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\°\ DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES W
KAGAWARAN NG KAPALIGIRAN AT LIKAS YAMAN

BAGONG PILIPINAS

MEMORANDUM

TO/FOR The Undersecretaries ,
Field Operations - Luzon, Visayas and
Environment

Field Operations-Mindanao and Environment
Policy, Planning and International Affairs
Legal and Administration

The Administrator
National Mapping Resource and Information Authority

The Directors

Legal Affairs Service

Policy and Planning Service :
Knowledge and Information Systems Service
Strategic Communication and Initiatives Service

The Bureau Directors
Forest Management Bureau
Land Management Bureau

All Regional Executive Directors

FROM : The Undersecretary
Special Concerns and Legislative Affairs

SUBJECT RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT UPON

EFFECTIVITY OF THE PHILIPPINE SALT INDUSTRY
DEVELOPMENT ACT OR RA NO. 11985

DATE 25 MAR 204

The Philippine Salt Industry Development Act or RA No. 11985 was approved and
signed by the President of the Philippines on 11 March 2024. It shall take effect fifteen (15)
days after its complete publication in the Official Gazette or in two (2) newspapers of
general circulation.

In preparation for its effectivity, the following are the responsibilities of the
Department as provided in RA No. 11985:

1. A Salt Industry Development Council or Salt Council shall be created where the
Secretary of the Environment and Natural Resources is a member. The Secretary
may designate a permanent representative whose position is not lower than
Assistant Secretary (Sec. 5).

The Salt Council shall formulate and establish a salt industry roadmap that shall
provide for the programs, projects, and interventions for the development and
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management, research, processing, utilization, business modernization, and
commercialization of Philippine salt (Sec. 4). The Salt Council shall also
promulgate rules and regulations, and exercise such other powers and functions,
as may be necessary to carry out the objectives of this Act (Sec. 6).

. Map out, identify, and designate public lands, including portions of municipal

waters, as salt production areas.

a. Within sixty (60) days from effectivity, those priority public lands situated in
the following provinces (Type 1 Climate): locos Norte, Ilocos Sur, La Union,
Pangasinan, Zambales, Bataan, Occidental Mindoro, Oriental Mindoro,
Palawan, and Antique.

b. Within six (6) months from effectivity, those public lands situated in other
regions (Sec. 9). :

Share with the public through the DENR website or otherwise as the Department’s
rules allow, the result of the mandatory mapping, identification, and designation

of public lands for salt production to inform interested salt industry investors (Sec.
9).

Provide the Congressional Oversight Committee on Agriculture and Fisheries
(COCAFM) a report on the completion of the mapping, identification and
designation of public lands for salt production (Sec. 9).

Within ninety (90) days from effectivity, transfer the public lands mapped out,
identified, and designated as suitable for salt production under its administrative
jurisdiction to the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) (Sec.10).

Repeal or amend DENR Administrative Order No. 98-67 s. 1998 or the Guidelines
for the Identification, Declaration and Award of Areas Suitable for Salt Production
accordingly (Sec. 35).

As of the current date, the law has not been published in the Official Gazette. The

Legislative Liaison Office will promptly notify you of the date of effectivity once this
information becomes available. We kindly request that you provide the Office with
regular updates and developments regarding the aforementioned responsibilities
through a report every fifteen days, commencing from the date of effectivity. Attached
herewith is a copy of RA No. 11985 for ready reference.

For information. S

IGNATIUS LOYGLA A.

-

Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City 1100, Philippines
www.denr.gov.ph



5. No. 2243
H. No. 8278

Republic ni e Hiiltprines
Tungress of the Philippines
HMotro Manila

éﬁitwfeem‘lg (_ﬂnngms

Srerpad Regular Sesaton

Begun and held in Matro Manila, on Monday, the twenty-fourth
day of July, two thousand twenty-threa.

. *
[ RueunLic Acr No, 1 1983 ]

AN ACT STRENGTHENING AND REVITALIZING
THE SALT INDUSTRY IN THE PHILIPPINES,
APPROPRIATING 'UNDS THEREFOR

Be it enacted by the Senate and Housé of Representatives of the
Philippines in Congress assembled;

SECTION 1. Short Title, - Thia Act shall be kunown as
the "Philippine Salt Industry Development, Act”.

SEC. 2. Declevation of Policy. - 1t 12 the palicy of the
State to promote rural development based on sound agricudtural
productivity, lncrease in rural intome through enterprises that
make full and efficient. usa of human and natural resources,
and which are competitive in both domestic and foreign
markets. For this purpoese, the State shall provide suppart
thromgh appropriate technology and research, and adequate
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fnancial, production, ‘merkesing, and other support services to
revitalize the salt indusiry, attaic incrsased production hy salt
farmers and salt producers, achieve salt self-sufficency, and
become a3 net exporier of salt

Tt iz further the policy of the State to pressrvs, protect,
and rehubiliteic the natural environment in the actualhization
of itz developmental policies.

