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MEMORANDUM

FOR

All Bureau Directors

All Regional Executive Directors

FROM

SUBJECT

09 September 2024DATE

MEMO MO. 2024 - 8©8

Department of Environment and Natural Resources
KAGAWARAN NG KAPALIGIRAN AT LIKAS NA YAMAN

The Directors
Legal Affairs Service
Policy and Planning Service
Climate Change Service

The Executive Directors
National Water Resources Board
River Basin Control Office
Manila Bay Coordinating Office
Pasig River Coordinating and Management Office

The General Manager
Laguna Lake Development Authority

The Director
Legislative Liaison Office

In reference to the electronic letter received by our Office, the Committee on Public 
Works and Highways of the House of Representatives is inviting the Department to a 
Technical Working Group (TWG) meeting on 11 September 2024, Wednesday, 01:00PM at 
Conference Room 6, Ramon V. Mitra Building, House of Representatives Complex, 
Quezon City to discuss the following legislative measures:

INVITATION TO THE TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP (TWG) 
MEETING ON HOUSE BILL 1495 OR AN ACT SETTING THE 
STANDARD FOR DISTRIBUTION AND OPERATION OF 
WATER SUPPLY FOR DOMESTIC PURPOSES FROM THE 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES



Attached herewith are the Letter-invitation, Agenda, and House bills for your 
reference.

Cc: Undersecretary for Special Concerns and Legislative Affairs 
Undersecretary for Integrated Environmental Science

House Bill No. 556 - "AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 6, CHAPTER II, TITLE II 
OF PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 198, AS AMENDED" by Representative Rachel 
Marguerite B. Del Mar; and

4"
ROMIROf E B. PADIN

In this regard, may we respectfully. request for comments and 
recommendations on the abovementioned bills, in anticipation of the Committee 
meeting, as requested by the Committee. Kindly send them on or before 10 September 
2024, at 5 PM via email at denrllo@denr.gov.ph. Further, kindly inform us of the 
name/s of the representative/s from your office who will participate in the meeting so 
we may include him/her/them as resource person/s.

House Bill No. 1495 - "AN ACT SETTING THE STANDARD FOR THE 
DISTRIBUTION AND OPERATION OF WATER SUPPLY FOR DOMESTIC 
PURPOSES" by Representative Florida P. Robes.

mailto:denrllo@denr.gov.ph


COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS A HIGHWAYS

05 September 2024

HON. JOSE MOISES "JOY" SALONGA

CTSS-I, Committee Affairs Department, House of Representatives 
3rd Floor, Ramon V. Mitra Building, Batasan Hills, Quezon City, Philippines 1126 

Telefax: 9310200, Trunkline: 9315001 local 7135

HON. RALPH G. RECTO 
Secretary
Department of Finance (DOF) 
City of Manila

HON. AMENAH F. PANGANDAMAN
Secretary
Department of Budget and Management (DBM) 
City of Manila

HON. BENJAMIN "BENHUR" ABALOS JR.
Secretary
Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG)
Quezon City

HON. MARK LLANDRO L. MENDOZA
Secretary
Presidential Adviser on Legislative Affairs
Head, Presidential Legislative Liaison Office (PLLO)
City of Manila

HON. MARIA ANTONIA YULO LOYZAGA
Secretary
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)
Quezon City

HON. TEODORO J. HERBOSA
Secretary
Department of Health (DOH) 
City of Manila

HON. ALFREDO E. PASCUAL
Secretary
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) 
City of Makati

HON. ARSENIO M. BALISACAN
Secretary
National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA)
Pasig City

11^| J/ml
** /



Your Honors:

DATE: 11 September 2024 (Wednesday)

TIME: 01:00 P.M.

VENUE:

AGENDA:

2. House Bill No. 1495, entitled: "An Act Setting the Standard for the

Administrator
Local Water Utilities Administration (LWUA)
Quezon City

1. House Bill No. 556, entitled: "An Act Amending Section 6, Chapter II, Title
II of Presidential Decree No. 198, as amended" by Rep. Rachel
Marguerite B. Del Mar; and

Conference Room 6, Ramon V. Mitra Building 
HOR Complex, Batasan Hills, Quezon City

HON. LEONOR C. CLEOFAS
Administrator
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS)
Quezon City

HON. DAKILA CARLO E. CUA
President
Union of Local Authorities of the Philippines (ULAP)
Mandaluyong City

HON. REYNALDO S. TAMAYO JR.
National President
League of Provinces of the Philippines (LPP)
Pasig City

HON. MICHAEL L. RAMA
National President
League of Cities of the Philippines (LCP)
Quezon City

HON. JOSEPH SANTO NINO “JB” BERNOS 
National President
League of Municipalities of the Philippines (LMP) 
Quezon City

Please be informed that the Committee on Public Works and Highways will hold a 
Technical Working Group (TWG) Meeting on the date, time, venue and agenda 
indicated hereunder:



Your presence will be highly appreciated.

