




































01 April 2024 

(Please refer to the Distribution List) 

Dear SirsIMesdames: 

The Bureau i.' pleased to invite you or your designated representativels to participate in 
the 1st Round, of Negotiations for the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA) between the Philippines and the United Arab Emirates (UAE), which will be held 
in Dubai, UAE on 6-8 May 2024 (exclusive of travel time). All working groups1 under the 
CEPA will be convened in parallel during the negotiating round. Attached herewith is the 
official invitation of the Ministry of Economy for your reference. 

The CEPA with the UAE will be the Philippines' first trade agreement within the Middle 
East and with a Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member state. It is envisioned to expand 
the flow of goods and services exports between the Philippines and the UAE and the 
greater Gulf region, generate more investments, and create more opportunities for 
professionals and other service providers. As a comprehensive agreement, it will also 
expand the Philippines' engagement with the UAE in other areas such as digital trade, 
government procurement, intellectual property, competition, trade and sustainable 
development, MSMEs, and economic and technical cooperation. 

In preparation:for the negotiations, the Bureau will conduct a series of technical working 
group W G )  meetings to discuss the draft texts of the CEPA chapters and annexes. The 
goal of the W G  meetings is to finalize the Philippine counter-drafts for submission to the 
UAE on or before 26 April. You may access and download the chapters by clicking the 
following link: httos:/lrb.avlwhi3la. For the Chapter on Competition, we thank the Philippine 
Competition Commission for providing the draft text and the same will be endorsed to the 
UAE. 

Kindly refer to the W G  meeting details below: 

Trade in Goods, Rules of Origin. Trade in Services, Digital Trade. Economic and Technical Cooperation and MSMEs, 
Customs Procedure and Trade Facilitation. Investments, Legal and Insfiutional Issues. Government Procurement 
Intellectual Property Rights. Trade 8 Sustainable Development, and Competition 
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BUREAU OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE RELATIONS 

@ 4/F DTI-International Building 
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- Dispute Settlement 

The DTI will also convene the virtual Philippine Delegation Meeting on 30 April, 9:00 am- 
12:OO pm. The meeting will be chaired by the Philippine Chief Negotiator, DTI 
Undersecretav Allan 6. Gepty. The working group leads are requested to provide a 
reportloverview of the chapterslannexes under their purview highlighting issues and 
concerns and proposed PH positions or ways forward. Final administrative arrangements 
for the negotiating round will also be discussed. Please refer to the meeting details below: 

Meeting link: htt~s://zoom.us/i/95465746069 
Meeting ID: 953 4026 9834 

Participating agencies in the CEPA negotiations in Dubai will be responsible for their 
representatives' visa application and issuance, airfare and inland transportation, 
accommodation, and other travel requirements as needed. To facilitate the agencies' visa 



application, the Bureau will endorse the delegation list through a Note Verbale to the 
Embassy of UAE in Manila. Please fill in the requested information in the google form: 
https:llrb.av/el8h~6 by close of business on 12 April as the Embassy requires at least three 
(3) weeks to process the visa applications. 

For questions, and other concerns, kindly reach out to the PH-UAE CEPA Secretariat 
(bitr uaebdti.aov.~h) or through Ms. Vicky Quitiquit (VictoriaQuitiauit~dti.~ov.~h or 
09178821 186). 

Thank you for your continued support and cooperation. 

Very truly yours, 

91"pfpalid, Marie S eryly, . Aquia 

vcq/tCs . 
DTS. No. 1~00328422 