SEQ. 3. Definiiion of Terms. — For purposes of this Act:

(2) Artizanal selt refers to.locally produced unrefined salt,
derived -directly from a living sea or ocean, using traditionsl
mathods. It retains matural traces of minsrals coming from
sea water, and is produced by traditional or community-based
enterprises;

{t) Ariisanal sait producer refers to one who utilizes
traditional methoés of production using non-machanized means:

it} Food-grade salt refers to salt fer buman comsumption;

(& Industrial sait refers to sait used in the treatment,
processing, and/or manufacture of norn-food commercial
prodaacts;

{s} Jodized sali refers to ordizary salt with fortificant
polassium iedate (KFO,);

(£} Sait refers to. an unrefined zalt derived directly from -

a living sea or ccean, harvested through the process of
cooking, smcking or solar evaporaticn. Regardless of the
manzer of production. it retaing natural traces of minersls
cemimg from sea walter;

{g) Sali farms refer to areas of iand. shorelinas, ar coastal
aress, including their buildings, machineries, and equipment,
uead in salt producticn Selt farms may be clazsified as:

{1} Individuc! solt form - salt farm of 2ot more than
fifty (50) hectares; or

(2) Corporate or coopercitve/associclion seli farm — salt
farm of not more than two hundrad fifty (250) hectares;

Ef

th) Sagli producer refers to an indivadual, corporation,
cooperativa or associziion involved in the production «of =alt.
Local salt producers shall be caiegorized as follows:

(1) Subsictence producer/munvisciurer - a person or
associsdor éngaged in the production, trade, and «distribution
of azlt not excéeding two- (2) metric tons (MT) per year;
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(2} 8mell producermanufacturer — a person, corporation,
ot association engaged in the production, trade and distribution
of salt ranging from mors than two (2) MT to three hundred
(300} MT per vear;

(3) Medium procducer/manufzcturer — a person.
corporaiion, or sssociatiom engaged it the produciion, trade,
and distribution of salt renging from more than three hundred
{800) MT to twe thousand (2,000 MT per vear; ar

(4) Large producer/manufacturer — a person, corporation,
or association engaged in the production, irzde, and
distribution of salt exceeding two thousznc (2,000) MT per
Year; ané

{3} Salt produciion refers to the process of gepernting salt
from aalt water wtilizing sclar evaporation or cocking ané oither
acceptable methods.

SEC. 4 Philipoine Sall Indusiry Development Eondmap
(Salt Roadmap). — For the attainment of the objectives of this
Act, there shall be furmulated and established & Phikppine Salt
Industry Development Roadmap (Salt Roadmsp), which shall
include, but not be Lmited io, programs, projects and
misrventions for the development and menagsment, research,
processing, utilization, business modernization, and

commercialization of Philippine salt: Prewuided, That the Salt

-Roadmap shall pe aligmed with the objectives and continued

implementation of Repuablic Act No. 8172 or “An Act for Sal:
Iodizaiion Naticnwide (ASING”, which shall inzluds the
manderiory icdization of all food-grade salt and shall have the
following objectives, among others:

{a) Increase sall production in crder to attain sald
self-sufficiency, and hecome a net exporter of saltr




(v} Encourape szlt farming and expand the mumber of
selt-producing areas;

{c) Exsure the sustainuble production, managemant and
harveeting, and s0il and water comservation practices in
salt-farming arzas;

(d) Promote public and private invesiments n the salt
industry development progrems;

(e} Ensure the susiainehility and viebility of the szalt
industry through the establisbrgent of coopersiives aumong salt
farmers and salt producers in order to optimize local production
and improve ascess to governmenl inisrventions, assistance,
and incentives;

{f} Advance market access for Philippine salt products
locally end iniernationally;

{g) Support research and development (B&D) activites fo:i-
salt production and processing and imtroduce new and
appropriate technology based on R&D outputs;

(b} Ensure regulzr funding for salt production, processing,
commercial and marketing programs and projects and provide
technical amé fnancial assistznce in the local design anc
fabricatien of high-capacity processizg equipment ang
machineries for the salt Incustry and salt icdization; and

1) Previde continuous training and capamty buﬂdmg n
the salt industry devzlopment.

SEC. b, Creation of Philippine Sali Industry Development -

5 Councid (Salt Counrcii). — To ensurs the unified and integrated

« . implementation of the Salt Roadmaz and accelerate the

-moderzization and industrialization of the Philippine salt
industry, a Salt Council is herzsby created with the following
composition: ‘

{&) Secretary of the Deparimens of Agricvdtare (DA), as
Chairverson;

(h) Secretary of the Depariment of Trade sné Indusiry
(DTI} as Vice-Chairperson: :

Members:

{c} Diractor -of the Bureau of Fisheries and Agquatic
Resources (BFAR); .