Thank you.

Very truly yours,

FOR THE HONORABLE TWO CHAIRPERSON FLORIDA “RIDA” P. ROBES:

In line with this, we would like to invite you or your duly authorized representative/s as 
resource person/s during the said TWG meeting. Kindly inform the committee 
secretariat as to the details of your attendees on or before 10 September 2024 for 
proper coordination.

Distribution and Operation of Water Supply for Domestic Purposes" by 
Rep. Florida “Rida” P. Robes.

AILEEN UY DAPURAN
Committee Secretary



COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS & HIGHWAYS

AGENDA

I. CALL TO ORDER

INVOCATIONII.

ROLL CALLIII.

IV.

V.

VI. DISCUSSION ON THE FOLLOWING HOUSE MEASURES:

VII. ADJOURNMENT

Invited Guests / Resource Persons:

Page 1 of2

Department of Finance (DOF)
Department of Budget and Management (DBM)
National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA)
Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG)
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI)

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TWG MEMBERS AND GUESTS / RESOURCE 
PERSONS

OPENING REMARKS OF THE HONORABLE TWG CHAIRPERSON, REP. 
FLORIDA “RIDA” P. ROBES

1. House Bill No. 556, entitled: "An Act Amending Section 6, Chapter II, Title II of 
Presidential Decree No. 198, as amended" by Rep. Rachel Marguerite B. Del 
Mar; and

CTSS-I, Committee Affairs Department, House of Representatives 
3rd Floor, Ramon V. Mitra Building, Batasan Hills, Quezon City, Philippines 1126 

Telefax: 9310200, Trunk Line: 9315001 local 7135

Technical Working Group (TWG) Meeting 
11 September 2024 (Wednesday), 1:00 P.M. 

Conference Room 6, Ramon V. Mitra Building 
HOR Complex, Batasan Hills, Quezon City

19th Congress 
Third Regular Session

2. House Bill No. 1495, entitled: "An Act Setting the Standard for the Distribution 
and Operation of Water Supply for Domestic Purposes" by Rep. Florida 
“Rida”P. Robes.
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Department of Health (DOH)
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)
DENR - National Water Resources Board (NWRB)
Presidential Legislative Liaison Office (PLLO)
Union of Local Authorities of the Philippines (ULAP)
League of Provinces of the Philippines (LPP)
League of Cities of the Philippines (LCP)
League of Municipalities of the Philippines (LMP)
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS)
Local Water Utilities Administration (LWUA)
Manila Water Company, Inc.
Maynilad Water Services



55SHOUSE BILL NO.

Introduced by: REP. RACHEL MARGUERITE “CUTIE” DEL MAR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

[ ] M-C #97-78 of April 14, 1997, by Secretary Robert Barbers;

[ ] M-C #2005-21 of March 4, 2005, by Secretary Angelo T. Reyes;
and

[ ] M-C #2019-03 of January 15, 2019, by Secretary Eduardo Aho.

[ ] Memorandum-Circular #88-15 of March 1, 1998, by Secretary 
Luis T. Santos;

Many consumers have laid a large part of the blame for MCWD’s 
dismal performance on their governor and respective city or town mayor 
and congressman for allegedly neglecting to prod and push the water 
district to do its job;

There has been a raging controversy in the province and cities of 
Cebu, particularly in localities served by the Metropolitan Cebu Water 
District (MCWD), over the persons and entities to blame for the 
undisputed failure of the water district to supply adequate water to its 
consumers;

Republic of the Philippines 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE 

Quezon City /

.. J
..

NINETEENTH CONGRESS^ x 
First Regular Session \ —T 
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Elected local government officials have mostly left MCWD alone, after 
having been repeatedly warned by the Department of Interior and Local 
Government (DI LG) to keep off water district operations, an order officially 
recorded and circulated in these memorandum-circulars in a span of 31 
years;



I

There is therefore the need to amend Presidential Decree #198, 
series of 1973, as earlier amended, to allow and encourage the oversight 
by local governments on the performance of water districts.

