: Republic of the Philippines
Congress of the Philippines
Setro Manila

Cuwelftly Congress

Third VBegular Sression

Begun and held in Metro Mania, on Monday, lho twenty-eighth day of
July, two thousand three.

—_—

[ REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9275 ]

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A COMPREHENSIVE WATER
QUALITY MANAGEMENT AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Philippines in Congress assembled:

CHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1
Declaration of Principles and Policies

SECTION |, Short Title. - This Act shall be known as the
“Philippine Clean Water Act or 2004."



Sec. 2. Declaration of Policy.

nomi iuammet;o
wﬁumﬁmaumammwmm
waters. To achieve this end, the framework for sustainable development
shall be pursued. As such, i shall be the policy of the Sute:

To streamline and in the prevention,
mao‘l)ndomm of pollution of country's mmpmomur.

protection, water supply, public health and quality of life;

To formulate an integrated water quality management

hme:)ofkw proper delegation and effective coordination of

¢) To promote commercial and industrial processes and products
lhnm):euvixounmtﬁiendlyndmgycﬂiclm

To er= cooperation and self-regulation among citizens
and :n?hm-:s mm application of incentives and market-based
instruments and to promote the role of private industrial enterprises
in shaping its tory profile within acceptable boundanes of
public health environment;

g) To provide for a con:rte_bensive management program for
water pollution focusing on pollution preventipn;

h) To promote public information &nd education and to

encourage the participation of an informed and active public in water
- quality management and monitoring; .

i) To formulate and enforce 2 system of accountability for short
and long-term adverse environmental impact of a project, program or
activity; and

j) To encourage civil society and other sectors, particularly labor,
the academe and business undertaking environment-related activities
in their efforts to organize, educate and motivate the people in
addressing environmental issues and problems at the local
and national levels.

Sec. 3. Coverage of the Acr ~ This Act shall apply 10 water
quality management io all water bodies: Provided, That it shall primanily
apply to the abatement and control of pollution from land based

sources: Provided, further, That the water quality standards and
reguhtiommdthccwi!lhbﬂityndpml‘pmithmmuz
shall be enforced irrespective of sources of poliution.

Article 2
Definition of Terms
Sec. 4. Definition of Terms. - As used in this Act:

a) Aquifer - means a layer of water-bearing rock located
that transmits water in sufficient quantity to supply
pumping wells or natural springs.
b) Aquatic life - means all organisms living in freshwater,
brackish marine environments.

¢) Beneficial use - means the use of the environment or any
element or se thereof conducive to public or private welfare,
uﬁety‘l;d : and shall include, but not be limited to, the use of
water for domestic, municipal, irrigation, power generation, fisherics,
lmknkhz.indmiif.rl;augwnlndmhﬂm

I. Use of water for domestic - means the utilization
of water for dnnking, wuhmg./o' mwmohn'gaodmhomehold
needs, home gardens and watering of lawns or domestic animals;

2. Use of water for municipal purposes - means the utilization
of water for supplying water requirements of the community;

3. Use of water for irrigation - means the utilization of water
for producing agricultural crops;

4. Use of water for power gemeration - means the utilization of
water for producing electrical or mechanical power;

5. Use of water for fisheries - means the utilization of water for
the propagation of culture of fish as a commercial enterprise;

6. Use of water for livestock raising - means the utlization of
water for large herds or flocks of animals raised as 2 commercial
enterprise;

7. Use of water for industrial purposes - means the utilization
of water in factories, industrial plants and munes, including the use of
water as an ingredient of a finished product; and

8. Use of water for recreational purposes - means the utilization
of water for swimming pools, bath bouses, boating. wate skiing, golf
courses and other similar facilities 1n resorts and other places of
recreation.



d) aamﬁcadonlkulmqﬁwwa of Philippine Waters — means

cmgoumu;nofanm &hngm:{awmn(.ﬁmngom
following: body of water, size, depth,
:ﬁcemcgm jon, rate of flow and of

stream;  (3) mnbeneﬁchlmsﬁngmdmmofu bodies of

and groundwater to ﬁ'ompo and l:m:dom wastes,
agricultural chemicals and underground storage tanks of petroleum
products.

