide safe, non-violent, inclusive, accessible and effective learning environments for all, [PP6
4715 .,



PP6 Noting with appreciation the work carried out by- all relevant organs, bodies and

mechanisms of the United Nations system within their respective niandates, in particular the United

Nations Children’s Fund and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), the United

_Nations Population Fund, the United Nations Environment Progranime, and the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, as well as the efforts of organizations and civil society
to promote all girls’ full and equal enjoyment of the right to education, [Updated PP8 HRC 47/51

PP7 Deenly concerned that approximately 1 billion _children are at risk from climate change

impacts, which can disproportionately affect the enjoyment of human rights including the right to

education by all women and girls particularly the most marginalised, those internally displaced, those
- living with disabilities. or living in rural arcas [NEW] :

PP7bis Deeply concerned also that climate change can impose demands and pressures on

households where _girls are disproportionately impacted, including through ingrained gender

inequalities, stereotypes and structural discrimination that may prevent many girls from accessing and

completing at least 12 years of quality education {Based on PP7 HRC 47/5]

PP8 Deeply concerned further that climate and environraental disasters are increasing in

‘severity and occurring almost five times as frequently as fifty years ago. disrupting the education of 40
million children a every year through impacts such as school closures, reduced funding -and resources,
and provision of education by state actors, [NEW] V. .

- Cdes qugeadns

PP9 Deeply concern also that according to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and

" Cultural Organisations 118.5 million girls are out of school, 11 million are at risk of dropping out of

school, 15 million girls will never enter a classroom, 18.7 million school aged children will be affected
by natural disasters and the effect of climate.change and if current trends continue, by 2025 climate
change could be a contributing factor in preventing approxunately 12 £ million girls from completing -
their education each year [NEW]

PP10 Noting with deep concern also that girls living in sfituaﬁons of fragility, climate and

environmental _change face higher barriers to —cnjoying their_righi to education such as _forced

displacement, child, early and forced marriage, sexual and gender-based violence including within

school and during girls’ journeys to and from school, threats of attacks and violence related to

attending school, lack of security and essential facilities that meet the needs of female students and
teachers and ‘girl-friendly’ infrastructure and lack of empowerment mcludmg on _economic grounds.

[Based on PP21 HRC 47/5] ;

PP11 Deeply concerned that those facing the greatest threats from environmental and

pandemic risks are often the most vulnerable and marginalised comrqunities, including girls. and are
the least resilient and least well equipped in terms of education, capacxty, and resources-TNEW based

HRC 52/44]

PP12_Reiterating that access to quality education is essential for girls including the most

. marginalised, those living with disabilities and those living in rurai areas, to protect and defend their

human rights from potentially harmful climate and environmental impacts [NEW based on HRC 52/331
VILCON
PP13 Deeply concerned that the lack of access to_safe{and adequate water and sanitation

services, including for menstrual_health and hygiene management, especially in schools, and in

situations of fragility and displacement due to climate shocks, negatively affects gender equality and
women's and girls” enjoyment of human rights, including the rights to education and the highest
- attainable standard of physical and mental health, and that widespread silence and stigma surrounding
menstruation and menstrual hygiene mean that women and girls often lack basic information and




education thereon and are excluded and stigmatized, and are thus prevented from realizing their full
potential, including in accessing at least 12 years of quality education {Updated PP19 HRC 47/5]

PP13 bis: Recognizes that education can play a key rol¢ in preventing, mitigating and life-
saving actions during climate shocks and environmental damage and natural disasters by educating
"girls, adolescent girls and young women on how to prepare, respond, utilize technology and take action
during_climate crisis and disasters, and stresses that equal access to inclusive, equitable and quality
education provides them with opportunities, capacities and understanding that enable women’s full,

equal, effective and meaningful participation and strengthen the voice. agency and leadership of
women and girls in climate, environmental and disaster risk action [NEW

PP14 Recognizing that the right to education is a mnitiplier right that supports the
empowerment of all women and girls to claim their human rights, including the right to participate in
the conduct of public affairs_such as dealing with climate and environmental action and disaster risk
reduction _as well as in economic, social and cultural life, and te fully, equally and meaningfully
participate in the decision-making processes that shape society, and the transformative potential of

 education for every girl, [Updated PP10 HRC 47/5] AR R P A e e

PP15 Also_recognising the transformative potential of access to free, safe, inclusive and
quality education and lifelong learning in developing girls as powe:ful leaders and agents in tackling
and responding to climate change, as girls’ education has been identified as one of the most important
socioeconomic determinants in reducing vulnerability to climate change, with every additional year of
schooling for girls leading to significant improvements in a country’s overall resilience to climate-