The attached bill was originally filed by my father, the late Raul V. Del 
Mar during the 18th Congress, hence, refiling of this bill with earnest hope 
that approval of the same be given priority

The autonomy of MCWD and the other water districts in the country, 
which PD #198 provides, shall not be interpreted, as DILG has done, to rule 
out oversight by LGUs in helping assure adequate supply of water to their 
constituents.

Friction or lack of coordination and harmony between the water district 
and LWUA, on one hand, and the LGUs on the other will persist if the law is 
not clarified or explicitly corrected.

Obviously LWUA has failed in that, as amply demonstrated in the Cebu 
controversy in which the loud outcry by elected local officials led to the recent 
eviction of the five MCWD directors and resignation of its general manager 
amid the continuing shortage of water in its area of service.

The last of the serial memorandum-circulars from DILG (M-C #2019- 
03) issued in January last year was most blunt and direct: The local officials 
were directed “not to poke their noses into operations of water district.”

Local officials have a larger stake in the issue of water supply and 
sharper capacity because of proximity to assess the problem than.the central 
agency Local Water Utilities Administration (LWUA), which is mandated by 
law to administer and oversee water districts;

Local officials have a compelling duty to address basic needs of their 
constituents, water being one of the most essential, and the current public 
uproar in Cebu over the inadequate service is a strong reminder of that duty; ■

The said circulars uniformly reminded elected local government officials 
and DILG regional directors that (1) Presidential Decree #198 or Provincial 
Water Utilities Act of 198, series of 1973 (Section 6, Chapter II on Purpose 
and Formation, Title II) provides that the water district, once formed, is not 
under the jurisdiction of any political subdivision, and (2) the water districts 
should “best be allowed to operate with the least hindrance and interference 
from local officials.”

RACHEp MARGUERITE “CUTIE” DEL MAR



556HOUSE BILL tfb.

Introduced by: REP. RACHEL MARGUERITE “CUTIE” DEL MAR

WHOSE CONSTITUENTS ARE SERVED BY IT SHALL NOT
INTERFERE WITH ITS OPERATIONS BUT SHALL HAVE THE

AIMED TO IMPROVE ITS SERVICE. [For purposes of this Act,

AN ACT 
AMENDING SECTION 6, CHAPTER II, TITLE II OF PRESIDENTIAL 
DECREE # 198, AS AMENDED

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in 
Congress assembled:

MANAGEMENT OF THE DISTRICT, THROUGH ITS BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS AND GENERAL MANAGER, AND THE LOCAL 

WATER UTILITIES ADMINISTRATION (LWUA) SHALL GIVE 

PROMPT RESPONSE TO ANY REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

OR ACTION ON A COMPLAINT OR RECOMMENDATION

RIGHT AND DUTY OF OVERSIGHT, SPECIFICALLY WHEN 

SERVICE TO THEIR CONSTITUENTS ARE IMPAIRED. THE

Republic of the Philippines 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Quezon City

NINETEENTH CONGRESS 
First Regular Session

SECTION 1. The pertinent portion of Section 6, Chapter II, Title II of 

Presidential Decree 198, series of 1973, shall be amended to read as follows:

“Section 6. Formation of district. This Act is the source 

of authorization and power to form and maintain a district. 

ONCE FORMED, A DISTRICT IS SUBJECT TO THE 

PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT AND THE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS



Approved.

SECTION 4. Effectivity Clause. - This Act shall take effect upon its 
approval.

SECTION 2. Separability Clause. - If any section or provision of this 
Act is declared unconstitutional or invalid, the other sections or provisions 
not affected thereby shall continue to be in force and effect.

SECTION 3. Repealing Clause. - All acts^ decrees, executive orders, 
rules and regulations, part or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions 
of this Act are hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

a district shall be considered as a quasi-public corporation 
performing public service and supplying public wants. As such, 
a district shall exercise the powers, rights and privileges given to 
private corporations under existing laws, in addition to the 
powers granted in, and subject to such restrictions imposed, 
under this Act.]”

“To form a district, the legislative body of any city, 
municipality of province shall enact legislation containing the 
following:

“x X X X X X X X X X X X x”



HOUSE BILL NO.