¢) Civil Society - means nongovernment organizations (NGOs)
and people’s organizations (POs)

f) Cleaner production - mhmha&mdmm
entive environmental strategy to processes, produc es to
mcaemcimymdreduoembwbmmndtbeenvmmt

g) Clean-up operations - mmmahvomﬂwmvd
f poliutants discharged illed into a water body and its
::us.mddnmon ha&cﬂmw&ﬁm
chemical and biological state or conditions. -

hY Contamination - means the introduction of substances not
found in the natural composition of water that make the water less
desirable or unfit for intended use,

1‘ Department - means the Department of Environment and
Resources.

j) Discharge includes, but is not limited to, the act of spilling,

leaking, pumping, pouring, emi tying, releasing or
mmul::g.a water bodyn:&om?hnd ﬁomwlnchltm

otdmnimomdmm

k) Drinking water - means water intended for human
consumption or for use in food preparation.

1) Dumping - means any unauthorized or illegal disposal into
any body of water or land of wastes or toxic or hazardous material:
Provided, That it does not mean a release of effluent coming from
commercial, industrial, and domestic sources which are within the
effluent standards.

m) Effiuent - means discharges from known source which is
passed into a body of water or land, or wastewater flowing out of a
nnﬁmagpm.mdusculphmuhdmgdommudmd

recreational
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n) Effluent standard - means any legal restriction or limitation
on quantities, rates, and/or concentrations or any combination thereof,

of physical, chemical or biological of effluent which a person
orpommhanowdmdn:megoabodyofmnuwhﬁ.

o) Environmental management - means the entire system which
includes, but is not limited to, conservation, regulation and ménimization
of llution, clean production, waste ement, environmental law

policy, environmental education and information, study and
mmpuon of the environmental impacts of human activity, and
environmental research.

) Environmensal ent system - means the o!’ the
overall management system that includes organizati r
planning activities, practices, procedures, processes
resources for developing, mlcmnnng, achieving, reviewing ud
maintaining the eavironmental policy.

q) Freshwater - means water conmmng less than 500 ppm
dissolved common salt, sodium chloride, such as that in groundwater,

rivers, ponds and lakes.

r) Groundwater - means a subsurface water that occurs beneath
a water table in soils and rocks, or in geological formations.

s) Groundwater vulnerability - means relative ease with which
a contaminant located at or near the land surface can migrate to the
aquifer or deep well,

1) Groundwater vulnerability map - means the identified areas
ofﬂnhndmﬁccwbuemundwanerqmmyumumkfmm
human activities and shall reflect the different
vulnmbxhrybmdonanngeofmlpropmudhydmgeol
criteria 1o serve as guide in the protection of the groundwater
contamination.

u) Hazardous waste - means any wasie or combination of
wastes of solid, liquid, contained gaseous, or semi-solid form which
cause, or contribute 10, an increase in mortality or an increase in serious
irreversible, or incapacitating reversible illness, taking into account
toxicity of such waste, its persistence and degradability in nature, its
potential for sccurnulation or concentration in tissue, and other factors
that may otherwise cause or contribute to adverse acute or chronic
effects on the health of persons or organjsm.

v) JIndustrial waste - means any solid, semi-solid or liquid waste
material with no commercial value released by a manufacturing or
processing plant other than excluded material

w) Integrated Waier Quality Management Framework - means
the policy guideline integrating all the existing frameworks prepared by
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government agencics on water ity involving pollution from all
.Fm S u;dm hu(v;oqrukdsh:% c:;nuia the folkzw)ing: (a)
water quality goals targets; period o liance; (c) water
llution ?onuol strate ?es techniques; (!) water quality
information and education program; and (¢) human resources

development program.

