Memorandum Order
No. 97-08

September 9, 1997

SUBJECT : Transitory Guidelines for the
Implementation of DENR Administrative
Order No. 97-23, Updating Department
Administrative Order No. 34, Series of
1990, Otherwise Known as the Revised
Water Usage Classification/Water
Quality Criteria Amending Section No. 68
and 69, Chapter III of the 1978 NPCC
Rules and Regulations

To keep in line with internationally-used basis, DENR
Administrative Order No. 97-23 (DAO 97-23) has revised the method for
determining compliance with the water quality criteria for fecal coliform
for tourist zones and bathing areas in tourist zones, from obtaining the
three (3) month geometric mean of the Most Probable Number of coliform
organism to the geometric mean of the results of at least five (5)
consecutive sampling events.

In recognition of the soundness of the method which is now
embodied in DAO 97-23, to ensure that the time spent and effort exerted
in obtaining water samples before the effectivity of DAO 97-23 are not
rendered useless by said amendment, and to ensure a smooth transition
from the old to the new basis, it is hereby declared that the results of
physical, chemical, and bacteriological analyses of samples taken not later
than two (2) months before the effectivity of DAO 97-23 may be
considered in determining compliance with DAO 97-23.
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This Order shall take effect immediately.

(Sgd.) VICTOR O. RAMOS
Secretary
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