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Environment and Natural Resources Officers (CENRO) where the ancestral land 

claim is situated. 

 

 Sec. 2. The Special Task Force or the CENRO concerned, as the case 

may be, shall accept applications of ancestral land claims provided that proofs of 

such claims shall accompany the application form, including but not limited to 

any of the following:  

 

a. Tax declarations and proofs of payment of taxes 

b. Survey plans and/or sketch maps 

c. Spanish documents 

d. Historical accounts 

e. Anthropological data 

f. Ancient documents 

g. Pictures of burial grounds 

h. Write-ups on customs and traditions 

i. Pictures of old improvements such as trees, stone wallings, ricefield, 

orchards, farms, monuments, houses and other old structures. 

j. Written and oral testimonies under oath of living witnesses 

k. Traditional structures of indigenous social and government systems, 

with names of recognized leaders (Masicampo, Panglima, etc.) 

l. Geneologic surveys 

m. Other documents directly or indirectly attesting to the long term 

occupation of the area which show  possession since time 

immemorial, or through their predecessors-in-interest, in the concept 

of owners and in accordance with their customs and traditions. 

  

 Sec. 3. The Special Task Force or the CENRO concerned, as the case 

may be, may require from each ancestral land claimant, the submission of such 

other documents, sworn statements and the like, which in its opinion, may shed 

light on the veracity of the contents of the application/claim. 

 

 Sec. 4.  In the filing of applications, ad ancestral land claimant shall 

present the original documents in support of his application. The Special Task 

Force or the CENRO concerned shall compare the same with photocopies thereof 

and if found to be faithful reproductions, shall authenticate the same; thereafter, 

the authenticated copies shall be accepted and the originals will be returned to the 

claimant. 

 

 Sec. 5. All applications and statements made in connection with the 

ancestral land claims shall be under oath. The application shall state therein that 

any false statement made may result in criminal liability. 