Introduced by Representative Florida P. Robes

EXPLANATORY NOTE

As reported out in the Water Forum sponsored by the Water Policy Reform 
Program-World Bank Institute in Netherlands on November 30, 1999; the use of 
water has increased over the past few decades while the availability of water is falling 
to crisis levels, further exacerbated by the rise in the costs of water infrastructure, 
deterioration of the quality of water in river and underground sources which have 
been polluted by waste and contaminants from cities, industry and agriculture, 
destruction of the ecosystems and the lack of safe water for over one billion people. 
Ismael Serageldin. former Chairperson of the World Commission on Water, added 
that more than one-half of the world’s major rivers are being seriously depleted and 
polluted, degrading and poisoning the surrounding ecosystems, thus threatening the 
health and livelihood of people who depend upon them for irrigation, drinking and 
industrial water. Many years have passed since this forum but the problems still 
persist. Now, we are indeed at the verge of a water crisis.

This legislative proposal seeks to regulate the distribution of water supply for 
domestic consumption by setting the standards in the administration, management 
and distribution of water by water service providers in the country. This has been 
driven by the widespread water service inadequacies and the very expensive water 
rates, aggravated by an impending and looming water crisis throughout the world.

Republic of the Philippines 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Quezon City

NINETEENTH CONGRESS
First Regular Session

1495

Meanwhile, our country has committed to achieve the objectives of the 
recently concluded Millennium Development Goals, specifically on the provision of 
potable and safe water supply to the people. Despite policy statements expressing a 
commitment to universal access and affordability of water supply services, the goal of 
providing and delivering an adequate level of water service to large fractions of the 
resident population has failed tremendously. Many of the regions in the country 
remain practically ’’waterless" despite the fact that our country is abound with rich

RECEIVED
DATE*B 07 2022W 
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FLORI P. ROBES

The overall policy objective of this proposal is to make water for domestic 
purposes readily available and affordable to the poor and marginalized. In order for 
it to be successful, government institutions must intervene, in partnership with 
service providers in both private and public sectors. This bill also provides alternative 
water resources in cases of water shortages during dry spells such as storing of 
rainwater for public consumption during rainy seasons. Seriously, there is an 
impending water crisis throughout the world. It is getting worse as days go by unless 
corrective action is taken by stakeholders and agency partners from the water 
industry, with the active involvement of the consuming public. With this measure, 
water crisis in the country can be thwarted. Hence, its approval is earnestly sought.

water resources, including rainwater. The present legal framework on water supply 
management does not contain specific “pro-poor" provisions.

In regulating the water industry, the various challenges and constraints 
experienced by regulators, service providers and low-income households are very 
critical in the success of water reform policies. Legislative interventions, with special 
consideration and regards to the needs of poor and vulnerable members of the 
community must be institutionalized.



Introduced by Representative Florida P. Robes

SECTION 1. Title. This Act shall be known as "Domestic Water Supply Act".

SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. It is hereby a declared policy of the State to 
regulate the provision of potable water to communities by supporting the promotion 
of sustainable water services through financial and technical assistance in the 
execution of water supply projects and encouraging public and private partnership in 
the construction of water facilities by setting standards for the provision of water for 
domestic purposes. The right to safe drinking water is a universally recognized basic 
human right which is interwoven with the right to an adequate standard of living and 
inextricably related to the right to the highest standard of physical and mental 
health, as well as the right to life and human dignity.

Appropriate measures that will give full life to the implementation of the right 
to water must be reaffirmed by the State through continuous monitoring on the 
status of the right to safe drinking water on the basis of availability, acceptability, 
accessibility and affordability. The enactment and adoption of legislative measures to 
achieve progressively the full realization of the right to safe drinking water must be 
prioritized and existing policies, programs and activities in the sectors of water must 
be reassessed, re-examined and revised to make it consistent with human rights 
standards and privileges while the governance of water resources as well its 
distribution and use must be made transparent.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in 
Congress assembled:

SEC. 3. Regulation of Water Rates and Tariffs. - Water rates and tariffs 
shall be regulated in accordance with the income of the consumers; provided it will 
not affect the efficiency of water delivery system. There shall be no and tariffs until

AN ACT SETTING THE STANDARD FOR THE DISTRIBUTION AND 
OPERATION OF WATER SUPPLY FOR DOMESTIC PURPOSES

Republic of the Philippines 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Quezon City

NINETEENTH CONGRESS 
First Regular Session 

1495 
HOUSE BILL NO. 



c.

there is an improvement in the quality and efficiency of service. Areas where water 
pipes or sewerage systems pass through or where water source is located shall be 
entitZed to at least 10% of the annual collection of the water to be allocated for 
subsidies for low-income water consumers.