{d) Secretary of the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR):

(@) Secrstary of the Departmant of Seienes and Technolopy

 (DOST);

(f) Secretary of the Department of Health (DOH);
(g} Secretary of the Department of Tourism (DOT);

(£) Secrstary of ths Departmeni of Pubg.c Works and
Highways (DPWH);

(i) Secretary of the Depariment of Tabor and Employmers
(DOLE};

Gy Chairperson of the Cnope*a“mve Development Awthority
(CDAY;

(k) Executive DHrector of National Fisherieé Research and
Development Institute (INFRDT}: :

) One (1) representative cack {rom the Leagne of
Provinces of the Philippires, Teagus of Cities of the

. Philippines, and Leapue of Mumicipalities of the Philippines of

salt-producing aress;

{m) One (1} representative from Lhe privete sector sngaged
in salt—pmducnon business; and

{n} Thrae (3) representatives from the sslt farmer
cooperatives, iwo (2) representing Luzon and one (1)
representing Visavas and Mindanao:

Frovided, That the respective agencies may desigcnate their
permanent representatives whose rank shall not be lewer than
an Assisiant Secretary: Provided, further, That the
representatives from business sector shall be chosen by BFAR

- from a Hst of three {3) nominees submitted to it by the sector;
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and the representatives from the cooperatives shall be choser
by BFAR from & list -of frve {5) nominees for Luzon and three
{3) for the Viszyas and Mindanao submitied to it by the salt
farmers’ cooperatives: Provided, Anclly, That one-third (1/3)
of all the members of the Salt Council shall constitote z
quorum.

SEC. 6. Funcifons of the Sali Council. — The Ssglt
‘Council ahell have the following powers and functions:

{a) Formulate the five (5)-year Salt Roadman, which shall
comtzin lhe short-tezm, medium-term, and long-term
development plan {Development Plan) for the industry,
which shall be updated vearly, or earlier, as determined by
the Salt Counc;

(o) Identify specific and priority programs and projects
in support of, and im line with, the Salt Roadmap;

(¢) Provide developmert funds and technical zssistance lo
salt farmers and the industry. The support shall ke
commensurate to the size of the salt farm;

{2} Implement the mechanization of salt production
process through the provision of machinery and eguipment
such as, but not limited to, harvesters, and motorized pumpc
to reduce cperational cost;

{e] Identily sources of firancing and facihtate credii
windows with government banks and the é.grinuliu.ral Credit

Pulicy Council (ACPC) to expend the salt mdnstry developments

{f) Increase production of locel salt by increasing land
arsa devoted to salt and improving farm productivity;

(g) Tnstitutionalize  capacity bl.u.ld_ng for szlt farmers
through the BFAR promaal aifices under the Fisheries
Post-Harvest Te"hnolcgy Dlvmlon (FPHTD),

RO,
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&) Sm-engthen market h.nkage znd promotion of Phﬂ.mpme
salt;

(1) Cenduct continuirg R&L on innovaticn and.

modernization of the salt industry;

7
) Estabh m}a an agriinsurance program for salt nroducsrs;

(k) Submit apnguel reports, not later then June 38, io
the Office .of the President and to each House of Congress, on
the status-of the implementation of the Szl Roadmap and the
salt industry development i the country;

) Recommend to the Department of Budget and
Managemeni (DBM) the required yearly appropriztions for the
plan and implementation of the salt development programs;

{(m} Promulgate such rules and regulations, and axvercise
suck other powers and functions, as may be necessary to
carry Dut the objectives of this Act: and

(n) Constitute the staffing complement of the
Program Managemeni 'Office Secretariat with the power to
create and abolisk positions.

SEC. 7. Creation of o Program Monagement Office
- £

- {PM@). - The DA, through the BFAR, shall lead in the
- moplementation of the Development Plan, Towards this end,

& PMGQ is hereby cressed under the Office of the BFAR
Director to oversee the overall implementation of the
Development Plan ené the monitoring of its sxscution by the
implamenting srencies andior partners. Further, the PMOQ
shall also assume and perform secretariat funclions such as
w coordinate and manage the regular meetings of the Salt
‘Council, prepare and/or consolidaie reports, rmonitor the
inplemesntation of pelicy decisions that the Salt Council hae
adopted, and Laise with all the mewber departmeonts and

- relevant agencies of the government. The PMQ shall have a

staff complement, as approved by the Salt Council.

SEC. 8. Salt as an Aquatc Resource Produci. — Salt,
unprocessed or processed, i8 hereby classified as an aquatic
tesource predoct snd chall be exempt from all taxes.

The DA shall also eneure ihat salt is a priority

commodlty to be produced locally in areas or regions identified

iz this Aci. The regmired rescurces ghall be allocated by the
DA for this purpose.

e
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SEC. $. Mopping ond Determinatior. of Public Lands for
Salt Production; Role of the DENFE and BFAR. -~ Mbopst areas
suiteble for salt produetion ars public lands which are
currenily within the adminjstrative jurisdiction of the DENRE
and ths BFAR.

