Administrative Order
No. 41
August 20, 1991

SUBJECT: Guidelines Governing the Deputation of
Environment and Natural Resources
Officers (ENRO)

Pursuant to Exccutive Order No. 192, Section 80 of PD 705, as amended, and
PD 1281 and in order to dircctly involve the citizenry in the protection and conservation
of the country's cnvironment and natural resources, the following guidelines on the
deputation of environment and natural resources officers are hereby promulgated for the
inlormation and guidance of all concerned:

Section 1. Definition. For purposcs of this Order, the following terms
shall bc construcd to mean as follows:

1.1 Deputy Environment and Natural Resources Officer (DENROQO) -
refers to individuals or entitics duly deputized by the DENR in accordance with
the provisions of this Order for a period of onc ycar, or longer, over a speciiic
arca of jurisdiction as stated in the deputation order.

1.2~ Special Deputy Environment and Natural Resources Officer
(SDENRO) - refers to persons or entitics duly depuatized by the DENR to act
on a specilic case or cases within a limited period not to exceed three (3) months
under a special deputation order. SDENROs arc those who have certain expertise
on the enforcement of a particular environment and natural resources laws.

Section 2. Functions and Duties of Deputy and Special Deputy
Environment and Natural Resources Officers. Pcrsons or cntities deputized as
environment and natural resources officer shall have the {ollowing functions and duties:

2.1 To assist in the enforcement of laws, rules and regulations governing
cnvironment, lorcstlands, mincral lands, national parks and other lands of the

public domain under the jurisdiction of the DENR;

2.2 To assist in the conduct of surveillance and monitoring of compliance with the
cnvironment and natural resources laws, ruies and regulations;

2.3 In the abscnce of an authorized DENR personnel, to arrest even without warrant
any person who has commiticd or is committing in his presence any of the
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2.4

2.6

2.7

offenses provided in environment and natural resources laws, rules and
regulations;

To deliver within the period prescribed by law [rom the time of arrest and
scizure, the offender including the confiscated natural resources products,
tools/cquipment and conveyances to, and lilc the proper cyomplaint with, the
appropriate official designated by law to conduct preliminary investigation and
file information in Court through ithe CENRO or PENRO or Regional
Exccutive Director, whoever is most expediently available;

To act as witness in Court for the speedy prosecution of criminal complaints
against environment and natural resources law violators;

To assist in the conduet ol environment and natural resources information

- campaign, such as mecetings, public assembly, and other ¢xtension actvitics

within their arcas of jurisdiction in coordination with DENR officers and
personncl of other government or private agencics involved in a similar work;
and

To submit monthly accomplishment reports to the CENRO having jurisdiction
over therr arca of responsibility using the standard reporting form provided with

this Ordcr.

Section 3. Who May be Deputized. The following may be deputized as

DENRO or SDENRO:

3.1

3.2

Duly clected ocal government officials;

Military and Police Officers;

Company Foresters and Concession Guards under the employ of TLA Holders;
Concession Guards employed by other forest users like holders of Rattan Catting
Contract {RCC), Pasture Lease Agreement (PLA), Forest Land Grazing Lease
Agreement (FLGLA) and Industrial Tree Plantation Lease Agreement (JTPLA),

cle.:

Qualificd employees of mining concessionaires and other holders of environment
and natural resources agreements;
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3.6

3.7

3.8

DENR Program participants such as Integrated Social Forestry Program (ISFP)
beneficiarics, Forestland Management Agreement holders (FLMA), Community
Forcstry Program (CFP) pariicipants, and others;

DENR-accredited non-government organizations as defined under DENR
Administrative Order No. 120, serics of 1989;

Other individuals/centitics that may be deputized upon the discretion of the
Sccretary.

Section 4. Qualifications. Prospective DENRO or SDENRO must

possess the following qualifications:

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

A resident of, or assigned to, the arca specified in the deputation order;
Knows how to rcad and writc;

Not less than 21 years old and not more than 60 years old;

Physically fit and mentally sound;

Of good moral characier;

Willing to perform and undertake the functions and duties of a
DENRO/SDENRO;

Section 5. Documentary Requirements, To substantiatc compliance

with the provisions of Scction 4 of this Order, the following documents must be
submiticd to the Community Environment and Natural Resources Officer (CENRO)
concemned:

5.1

52

5.4

5.5

Endorscment from their respective office or organization duly signed by their
respective head or employer, as the case imay be;

Judge or Fiscal and Police Clearance;
Biodata with ID picture;
Mcdical Certilicate;

Certificatc of good moral character issucd by the Barangay Captain of the arca
where the applicant resides or Parish Pricst/Minister/Pastor;
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5.6 Sworn Statcment to the effect that the applicant is willing to undertake the
functions and dutics of a DENRO/SDENRO.