In coordination with the Department of Health (DOH) and the 
Department of Natural Resources (DENR), it shall act on an application 
for a water right by conducting public consultation to ascertain the 
people’s views on the grant of a water right and by publishing the 
application in the Official Gazette and two newspapers of national 
circulation to allow anyone who has an interest or objection to the 
application to indicate and manifest the nature of their interest or 
objection. They can also suspend the water right previously granted if it 
interferes or alters the flow of water, or pollute water resources.

The Department of Health. Where DOH believes, based on a reliable 
study, that the use of a water resource by a local water district or a private 
water service provider or even private individuals poses a threat to public

SEC. 4. Government Intervention. - Whether water supply for domestic 
consumption is a public or a private enterprise, government and its instrumentalities 
must closely be involved in the effective and efficient utilization of water resources 
and their distribution for public consumption.

a. The Chief Executive. - The President of the Republic of the Philippines 
is vested with control of water resources on behalf and in trust for the 
Filipino people. A such, he has the sole authority to divert, dam, store, 
abstract or use water resources, construct or maintain works for the use of 
water resources. He may grant condonation of loans to local water districts 
which failed to settle their financial accountabilities from the Local Water 
Utilities Administration (LWUA), provided only the expenses incurred for 
the distribution of water for domestic consumption shall be condoned.

b. The Local Water Utilities Administration. As mandated by law to a 
promote and oversee the development of water supply systems in cities 
and municipalities outside Metropolitan Manila and a primary lending 
source of local water districts, it shall also be responsible for the 
regulation, management and coordination of local policies in connection 
with water supply for domestic usage. It shall propose comprehensive 
plans for the utilization, conservation, development and improvement of 
local water resources to local water districts, as well as initiate, control and 
coordinate activities related to the development of water resources; 
monitor and evaluate programs for the operation and maintenance of 
water resources in the country; and advise the government on issues that 
are likely to adversely affect water resources.



Digging of weDs, whether in public or private land, shall be authorized by the 
local government authorities. Public wells are for the consumption of the 
communities where such wells are dug while owners of private wells are encouraged 
to share the resource at their own volition. If local health inspectors discover that the 
water from the wells are unfit for human consumption or has been contaminated, 
they s restraining order to prevent people from collecting water from the said 
contaminated wells. After a careful study and investigation and the water will not be 
freed of contaminants, the local government authority shall order the destruction of 
the well for public safety.

d. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources. As the 
government’s arm tasked in the formulation, implementation and 
monitoring of policies on all aspects of the environment, DENR shall issue 
environmental permits and pollution abatement notices in order to control 
waste discharges and emissions and to prevent or reduce water pollution. 
It shall ensure that water service providers comply with environmental 
impact assessments of their development plans.

health, it shall issue a notice ordering authorities to stop the use of the 
water resource and its distribution.

Sec. 5. Consumption of Water from Traditional Sources. With regard 
to the use of water from wells, streams, rivulets, lakes, and rivers, being a public 
domain, local government authorities of the area where the traditional water source 
is located shall ensure that it is conserved and its quality maintained by formulating 
policies which are not ill contravention to customary or religious practices associated 
with that particular traditional water source. As there are serious health implications 
in fetching water from traditional water sources due to possible contamination with 
bacteria and virus causing water borne diseases, the local health and sanitation office 
shall examine the water coming from that source on a regular basis.

e. Local Government Units. Local Government Units (LGUs), with the 
supervision of the Department of the Interior and Local, shall promote 
productive activity and social development in their respective areas by 
removing all impediments to the construction of basic water 
infrastructures and providing municipal works and services required in the 
improvement and management of human settlements and the 
environment. They shall ensure that there is adequate and affordable 
supply of water. If necessary, provide water subsidy to the marginalized 
residents. At the barangay level, barangay officials must mobilize their 
respective constituencies in the initiation, implementation and monitoring 
of self-help water supply projects such as water pumps or rainwater 
catchments.