Pursuant to this Act, the DENR through its appropriate
bureaus and its attached agency, the National Mapping and
Resource Ioformetion Authority (INAMRIA), and the BFAR are
herehy mandated tc map out, identily, and designate public
iands, inecluding portions of mumnicipal waters, as salt
productivn ereas. They shall prioritize public lands situated
in the fellowing provinces that are identified as suitable for
salt production, namely: Hocos Norte, Hocos Sur, La Union,
Pangasinan, Zambales, Bataan, Ocadental Mindora, Oriental
Mindoro, Palawan, Marndwone, Quezen Province, Misamis
Oriental, and Antique, which are now hereby declared as
priority areas for salt production. They shall finish the task
within sixiy ¢(R0) days from the effzciivity of this Act:
Provided, That public lands in other regions shail also be
subsequently mapped out, identified and designaied as potential
szl production areas, within six (6) months frem tze effectivity
of inrs Aci: Provided, further, That the result of the
mancéaiory manping, dentificetion, and designation of public
lands for salt produciion shall be shared with the public,
through the DENR and BFAR websites or otherwise, as thetr
respective agency rules shall sllow, so as o inform interested
salt mdustry investors: Provided, furthermore, Thai thev shall
also provide a report on the completion of this mapping,
iderntification, and dssignation to botz Houses of Coneress
tbrough the Copngressional Oversight Committee en Agriculture
and Fisheries Modernization {COCAFMD.

SEC. 1. Transfer of Public Lands Identified as Suilable
for Sait Producticn from DENR to BFAR. — The DENR iz
hereby mandated to transfer public lands mapped out,
identified, and desicrated as suitable for salt production under
its administrative jurisdicticn to BFAR. It srall do so within
ninety (90) days from the effectivity of this Act.

SrC. 11. Allocation and [lse of Public Lands for Salt
Production; Role of BFAR; Mzscellanecus Provisions. — BFAR
is hereby mandated to allocats public lands for salt production
to gualified salt producers. For this purpose, it shall issue a

g

tenurial instrument (herein referred 1o as the Salt Production
Tenurial Instrument or SPTT) to qualified salt producers for
the use of these public Jands, certified copies of which shall
be furnished the Salt Council through the PMO: Provided,
Trat tenurial instruments on public lands alrcady issued to
private enfibhes shall be respected: Provided, further, Thzt
tenurial instruments issued for sal production shall be strictly
used only for the purpose for which it was granted, and thet
publc land with zalt ferme shall not be converted to other
uses, other than for fisheries ard agquaculture purposes:
Proutded, furthermore, That the procedure for such issuance
shall take into utmost consideration Republc Act No. 11032
or the “Ease of Doing Business end Efficient ‘Government
Service Delivery Act of 2018": Prouided, finally, That the
BFAR shzll maintain a digital datebase of all applicants and
holders of SPTT to ensure integrity of data, stronger data
protection, and convenient data access.

(a) Sali Production Tenurial Instrument (SPTI). An
application for an SPTI on a public land for salt farm
productior: shall be submitted to BFAR. BFAR shall issue the
SPTI to quelifiad salt producers, which shall indicate, inier
alia, the fcllowing:

{1} Nams and otker relevant information about the
grantee;

(2) Terms and conditions in the use of the salt ferm;

(3) Period of use of the public land on which the salt
ferm 1is located;

{4) Corditions for termimation, which shall include an
undertaking fo start salt farm construction amd operation
within cue (1) year from the approval and granting of the
SPT] and to protect and preserve critical habitat for marine
life in the area; and

{5y Mztes and bounds of the salt farm.

Provided, That nothing herein shall be added that contradicts
the principles and provisions of Republic Act No. 11032:
Prouided, further, That new/rencwalitransfer of application for
SP'TL shell be submitted to the BFAR Provincial Office, which

- A adeean
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shall process and iseue the SPUY applied for within forty-five
(45) days Zrom the complele submission of the three {3}
Tequirements enwmersted in subparagraph (b) of this saction,
failure in the issuance of which shall rsnder the application
approved and BFAR shall immediately issue the SPTI apolied
for tc the applicani: Provided, furthermure, That the SPTY
shell beer only the signature of the Regional Dirertor and the
BFAR Direcior.

(b) Qualification of Salt Producers Applving for SPTL
The BFAR shall approve spplication for SPTT on the bases of
only the fullowing three (3) requirements:

(1) Certificate of Registration as a salt preducer, secured
under Section 13 of this Act;

{2) The appiicant has an outstanding track record of
engaging i salt farm business or ather relaied busines:s for
at izast three (3) years, or has an actual experience in salt
producticn for at leest thrse (3) vears: Provided, That
cooperalives/ussociations of subeistence znd small salt
producersfarmers may present certificetion and endorsement
from the local government unis (LGUs) within which their
inteaded salt farm will he establiched of their capability to
manage atd operate a salt farm, in lieu of the three (3)-vear
period requirement; and

(3} Paymeni of rental fee for the use of szid public land
in the zmount equal to current rates exacted by BFAR on the
use of these public lands:

Provided, That cooperativesfassociations of subsistence and
small salt producers/farmers shall be given preferential
treatment in the grant of SPTI and shall be allowed reni-free
use of the public land or which the salt farm and its facilities
are buiit far a period of thres (3) years from the start of
salt farm operaticns: Provided, further, That said
cooperatives/associations shall present suthenticiiy of the
nahire and composition of s members through a certification
from the local oifice of the Department of Socia? Welfare and
Devalopment (DSWD) and the LGU of residence: Provided,
furthermore, That misdeclaration or falsification or any other
felse deed tc conceal the real zature and composition of its

H

wembers shell rendzr its officers Hable for criminal acts under
existing laws.