Margin - means a landward and outer limiting edge adjacent
mthe‘gotdccfat}ymmbodiuoramﬁtbeyoodwh«eamdon

zone ceases to exist.
y) National Water Quality Status Report — means a to
the icating: (2) the location of water
B B tees vier qualey, aking juto sccpn seasocal, il and other
varistions, existing and potential uses and sources of pollution
- ific pollutant and pollution load assessment; (b) wmrquﬁg
m@mpmﬂm&miof&u&t;ud(c) water
cation.

z) Nonm-point source - means any source of pollution not
identifiable as point source to include, but not be limited to,
from irrigation or rainwater which picks up pollutants from farms and
urban arcas.

aa) Point source - means any identifiable source of poliution with
specific point of discharge into a particular water body.

bb) Pollutant - shall refer to substance, whether solid, liquid,
gasecous or radioactive, which directly or indirectly:

i) alters the quality of any segment of the receiving water
wugaﬂ‘ectotmdtoaffectldvmlyanybmnddmethcm.

(i) is hazardous or potentially hazardous to health;

iii) imparts objectionable odor, temperature change, or ical,
chenﬁ(cal)wbiologicl,lchangewmynpmsuotlhemm ; of

(iv) is in excess of the allowable linuts or concentrations or
quality standards specified, or in contravention of the condition.
limitation or restriction prescribed in this Act.

cc) Pollution control technology - means pollution control
devices or apparatus, processes, or other means that effectively prevent,
control or reduce pollution of water caused by effluents and other
discharg ndud? from any point source at levels within the water pollution
sta .

ddy  Potentially infectious medical waste - includes islation
wastes, infectious agcuts, human blood and blooa products,
pathological wastes, sharps, body parts, contaminated bedding, surgical

cretary - means
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).

Sewage - means water-borne human or animal wastes,
exe oil or oil wastes, removed from residences, buildings,
mm.mﬁeemuHmmmuummm
such waste from vessels, offshore structures, other tack
to receive or retain wastes, or other places or the combination thereof,

hh) Sewerage - includes, but is not limited to, any system or
network of pipelines, ditches, channels, or conduits including pumping
stations, lift stations and force mains, service comnections
other constructions, devices, and appliances appurtenant thereto,
involves the collection, transport, pumping and treatment of sewage
to a point of disposal.

if) Shudge - means any solid, semi-solid or liquid waste or residue
generated from a wastewater treatment plant, water y trea'ment
plant, or water control pollution facility, or any other waste having
similar characteristics and effects.

ji) Surface water - means all water which is open to the
atmosphere and subject to surface runoff

kk) Treatmen: - means any method, technique, or process
desi to alter the physical, chemical or biological and radiological
character or composition of any waste or wastewater to reduce or
prevent pollution. X

Il) Toxic amount - means the lowest amount of concentration
of toxic pollutants which may cause chronic or long-term acute or lethal
conditions or effects to the aquatic life or health of persons or which
may adversely affect designated water uses.

mm) Waste - means any material either solid, liquid, semisolid,
contained gas or other forms resulting from industrial, commercial,
mining or agricultural operations, or from community and houschold
activities that is devoid of usage and dlscarded.

nn) Wastewater - means waste in liquid state containing
pollutants,



00) Water body - means both natural and man-made bodies of
B g coaots, s, sinks, poads, agoons
ifers, , Springs, streams, Tivers, , lagoons,
water reservoirs, lakes, bays, estuanne, coastal and marine waters.
Water bodies do not refer to those constructed, developed and used
purposely as water treatment facilities and/or water storage for
recycling and re-use which are integral to process industry or
manufacturing.

Water pollution - alteration of the i
cbcmpcﬂ otabiolg;"c:l or ng:col‘:'p;y pcopenie:oot a wnpt:y’b.:l‘y
resulting in the impairment of its purity or quality.

qq)Wavqwltlyomnutbcchaxmisﬁcaofmmwbkh
define its use in terms of physical, chemical, biological, bacteriological
o:ndi:}’oﬁalchmtmuabywhichthewcepuﬁlityofmh
evaluated.

) Water quality guidelines - means the level for a water
constituent or numerical values of physical, chemical, biological and
bacteriological or radiological parameters which are used to classify
water resources and their use, which does not result in si
health risk and which are not intended for direct enforcement but only
for water quality management purposes, such as determining time
trerds, : of deterioration or enhancement of the water
quality, and as basis for taking positive action in preventing, controlling
or abating water pollution.

ss) Water Qualz Management Area Action Plan - includes,
but oot be limited to, following: (a) goals and targets including
sewerage or scptage programy;, (b) schedule of compliance to meet the
applicable requirements of this Act; (c) water pollution control
strategies or techniques; (d) water quality information and education
program; (e¢) resource requirement and possible sources; (f)
enforcement procedures of the plan; and (g) vewards and incentives
under Chapter 4 of this Act.