- related disasters, [NEW] :




PP16 Determined to give full effect to the right to education and to guarantee that this right is
recognized and exercised without discrimination of any kind, [PP23 HRC 47/5]

il

OP 1. Reaffirms that the right to education, enshrined in :inteﬁxational human rights law, can
help enable the realization of many other human rights, particularly for girls; [OP2 HRC 47/5]

OP2. Recognizes that the realization of the equal enjoyment of the right to education by every
~girl is crucial to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, particularly Goals 4 and 5, by
promoting tolerance, increasing all girls’ agency. autonomy and empowering -tewards-the-their full,




OP3. Further recognises the critical role of access to at least 12 years of safe, free inclusive

and -guality education for all girls in tackling climate and environmental change, including increasing

- communities’ resilience and adaptive capacity to climate and envircnmental shocks and the transition

to net-zero and greening economies [NEW]

OP4. Welcomes the education and gender equality focus in the 28th Conference of the Parties

to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP28 UAE), particularly with the inclusion of

thematic days on gender equality and youth, children, education, and skills [NEW]

OPS, Urges all States:

a, To strengthen and intensify their efforts to take deliberate, concrete and targeted steps
for every girl to fully realize the equal enjoyment of the right‘to education, to eliminate legal,
administrative, financial, structural, physical, communication, soc1a1 and cultural barriers that hinder
girls’ equal enjoyment of the right to education, and to appropriatcly ehsure non-discrimination in the
admission of girls—and-beys- any child at all levels of education, particularly when designing policy

" measures, programmes and resource allocations; [Updated OP5a HR( 47/51

b. To review, repeal and eliminate, as appropriate, laws, policies and practices that
negatively affect the right to education of every girl, in accordant‘:e.‘with international human rights
obligations, including discriminatory laws, policies, practices," customs, traditions or religious
considerations, financial barriers, all forms of violence, including sexual and gender-based violence
and harassment on the way to and from school and in the school environment, the worst forms of child

“labour, early pregnancy, harmful practices such as female genital mutilation, gender stereotypes and-,

child, early and forced marriage_and barriers to menstrual hygiene management [ Updated OP5b HRC

47/51

c. To _recognise that discriminatory gender norms which deny girls’ their right to

education. prevent them from fulfilling their leadership potential as agents for change and undermine

opportunities to tackle the triple planetary crises of climate chanae. environmental degradation, and

“loss of biodiversity [NEW]

d. To ensure that all girls,_including married and/orvpregnant adolescents and young
mothers, as well as single mothers, can continue and complete their education before, during and after

climate shocks, and in this regard, design, implement and where applicable, revise educational policies
to allow them to remain in and retumn to school, providing them with access to sexual and reproductive
health-care services_and information, as well as social services and f nancial and psychological support

.»mcludmg in situations of and unusually severe weather or climate conditions that cause devastating
impacts on communities and ecosystems; [Updated OP 6¢c HRC/47/5]




c. To _strengthen efforts to_address climate and en{rnronmental change in and through

education by_building_resilient, climate-smart school systems that equip_all leamers with the
knowledge, skills, and agency to adapt to the challenges of a changing climate and act as agents of
change for their future, including by promoting science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

subjects for all girls [NEW] ,
f. To ensure that educational institutions teach all children the basic foundational skills

of literacy, numeracy, and socio-emotional learning to allow them to'progress and equip them with the
skills, qualifications, and support to_transition from education into work, particularly supporting girls

and adolescents to equally access good quality employment, mcluduyz within the fields of environment

and science [NEW]

OP6. Calls upon States:

a. To promote the progressive realization of girls’ nght to education by providing them
with access to at least 12 years of safe, ~quality and inclusive education by implementing appropriate
_measures, as applicable,_including in situations of crisis; and unusually severe weather or climate

condmons that_cause devastatmg 1mpacts on communities and eccsystems R ekmmaaag—bamefs—te-

eeatm;eus—edaea&enﬂ;eagh&t—tbe—p&ndemie—[updated OP6a HRC 47/5]

b. To strengthen and intensify their efforts to prevent and eliminate all forms of school-
related gender-based violence and harassment against girls, including in crisis situations and extreme
.weather or climate conditions, to hold accountable those reSponSIble for those acts; [Updated QP6b