{¢) Period of Use of Public Land for Salt ¥Farm. The
salt preducer with an SPTT shall be zliowed use of public land
ior salt production for twenty-five (25) years, renewable for
apother twenty-five (25) years: Prouvided, That the lsase
agreement chall be subject to zarly terminativn upon a
determmation by BFAR, wpon due process, of the grantec’s
violation of the provision(s) of the SPTL

(d) Lirmileiions on the Size of Salft Farms. Individuzls
may lease up to fifty (50} hectares of salt farms. ‘Corporations
er cooperatives/associations may leass up %o two hundred fifty
{2500 hectares. A lease applicant may apply for a leass for
more then one (1) ares and hold several lease 2greements, but
in nc case shall the total area of such multiple lease
agresments exceed the imiis prescribed wnder this provision.

SEC. 12. Utilization of Public Lands Already Issued
Fishpond Lease Agreements (FLAs) for Salt Production; Gther
Forms of Public Land Possession. — Fishpond Laase
Agreements (FLAs) issued by BFAR before the emsctment of
this law may now include sals production as among the vahd
activities that may be nndertaken by the leaseholder: Provided,
That if the Jessze so decides to engage in salt production, such
Jease agreement, or such portion of that public land under the
FLA to be used for selt producticn, shall be governed: by the
provigions of this Act. In such case, the already issued FLA
shall be amended accordingly to reflect salt production;
Frovided, That the period in the amended FLA for sait
production shall state the full twenty-five {23)-vear period.

IZ other public lazds identified for sait production
pursoses under this Act are already in the possession of private
entities, BFAR shall notify the possessor that such public land
has been identificd as suitable for salt production, and i the
possessor shall aceede to develep. suchk public land into salt
production area, then the process of developing the aves into
salt production shall continue in accordance with the provisions
of this Act.

SEC. I3. Registration as Seolf Producer; Controi
Mecsures. — All salt producers, whether holders of SPTT or
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otherwisz, shall register with the BFAR: Provided, That the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA)Y shall retain its
. jurisdiction over the registration of salt for human
consumption as provided under Republic Act Mo. 8172, and
Republic Act No. 10611 cr the "Food Safety Act -of 2013”. The
Tollowing are the qualification regquirements for registretion;

{a) For Cooperatives/Associations

(1) Existing

(i) Certification as Bxisting’ Salt Producer from the LGU
where the salt fzrm operates;

(1) Certificate -of Registration from CDA for cooperatives,
or frem LGU where the farm site is lorated for farmers’
agsociation;

(i) Production record for the rmmediately praceding year:

ﬁl‘?t

Wyt G Aﬁidaﬂm from applicant of existence of at lzast

ﬁ:ty {50\ mermbers.
W7
i (2) New Registrants

@) Certificate of Registration from CDA. for cocperatives,
or. from LGU wherz the proposed farm site i1s located Tor
farmers’ assoviation;

{ii) Busizess plan;

(1i2y Ferm Site Imspecticn chext from the Previneial

Flsnenes Officer (PFO); and

(w; Ahddﬂt frem apolican: of existence of at- leaEt
ﬁfr.y \SG members

(_'b) For Corporations

{1) Existing

el
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{1). Becuriiies and Exchange Commission (SEQC)
registration:

(i) ‘Certification as Faxisting Salt Prodacer from the LGU
where the salt farm operates;

(i) Updated tax paymsnt record; azd

{ivy Proof of 388, Pug-TBIG, PrilHeelth remitiances.
{2) New Registranis

1) SEC registradion,;

(i) Business plam; and

(iif} Farm Site inspection Report from the PRO.

(c} For Indrviduals/Artisanal

{1y Existing

(@) Certificate as a Selt Producer from the LGY, and
indication s artisamzl, if applicable; 2nd

(@) Production report for the immediately preceding year.
(2) New Registrants

(i} Businzss plan; end

{#) Farm/Production Site Inspection Report from the PFO.
Registration shall be repewed every three (3) vears.

.Upon complete submission of the gqualification

requirements, BFAR shall iscue the Certificate of Registration

as & salt prodveer, or a netice of the derial of the application
for registration, scecompanied by an explanation for such
denial, within forty-five (45) days from completion. The failure
of BFAR to act on ths application renders the application

. approved, and it shall immediately issue the said Certificate

of Registration. An appeal for such denial shall be filed with
the BFAR Director within fifteen (15) days from receipt of

AR b s i h 1
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Notive of Denial, which in twrn shall be decided wiih
adminisirative finulity by the Director, within fifteen (15) days
from fling.

SEC. 14. Support for ihe Dovelopment of Sailt Forms
and Snlt Producers. — The DA-BFAR, in consultation with
individuals, corporations, associations, and cooperatives from
the sali industry, shall provide techmical support in the
dewslopment and operation of existing salt farms. T4 shall asaist
in the design of salt farms of cooperatives/associations.