CHAPTER 2
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

Article |
General Provisions

Sec, 5. Water Quality Management Area. - The i
coordination with Nationa Wucrgkuomm Board (Bm:;:m s'l:’u‘;ll

designate certain areas as water quality management areas using . |

appropriate physiographic units such as watershed, river basins or

9

water tesources regions. Said management areas shall have similar
hydrologizal, hydrogeological, meteorological ar geographic conditions
which affect the physicochemical, biological and bacteriological
reactions and diffusions of pollutants in the water bodies, or otherwise
‘h‘;:ob commen interest or face similar development programs, prospects,
or lems.

demnapmmmtuubegokudbyagovmm
composed of ives of mayors and govemors of member local
government. units (LGUs), and representatives of relevant national
pvwmalynmdmmnlmm
water utility sector, and business sector. The Department
:ﬁmmmmnchwﬁemmboud. In the case of the LGUs

memberships on more one (1) management board, the LGU
Mwwymgl)mummvebrmﬂumm
arcas where it is a .

The g ing board shall formulate strategies to coordinate
policies necessary for the effective implementation of this Act in
accordance with those established in the framework and monitor the
compliance with the action plan.

Each management area shall create a multi-sectoral group to
establish and effect water ity surveillance and itoring network
inchuding sampling and other similar activities. group
shall submit its report and recommendation to the chairman of the
goveming board.

A technical secretariat for each management area is hercby

created which shll‘:: part of the D nt m ?:ll provid;
technical n?ponlo governing They compose
of at least our (4) members who shall have the following minimum
qualifications:

a) One (1) member shall be a member of the Philippine Bar;

b) One (1) member shall be & Chemical Engineer, Chemist,
Sanitary Engineer, Environmental Engineer or Ecologist or have
significant training and experience in istry;

¢) One (1) member shall be a Civil Engineer or Hydrologist or
have significant training and experience i closely related fields and
mainly experience on ground water, respectively; and

d) Onpe (1) member shall be a Geplogist or Biologist or have
significant training and experience in closely related fielkds.

The arcas within the jurisdiction of the Laguna Lake
Development Authority (LLDA) shall be designated as one management
area under the administration of LLDA in accordance with Republic
Act No. 4850, as amended: Provided, however, That the standards



10 .

omulgated pursuant to this Act and wastewater charge system
gab‘ dpsmmhueofshnbeenfmedinnidm

SeC. 6. Management Non-attainment Areas. - The Department
shall designate water bocﬁfes. or portions thereof, where specific
Mhmm«mmmmmw
water quality idelines as non-attainment areas for the exceeded

gﬂmd@lmﬂlmwymmunow

a i mn from sources:
Provided, That if the pollutant is naturally occurving, e.g. high
boron and other elements in areas, discharge of such

pollutant may be allowed: vided, further, That the effluent
concentration of discharge shall not exceed the naturally occurring level
of such pollutant in the ares: Provided, Sinally, That the effluent

tion and volume of di shall not adversely affect water

concentra ¥
. supply, public health and ecologital protection.

The t shall, in coordination with NWRB, Department
of Health Wo{Aggaﬂm(D..\).Mbwdmd
other concerned government agencies and private ssctors shall take
such measures as may be necessary to upgrade the quality of such
water in pon-attainment areas to meet the standards under which it
has been classified

ing of water quality shall likewise include undertakings
which improve the water quality of a water body to a classification
that will meet its projected or potential use.

The LGUs shall prepare and implement contingency plans and
other measures including relocation, whenever necessary, for the
protection of health and welfare of the residents within potentially

affected arcas.