HRC 47/5]

¢. To_ensure promote and protect the rights of women ail'a‘d girls including married and/or
pregnant adolescents and young mothers, as well as single mothérs, to_equal access to education -
through enhanced emphasis on free and guality primary and secondary education and by providing
additional targeted support for girls as they reach adolescence when gender-specific barriers start to

~mult1ply and mcrease the nsk of glrls droppmg out of school-e&q—een&m&e—ané—eemplete—theﬁ-

¥

HRC 47/5]

+OP7. Calls upon States, as part of efforts to support the realisation of the equal enjoyment of

" the right to education by all, to integrate education sector resilience objectives into national climate

plans and policies and develop an inclusive action plan for more & 1stamable resilient, and climate-
smart education systems;: [INEW]-

:




OP8. Encourages States to strengthen the collection and use of more and better data on the

impacts of climate change, to support girls’ access to skills development and technical and vocational
- education and _training as part of wider climate education curricula to enable them to become future
leaders and decision makers, including in country transitions to green and blue economies and to tackle

gender-based discrimination which can prevent this; [NEW]

OP9. Also_Encourages States to support the global initiative of the Greening Education
Parinership in its aims to harness the role of quality education in tackling climate change and build
inclusive resilient education systems, -which is an important contribution in the realisation of the equal

- enjoyment of the right to education by all [NEW]

OP10. Also encourages States to increase _financing, investments and intemational

cooperation to provide equal opportunities for all girls to complete fres,-equitables-inclusive-aceess-at
least 12 vears of free, equitable, inclusive safe;—quality education _early—childhood;—primary—and—
secendary—education—-and be eguipped with the knowledge, skills, and agency for climate action,
including by scaling up and strengthening national, regional .and international initiatives, as
" appropriate, such as the Greening Education Parinership, United Nations Girls’ Education Initiative,
the Out-o0f-School Children Initiative, the Global Partnership for Education and the United Nations
Population Fund-United Nations Children’s Fund Global Programme to Accelerate Action to End
Child Marriage, and to explore additional innovative mechanisms based on models combining public
and private resources, while taking appropriate action to ensure’‘that all education providers are
qualified and adequately trained and to give due respect to hun.an nghts mcludmg the right to
. education; [Based on OP12 HRC 47/5]

OP11._Also calls upon States and the international community to scale up the emergency
education response to ensure that children and youth are safe and leaming if they are displaced from
school and can then return to school when conditions allow, including ensuring that the Education




Cannot Wait and Global Partnership for Education are obtaining the necessary funding to respond to

climate emergencies; [NEW]

OP1lbis Urges states to support the efforts of developing countries, particularly least

developed countries, to progressively realize the right to education, in particular efforts to ensure the

right to education of every girl through allocating appropriate resources, including financial and

technical resources, in support of country-led national education pla}ng;"( NEW based on HRC 35/22 and

OP13 HRC47/5)

OP12. Requests States engage relevant civil society, women rights organisations. disabled

peoples orpanisations, local communities, the private sector and other stakeholders in developing

strategies to harness the power of education to tackle climate change, environmental degradation and
loss of biodiversity, by empowering women, youth, families, and religious, cultural and education

leaders. as well as community leaders, including members of racial and ethnic minorities -eemmunities;_

persons with influence and authority within_communities and all. other concerned groups of civil
society: [INEW based on UNSC 2686 OP7]

OP13. Encourages the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
and relevant special procedure mandate holders to give the required attention to realizing the equal
enjoyment of the right to education by every girl in carrying out their mandates and in their reporting,
.and to work collectively towards its realization through practical and éfﬁcient steps; [OP17 HRC 47/5]

OP14. Requests the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, in consultation
with States, United Nations agencies, in particular the United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization, the United Nations Children’s Fund, United Nations Environment Programme, -

UN-Women, Education Cannot Wait, the special procedures of the IE{uman Rights Council, the treaty
bodies, civil society organizations and other stakeholders, to prepare a report on_how climate change
.can impact the realization of the equal enjoyment of the right to education by every girl, as well as
highlighting how the realization of the equal enjoyment of the right to education by every girl can
contribute to the climate agenda, 6 ic-on-the-realization-of-the-egual-enjoymes
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r submission to the Human Rights
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Council at its fifty-seventh forty-ninth session
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OP15. Decides to remain seized of the matter