BFAR is hereby mandafed and autherized to grant
material and technical assistance to salt farms of
cooperatives’associgtions through its ewn projects and programs
for the salt industry, on the following concerna:

iz} Bstablishment of saly farm warehouses;

{b) Provision of inputs for salt development, machizery,
and egmpment

i) ‘Conduct of egtenaion services,

. {3) Establishment and strengthening of salt vroducers
cooperaiive; and

(e} Development of roedern salt production and processing
technology.

This mandate shall be funded cut of the taxiff collection
on mported salt as provided in Secticms 27 and 28 of this
Act. The BFAR shall institutionalize the Developmest of Salt
Industry Program (DSIPY as a regular program funded by the
General Appropriations Act (GAA) and shall cover the
interventions that are not included for funding by the Sak
Iadusiry Development and Competitivaness Enhancement Fuond
(STDCEF) over and above the reguler budget of BFAR under
the GAA.

SEC. 15. Construction of Salt Form Roads. — Consistent
with the Develovment Plan, the DA-BFAR, in ccordization
with the LGUs and the resident salt producers, shall identify
priority locations of roadz linking the 2alt farms to the market,

13

‘which shali be knowa as Dacn Adsincn. In the cousiruction
of the Daan Asinar, the DA-BFAR shall consider the
investment cost for salt production in the area, the number
of salt prodacers and their families whe shall benefit from the
vanture, and the amount of sali produced or to be potentially
produced n the sali production areas. Thereaftar, the DA-BFAR
shell cocrdinate with the IPWH for the latter to undertake
ibe construction, improvemeni, and maintenance of the Daan
Asinar.,

SEC. 16. Research and Promotion of Scli Farmmg
Methodologies and Techniques. — The D‘X~NFR;D1 in cloge
coordination with the DA-Philippine Center for Pestharvest
Develocpment and Mechsnizetion (DA-PhilMech), shall
spearhead the development of the latest techmology in salt
production, perticulsrly tecknology that allows ysar-round
production. of sait even under erratic weather patterns. Tt ghall
als0 encourage the mechanization of salt production irem
pre- to post-harvest and develop technologies that premoie
alternative methods and cost-sffective tochniques in salt
production

The DA-NFRDI shell immediately transfer the results
of their complsted studyftechmnology/product to salt
producersimaruiactarers,

SEC. 17. E=xtension Progrems. — The BFAR, in
coordimation with the DTE, DOST, DOLE, Technics® Bducation
and Skills Deve]opment Authority {TBESDA) and other relevant
govermment agexncies, skall provide complementary trainirg

-programe that shall develop and upgrade the skifls and

competencies of Philippine salt producers, ensure product
traceability and complance to food safety, hasten technclegy
acqmisition including product labelling and packaging, enhance
akills en market positioning for Philippine artisanal/specialty
and industrial salts and such other capabilities necsssary in
the maintenance and development of the local salt industry.

SEC. 18. Corps of Salt Production Trainers. — Within
thirty (30) days from the effectivity of this Act, BFAR chall
form the Corps of Treizers for salt production, whose members
shall be reeruited from BFAR personnpel in the provinces, under
the FPHTD; experts from staie universities and colleges (SUCs)
with a track record for studyirg and researching con
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salt prodaction and post-produstion techniques and technology;
experts from Agricultural Training Institute {ATT: and from
praciitioners in actual! salt farm production in the -country.
The corps members shall be iasked to help out in the
zstablishment of salt farms in aress designated as such by
this Act. BFAR shall spend for their trawel, Jodging, honororia
and other mecessary expenses, within exigiing budgetary. rulss.

BEC. 19. Salt Farmers Cooperctives and Associgtions. —
The CDA shall assist in the formation, orgamnizationsl
strengthening, and financial literacy of cooperatives and their
local salt farmers-merrbers and producers. It shall aim to budld
capabilities of cooperatives and associctions to leverage their
OWn resources, run sustazinable operstions, and increase the
number of successful cooperstive-managed salt farms in the
ocuntiry.

, BEC. 20. Trade and Export Assisionce. - The DTI and

the T}A shall assist and support local salt producers in the
trede and cxportation of their product. They shall enhance the
capabilities and global compelitiveness of potential and existing
producers and exporters througs export financing: businese
matchipg, provision of trade amd market information;
promotion of lucaily produced salt to local and intermational
warkets; crganization of trade fairs and business missions;
cenduct of seminars, workshope, conferences and sympogium
on export-relaied subjects, including export documertation and
procedures; preduct design and developrent; and markst and
product consuliancy. The government shall give preferenze to
locally troduced salt in gevernment purchases.

SEC. 21. Role of LGUs. — LGUs shall, as far as
practicable, sstablish thsir respeciive Salt Industry
Development Task Force (Salt Task Force). LGTUJs shall
regularly conduct a survey of existing salt farms and salt
- processing enterprises in their respective loczlities.

LGUs, in coomeration with the DENR, BFAR,
DPA-NFRDI, and DTI and the appropriete DOST Regicnal
Office, shall :dentify apprepriate areza for local salt producton
in their respective loczlities.