Sec. 7. National Si and Septage Ma ent Program.
- The Department of Public Works and Highwiys (DPWH), through
its relevant attached agencies, in coordination with the Department,
LGUs and other concerned agencies, shall, as soon as possible, but
hmmmeedingapaiodo(mlve(n)mduﬁomd;dcmmy
of this Act, a national on sewers e
i [ Gormection with decon § Mot © T

Such shall inciude a priority listing of , seplage
and combined sewerage-septage projects for LGUs based on
population deasity and growth, degradation of water resources,
?PW- geology, vegetation, jects for the rehabilitation

existing facilities and such other factors that the Secretary may deem
relevant to lhegowcnon of water quality. On the basis of such
pational listing, national government may allot; on an anmal basis,
wfunds for the construction and rehabilitation-ofrequired facilities,

..

EachLGUdnllxsmpmhelhenecesuryhnd.imMinglha
required rights-of-way/road access to the land for the construction of
the sewage and/or septage treatment facilities.

Each LGU may raise funds to subsidize necessary expenses for
the operation and maintenance of sewerage treatment or septage facility
servicing their arca of jurisdiction through local property taxes and
enforcement of a service fee system .

Sec. 8. Domestic Sewage Collection, Treatment and Disposal.
- Wimhﬁn(ﬂdyw:bwmeeﬁecﬁﬁryddamghqm
vested to provide water supply and sewerage facilities and/or
concessiomn'esiaMmMnmhmdthi&.l urbanized cities
(HUCs) as defined in Republic Act No. 7160, in imation with LGUs,
shall be required to connect the existing sewage line found in all
subdivisions, condominiums, commercial centers, hotels, sports and
mwmwmmm.mcwmm
cmn and other similar establishments including households to
availsble sewerage system: Provided, That the said connection shall
be subject to sewerage services charge/fees in accordance with existing
laws, rules or regulations unless the sources had already utilized their
ownmng:hxﬂmm' Provided, further, That all sources of sewage
and septage comply with the requirements herein.

In areas not considered as HUCs, the DPWH in coordination with
the Department, DOH and other concerned agencies, shall employ
septage or combined sewerage.seplage management system.

For the purpose of this section, the DOH, in coordination with
other government agencies, shall formulate guidelines and standards
for the collection, treatment and disposal of sewage including
guidelines for the establishment and operation of centralized sewage
treatment system.

SEC. 9. National Water Quality Management Fund. - A water
quality management fund, 1o be administered by the m
coordination with other concerned agencies, as a special account in
the National Treasury is hereby established. The fund shall be used
to finance the following:

a) Finance containment and clean-up operations of the
government in water pollution cases;

b) Guarantee restoration of ecosystems and rehabilitation of
affected areas;

¢) Support research, enforcement mnd monitoring activities;
~ d) Provide technical assistance to the implementing agencies;

¢} Grant rewards and incentives;



f) Support information and educational campaign; and

Such other disbursements made solely for the prevention,
control or abatement of water pollution and management and
administration of the management areas in the amounts a i

the Department.
The fines imposed and damages awarded to the govemment
the Pollution Adjudication Board AB),proeeedlofpcmitsiuuz

the gross
- Disbursements from the fund shall be subject t usual
accounting and budgeting rules and reguhtion:.ub’ 2.9

Sec. 10. The Area ngualirym Fund, - The area
water quality management fund is hereby established for the
maintenance and up of the water in a water quality
management area. The shall be utilized for the grant of rewards

incentives for entities whose effluent discharges are better
m“wqmliycdwﬂaotgh;.mdmiﬁaﬁno?mcmoei
body of water, loans for acquisitions and repairs of facilities to reduce
mqandquunhtypfmmdbchrgs.wn;ulu
maintenance of the water bodies within the management area.

g
g€

An amount of not more than ten ent (10%) of the total
amount accruing to the funds mnuallypg:n be(nlloz::led for the

mforwamqmlitym&mnloﬂbeuushllmtom

Disbursements from the fund shall be subject to the usual
ace and budgeting rules and regulations. This fund shall be
managed by the Board of the comesponding management area.

