Administrative Order

No. 24
May 3,

1991

SUBJECT: Shift in Logging from the Old Growth
(Virgin) Forests to the Second Growth
(Residual) Forests

Pursuant to DENR's mandatc 1o manage the natural forest resources on a

sustainable basis, and in accordance with the recommendations of the Philippine Masier
Plan for Forestry Development and the Natural Resources Management Program, the
following arc hereby issucd for the guidance of all concerned:

1.

Logging in the old growth (virgin) forcsts shall henceforth be prohibited starting
01 January 1992, These {orests will form part of the permanent national forest
cstate primanly under the Integrated Protected Arca System (IPAS).

Logging opcrations shall, beginning 01 January 1992 shift to the sccond growth
(residual) forests, except on the following arca wherc logging shall also be
prohibited; arcas with slope of 50% and grealer, in areas above 1000 meters
clevation, within 20-mcters of either side of strcam bank for strcam bank
protection, wilderness areas, proclaimed walershed reservation, in arcas identified
with historical value and in other arecas proclaimed for ccological and
environmental protection.

Along this line, and to guide DENR in this policy shift Timber License
Agrecement (TLA) and Timber Production Sharing Agreement (TPSA) holders are
required 1o conduct at Icast a live percent (5%) cstimate or any statistically sound
umber inventory of their second growth (residual) forests as follows:

3.1 In arcas which have been togged 25 years ago or older, the results of the
inventory shall be submitted 1o the DENR within six (6) months from

datc of this Order.

3.2 In arcas which have been logged 1-25 years ago, the inventory results
shall be submiticd within one (1) year from datc of this Order.

The operable residual forests shall be stratified or blocked 1n such a manner that
the timber inventory is conducited in each block as follows:

4.1 25 years or older
4.2 20-25 years
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9.

10.

4.3 15-20 ycars
4.4 10-15 ycars
4.5 5-10 yecars
4.6 1-5 years

Technical personnel of the DENR ficld offices where the TLA/TPSA arcas are
located, shall prepare the inventory sampling design and likewise undertake the
umber nventory in accordance with the guidclines prescribed therefor. The
results of the timber inventory shall be the basis in determining which
TLA/TPSA holders shall be allowed to continue to operate in CY 1992 and
thercafter. These results shall also be used in the computation of the Annual
Allowable Cut (AAQ).

The DENR Central Office/Forcst Management Bureau (FMB) shall conduct
random check/ficld validation of the timber inventory results submitted by the
ficld offices 1o ensure the reliability and accuracy of the timbcer resources data.

All expenses incidental to the conduct of the umber inventory shatl be borne by
the TLA/TPSA holders. The necded amount shall be deposited under trust with
the Cashier of the concerned DENR Ficld Office and shall be disburscd in
accordance with existing government accounting and auditing regulations.

TLA/TPSA holders who fail 10 submit the results of the timber inventory as
prescribed in provision No. 3 hereof, shall be dcemed 1o have forleited their
rights Lo continuc logging operations.

Three (3) ceruficd true copies of this Order shall be furnished the UP Law Center
for publication in the National Administrauve Register in consonance with the
Administrative Code of 1987.

This Order shall 1ake cffcct immediately.

FULGENCIO S. FACTORAN, JR.
Sccretary