I7
SEC. 22. Importation of Salts. -~ No person shall import,
salt withoat firsl securing a permit from the following
agencies:
{2} DA-BFAR end DOH-FDA for food grade salt; and
4] DA‘BFAR for non-food, grade szl

The DOE-FDA and DA-BFAR are hereby mundat=d to

- ‘harmonize and streercline their processes.

SEC. 23. Mondatory Use of Domestically Produced Salt.
— The govermmeni shall mzndate the use of demestically
prodnced salt in Ms programs, including the fertilization of
coconrut farms by the Philippine Coconut Awtherity (PCA).

SEC. 24 Naotwrol fodization Program. — Notwithatanding
the provisions of Republic Act No. 8172, iodization of ardsarmal
ard non-food grade salt and salt intended for export is hereby
rendered opiioral in the country. The use of arisanal sait by
food manufacturers and food establishments shall be aflowed.

The salt produced by salt farmers shall mot be
automatically categorized as food grade, mor shall the burden
of iodizing salt be on the salt farmers.

Pood grade aslt may be sold by farmers o salt processors
i compliance with this Act provided that iodization shell be
done by the proceszors.

Importers, traders and distobutors of imperted foud-grade
salt that will undertake fortification shall comply with the
wdization standards set by the DOH.

For this purpose, the DOH shell develop guidslines for
the implementation af this new mandate, taking into
consideration international trade nuences and standards
impacting on lecal food marufacturers and exporiers.

The BFAR-FPHTTr iz herehy tasked to develop and
implement a comprehensive program for the acquisition,
design, and manwiacture of salt lodization equipment, and the
further development of salt iodization technology.
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SRC. 25 Lobeling of Sali Made in the Philippines. — All

salt produced or manufactured in the Philippines for export
shall be 1abeled es “Made in the Philippines” in & prominent

and conspicuoss manner cn the mroduct, its packaging, and

accompanying documentation, and shall comply with the
requirements of Republic Act. No. 7394, otherwise known as
the “Consumer Act of the Prhilippinzs”.

For domesticaily produced salt intended for the local
market, salt manvfacturers, preducers or farmers are
encouraged to provide a label “Made in the Phitippines”.

+

The DT shall aseiet domestic salt menufacturers,
producers or Tarmers on this labeling requirement.

SEC. 26. Incentives. -~ The following incentives shall be

- provided to investors in sali farms development and sait

processing facibities:

{a) The Board of Investments shall classify salt farms &s
preferred areas of investment ander its Investmant Priorities

- Plan ({TPP) subject to perunent rules and reeulations:

{b) Salt farm ecwners, salt processors and cther related
businesses chall be exempt from the payment of itmpoert duties
for 1mpor:ed machines and equipment to be actually and

directly used in their buSLE:SES subject to perttneﬂt ruales

and regulations;

(¢} The salt producers and processors shall Eé_given-

priority io access credit zssistazmce and guarsntes schemes
granted by government fimancial institutions (GFIs): and .

{d) Salt farm development and their equipment shall be
covered by the Phitippine Crop Insurance Corparation.

SEC. 27. Tariff on Sait. — There shell be levied, collected,

and paid upon all imported salt a duty of nine percazt (9%)

ad ualorem.

Tariff coHections shal?! be credited automamcaﬂv to &
spemal account with the Naticnal Treasury, which- shall be
ip place within ninety (20} days from the effectiwity of this
Act, for the purpose of developing the salt industry. -

g

Salt imperts include imported products under the.
following HS headings or AHTN ‘Codes, the Descriptions:

2501 — Salt (including table sall and -denatured sull) and
pure sodium chloride, whether or not in .agueocus schution of.
contaimng added anvi-caling.or free flowing apents; sea water.

- {u) 25010010 - Table salt

b} 2501.00.20 - Unprocessed rock salt -
(&) 2501.00.50 -  Sea water )
(d) - Other

{e) 2501.00.51 - Salt, deratured, indusirial

@) 25010092 - With sodium chioride content
mere than 60% hut Jess than 97%, calewlated on a dry basis,
fortified with iodine.

- {g) 25010092 . - Other, with sodivre chloride
content @7% or more but less than $9:9%, calculeted on =
dry kasis.

() 2501.00:99 - Otrer

SEC. 28. Crection of the Sclt Indusiry Deve?opment and
Competitiveness Enloncement Fund (SIDCEF) -~ The
SIDCEF is hereby created from the salt tariff collections specul
account with the National Treasury. The SFDCEF shall sxist
for the next ten (10} yvears following the effsciivity of this Act.