Section 6. Processing of Applications and Approval of
Deputation Orders. The following procedures shall be observed in the processing of
apphcations for deputation:

6.1 At the Community Environment and Natural Resource Office (CENR Office):

6.1.1 Reccive applications for deputation 1o ensurc completeness of the
documents submittcd for the purpose;

6.1.2  Verily and cvaluate the qualifications of the applicant based on the
supporting documents submiticd;

6.1.3  Forward to the Office of the Regional Executive Direclor thru the
Provincial and Nawral Resources Officer (PENRO), all processed
applications for deputation with findings and catcgorical
recommendation.

6.2 At the Provincial Environment and Natral Resource Oftice (PENR Office):
6.2.1  Revicew all applications submitied by the CENRO;

6.2.2  Indorsc all applications to the Office of the Regional Exccutive Director
with categorical recommendation.

6.3 At the Regional Office (RED):

6.3.1  The Regional Technical Director concerned shall {urther review all
applications indorsed by the PENRO and act accordingly.

6.3.2  The Regionat Executive Director shall approve the deputation order of
Special Deputy Environment and Natural Resources Officers.

6.3.3  The Regional Exccutive Director shall indorse applications for Deputy
Environment and Natural Resources Officer, when proper, to the
Scerctary with categorical recommendation for finat consideration and
approval.



Section 7. Orientation and Training of DENRQO and SDENRO.
The DENR shall cause the oricntation of DENRO and SDENRO immecdiately prior 10
assumption ol duty to cnsure that they can cffectively perform their functions as such.
These orientations shall be conducted at the CENRO level in coordination with the
Regional Human Resources Development Scrvice.

The orientation shall consist of, but not limited to, the [ollowing and other
topics contained in the Handbook on Natural Resources Laws Enforcement:

7.1 Basic knowlcdge on forest laws, rules and regulations;
7.2 Basic investigation work;
7.3 Basic preparation of complaints, {iling of cascs in court; and

7.4 Functions and duties of a DENRO/SDENRO.

The deputation order and the corresponding identification card shall be given after
the DENRO/SDENRO shall have attended the orientation.

To update DENROs/SDENROs on the latest developments on cnvironment and
natural resources scetor, including taws, rules and regulations, trainings shall be
undertaken as often as may be necessary within the regional level.

DENRO/SDENRO whose deputation orders: are still valid must participate in
scheduled training. Failure to attend such training will be a ground for the automatic
revocation of their deputation orders unless justified by non-existence of training within
their arca of assignment.

Section 8. Revocation/Termination of the Deputation Order. The
Deputation Order of DENRO/SDENRO may be revoked by the approving authority on
the following grounds:

8.1 When the specilic case that gave rise to the approval and issuance of the Spccial
Deputation Order is terminated or ceases 10 exist cven prior 1o the expiration of
the said deputation order;

8.2 When the DENRO/SDENRO is found to be inclfective in the implementation of
DENR laws, rules, and regulations based on the performance cvaluation as
provided for in Section 9 hereof;



[o.q]
(W8]

When found to have committed an act or acts in violation of the regulatory
functions of the DENR without prejudice to the filing of criminal charges; and

8.4 When the DENRO/SDENRO fails to attend trainings referred to in Section 7
hereof.

Section 9. Performance Evaluation of DENRQ/SDENROQ. The
performance and compliance of the DENRO/SDENRO with the provisions of this Order
shall be evaluated by the Community Environment and Natural Resources Officer using
the criteria and cvaluation form 1o be prescribed by the Undersecretary for Field
Opcrations.

Section 10. Renewal of Deputation Order. Duly accomplished
performance cvaluation form for DENRO/SDENRO will be the sole basis for renewal.

Recommendations {or the rencwal of deputation orders for DENRQO with
satisfactory or bciter rating shall be forwarded by the Regional Exccutive Director
concerned to the Office of Underscerctary for Field Operations who is hereby authorized to
approve such renewals.,

Rencewal of deputation orders for SDENRO shall be issued by the Regional
Exccutive Dircctor subject to clearance by the Assistant Sccretary lor Field Opcrations
concerned.

Section 11. DENRO/SDENRO Desk. A Special desk for
DENRO/SDENRO within each CENRO shall be created to have complete control and
supervision over DENROs/SDENROs operating within its jurisdiction.

Monthly reports on the activities and accomplishments of DENROs/SDENROs
and reports on deputation orders issued shall be submiticd to the Office of the

Undcerscerctary for Ficld Operations.

Section 12. Repealing Clause. All orders, ciurculars, mcmorand:
inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed and/or amended accordingly.

Section 13. Effectivity. This Order shall take cffect immediately.

FULGENCIO S. FACTORAN, JR.
Sceretary
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