Sec. 7. Domestic Water Supply Governance Mechanism. Since 
irregular supply and shortages of water supply is frequent and prevalent in almost all 
locations in the country and people are forced to pay huge water bills, various 
strategies may be employed to deal with water supply interruptions but with 
limitations and restrictions such as water rationing, but the water is not usually 
potable; the installation of water tanks which is expensive; and rainwater storing 
which may pose dangerous health implications.

Sec. 8. Prohibition on the Construction of Infrastructures near 
Water Resources. The construction of residential houses, public toilets, and other 
establishments within proximity of water resources, as well as dumping of wastes 
and garbage is hereby prohibited and violation of which shall be penalized in 
accordance with existing laws.

To avert these eventualities, local water districts, in coordination with LWUA 
and LGUs concerned, shall institute a mechanism that will ensure continuous water 
supply and issue regular advisories in cases of water interruptions, except if such 
interruption was not foreseen. Regular monitoring of pipes and sewerages shall be 
done conscientiously to ensure that water is safe for domestic consumption.

Rainwater harvesting shall be encouraged by instituting a centralized 
rainwater catchment systems in the different regions of the country, rather than 
having people store water in buckets and containers which are prone to insect 
infestation such as mosquitoes and flies. Same system can be adopted in order to 
prevent the overflowing of dams which cause tremendous flooding during rainy 
seasons.

A prepaid water metering system shall be implemented to prevent 
discrimination against households whose income may not warrant the approval of an 
application for a water service line.

Sec. 9. Consumer Perception and Satisfaction. Local water districts or 
suppliers shall guarantee the satisfaction of its customers at all times by conducting 
regular surveys regarding the quality of service and management to enable them to 
improve on the operation of water delivery system.

Sec. 6. Regulation of Water Refilling Stations. Due to the 
commodification of water which has added burden to the marginalized sector who 
cannot afford to buy distilled, purified or mineral water which purports to be safer 
than tap water, local government units, through the local health and sanitation 
offices and the regional offices of the Department of Trade and Industry, shall ensure 
that the water is safe to drink and the cost is affordable by regularly assessing the 
facilities and equipment’s of water refilling stations and the pricing to safeguard the 
health and well-being of Consumers.



Sec. 11. Water Policy Reforms. - Government institutions mandated to 
manage water resources shall effectively institute regulatory policies and mechanism 
to ensure that regulatory bodies and water industry actors act reasonably and do not 
abuse their powers. Public consensus on proposed water policy reforms shall be 
taken into consideration as reforms which do not have local support are unlikely to 
succeed. The problems of the poor and marginalized in the design of programs for 
water supply accessibility and affordability must be given special emphasis. Further, 
proper interaction between researchers and policy makers shall be encouraged in 
order to give impetus to the development of strategies in the enhancement of the 
delivery of water supply for domestic consumption. Policy makers are duty bound to 
clarify issues that are difficult to comprehend while researchers may develop models 
through which public policy can be assessed.

Sec. 12. Budgetary Allocation. The national government shall provide 
assistance to local governments in the construction of water service facilities and the 
improvement of the quality of service, including the maintenance and operation of 
local water districts, as well as include in the programs and services of government 
agencies mandated to protect and conserve natural resources and to alleviate the 
impoverished lives of the marginalized and low-income earners water projects.

Sec. 13. Implementing Rules and Regulations. The LWUA, in 
coordination with the DILG, DOH, DENR, association of local water districts, and 
other national agencies and private stakeholders to be determined by LWUA shall 
formulate the rules and regulations necessary to implement the provisions of this Act 
within six (6) months of its effectivity.

Sec. 14* Penal Provision. Any person, natural or juridical, who violates or 
fails to comply with any of the provision of this Act shall be punished with a fine of 
not less than One Hundred Thousand Pesos (P100, 000.00) and/or imprisonment of 
not less than six (6) months but not more than two (2) years, or both at the 
discretion of the court. If the offender is a public official, he/she shall, in addition to 
the penalties stated above, be dismissed from government service.

Sec. 10. People’s Participation. The community shall also do its 
counterpart in the maintenance of the provision of water by participating in water 
supply programmes aimed towards the conservation and sustainability of water 
resources by reporting to local water districts any illegal water connection or water 
leakages immediately. The contribution of local communities to the success of water 
programmes shall never be under-estimated as they bring a wealth of knowledge 
about the local environment that can never be provided by an outsider.

SEC. 15. Separability Clause. - If any provision of this Act is found to be 
unconstitutional, the remainder of this Act shall remain valid and subsisting.