The “allocation and utiization of the SIDCEF ghall be
subject to the following guidelines:

(a) The SIDCEF shall be earmarked, released, and
implemented as follows:

(1) Provision of mzchinery and equipment, including sea

“water pumpe, salt graders, salt harvesters, dump trucks and

bagging machines, and salt iodization machines for
beneficiaries who ars into salt iedization; fifty percent (50%);
to be utilized and implemented by BFAR;
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{2} Establishment of salt farm warehouses/sturage areas;
forty percent {40%); to be constructed and impiemented by
DPWIL;

(3} Conduct of extension services, five percent {5%); to be
utilized eand implemented by BFAR orovincdial effices; and

(4} Development of medern saft production and processing
technology; five percent (5%) o bz utitized and implemented
by NFRDI:

Prouvided, Thet the beneficiaries of the SIDCEF are the szl
cooperatives/usseciations of subsistence and small fermers
fisherfoll: Provided, further, That the sarmarking percentage
shall be reviewed at the end of the fifth (54) year following
toe cffectivity of this Act, without prejudice tc an earlier review
#f deemed necessary, for possible revisions and upgrading based
on changes in intervention priorities: Prouvided, furthermore,
That the ellocation and disbursement of funds shall focms on
tre provinces tkhat have the most number of salt farms:

{b) At the end of the Lfih B%) year From the effectivity
of this Act, a mandatory review shali be conducted by the
COCAFM to determine whether SIDCEF and iss wac as
provided for under thie Act shall be continved. amended, or
terminaterd. The COCAFM shall utiize the increase or decreaze
in fermers incemes as & primery benckmark in determiping
the effectiveness of the interventions under the SIDCEF and
its possible extension:

{c) The Secretary of the D& and the BEAR Dirsctor shall
be accountable and responsible for the management and
whilization of the said fund in coordination with the other
govermmernt agencles concerned;

{d) The amount allocated shall be released direcily to the
implementing agencies as provided for in this Act based on
the objectives of the Salt Readman: Provided, That ihe
wowilized portion of the SIDCEF szhall not revert to the
general fund but shall continue to be wsed for the purpose for
which it was set amde. The fund releases shall not he subject
to- any ceiling by the DBM; and
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{2} Any program undzrtaken in accordance with this Act
shall only be deemed complementary and supplemsziary o,
and shall not be a replacemani of, any existing programs for
ths ficherfolk already implemented by the DA-BFAR and other
‘agencies concerned.

SEC. 29. Powers of the President. - Notwithstending
Section 27 of this Act snd consistent with the Philippine
naticnal interest and the objactive of safeguarding local salt
producers and consumers, the President is hereby ampowered
to act with full delegated authority subject to the provisions
of the Customs Modernization amd Tariff Act (CMTA), in the
following circumstances:

(e) The President may revise or adjuat existing rates of
customs duties or salt imports consonant with the couniry's
internstional agresments, including any necessary changes in
classification 2pplicable to their imporiation: Provided, Thaut
the adjustment is time-bound and that the power herein
delegated to the Presidezt shall only be exercised wken
Congress is mot im session: Provided, further, Thut any order
issued by the President adiusting the apphed tari®¥ rates shall
take effsct £fteen (15) days afler publcation; and

(b) In the event of any imminent or forecasted shortags,
or such other situation reguiring government ntervention, the
President is empowered for a limited pericd and/ar a specified
volume, to aHow the importation of salt at o lower applied
taxiff rate to address the situstion. Such order shall take sffect
immediately and can be issued even when Congress is in
SesEion.

_ The power herein delegated to the President may be
withdrawn or terminated by Cengress thrcugh = joint
regolution.

SEC. 30. Reporting. — The various departments and
agencies specified in this Act shall provide regular updsies o
the Salt Council on the progress of their progrems and
activities toward the realization of the cbjectives of this Act
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SEC. 31. Congressional Oversight. = The COCAFM shall
regularly exercise its oversight powers to ensure the full
implementation of this Act.

SEC. 32. Agencies Regular Programs. — The additional |

mandates, functions and activities of the varicus departments
and agencies provided for and identified in this Act shall be
considered regular programs and shall be funded accordingly
in their annual budgets as particularly provided in Sections
15, 19, and 20 of thiz Act.

SEC. 33. Appropriations. * The amount necessary for the
effective implementation of this Act shall be taken from the
appropriations of the BFAR. Thereafter, such amount as may
be needed for the continued imgplementation of this Act shall
be included in the annual GAA

SEC. 34. Separability Clause. - If any provision of this
Act is declared invalid or unconstitutional, the other provisions
of this Act not affected by such declaration shall remain in
full force and effect.

SEC. 35. Repealing Clause. — Sections 3 and 5 of

Republic Act Na. 8172 are modified accordingly. All laws,
decrees, crders, rules and regulations or other issuances or
parts inconsistent with the provisions of this Act are hereby
repealed or modified accordingly.

SEC. 36. Effectivity. — This Act shall take effect fifteen
(15) days after its complete publication in the Official Gazette
or in two (2) newspapers of general circulation.

Approved,

S ERDINAND MARTIN G. RO}

h MAVIGUEL F. ZUBIRI
Speater of the Huuse President of the Senate
of Represantatives

TR
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This Act, which is a consolidation of Sepate Bill No. 2243
and House Bill No. 8278, was passed by the Senate of
the Philippines and the House of Representatives an
December 6, 2023 and December 13, 2023, respectively.

REGINALD'S. VELASCO
Secratary General
House of Represeniatives

Approved: MAR 11 2024
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