Sec. 11. Water Quality Variance for Geothermal and O and
Gas Exploration. - The Department may provide variance in water
quality criteria and standards for geothermal exploration that encounters
reinjection constraints:~Provided, That there shall be provision for
adequate protection of beneficial use of water bodies downstream of

the geothermal project Provided, further, That this provision may be
appl‘;:duooilmdmexplomionudennnhedbytbebepm

Sec. 12. Categories of Industry Sector. - Within twenty-four

(24) mondge&om the effectivity of mudt?.w?&my tw%g) years
and publish a list of categories of indus sector for which effluent
will be ided for each signi wastewater parameter

per industry sector,
mwmmw&wmmmam
other parameters i associated to discharge of a particular
mwwﬁthﬁnmduq:i;mw
eding paragraph.
Asticle 2
Water Pollution Permits and Charges

Sec. 13. WumkaamSmmémbepmmM
implement a wastewater charge system in all mapagement areas
‘ i theumubhgionmdkcﬁmlwanm
through the collection of wastewater The system shall
be established on the basis of pagm to the government for

wastewater into the water bodies. Wastewater charges shall
{a) To piovide strong economic inducement for polluters to

modifythcirproductionotmucmlpmeumottoinvcstin
pollution control technology in er to reduce the amount of water

pollutants generated;

(b) Tocmuwofaam&uwmqmﬁtywwm
or improvement programs,

(c) Reflect damages caused by water pollution on the
surrounding environment, including the cost of bilitation;

(d) Type of pollutant;
(¢) Classification of the recei;rm water body; and
() Other special attributes of the water body.

The fee shall be based on the net waste load depending on the
wastewater charge formula which shall be established with due public
consultation within six (6) months from the effectivity of this Act
Provided, That net waste joad shall refer to the difference of the mitial
waste load of the abstracted water and the waste load of the final
effluent discharge of an industry: Provided, further, That o net waste
load shall be Jowes than the initial waste load: Provided, finally, That
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wmm:&ﬂm-ppiybwmmw
exploration.

pmnntbmismmnodybcch:gedm& reasoable
mmmumwm.mm‘mmmu
oomm.ivhguoummwmﬂuofmmm
effluent concentralion. .

authorizati Department
discharge wastewater: Provided, That the e permit shall
i others, the ity? and quality of that said

Effluent trading may be allowed per management area.

Article 3 L
Financial Liability Mechanism
SEC. 15. Financial Liability for Environmental Rehabilitation.

-mmp.mmnm@mmgmmdprqeapmpomto t
upenvi:omueanlgumteeﬁmd( GF)upanoflbecnvizmnenﬁl
attached to the environmental compliance certificate

to residential Decree No. 1586 and its implementing rules

of the ecosystems and specially the conservation of watersheds and
aquifers affected by the development, and the peeds of emergency
response, clean-up or rehabilitation of arcas that may be damaged
during the ’gogrnn'; or project's actual implementation. Liability for
damages Il continue even afler the termination of a program or
project and, until the lapse of a given period indicated in the
M compliance certificate, as determined by the Department.

Y ¢ v !

sed by the Department. Proponents required 1o
put up guamntee instruments shall furnish the Départment with
gvidcmeoflva_ﬂmeutofmchinmmuﬁmuaediudﬂmncm

Sec. 17. Programmatic Environmental Impact Assessment. — The
Department shall implement programmatic comlimce with the
environmental impact assessment system, as in the llowing types of

a) development consisting of a series of similar projects, or 2
project subdivided into scveral phases andor sta whether situated
macmﬂiguousamorgeomphicdlydispexu-md

b) development consisting of several components or a cluster
o(mjmwlmmdbmuumhnmbdnmnmm.mcxpm
p:omh:gm.madevelopmcmmidmuﬁedinaloalhndmc
plan.

Prognmmati:l:longl::;: with the environmental impact
assessment system 1 ided by carrying capacity assessmenis
determined from ecological profiles. Ecologiﬁ profiles shall identify
environmental constraints and opportunities in programmatic areas.
Programmatic assessment shall also take into account cumulative
impacts and risks,

Consistent with the provisions of the Local Government Code,
the Department may enter into agreement with LGUs to incorporate
programmatic environmental impact assessment into the preparation,
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uﬁl:fuotmisionofloullmdmphmmdmmw
P

Sgc. 18. Environmental Impact %ﬂﬂw
W tandards. -
Compliance with Water Quelity SmC ed pursuaat to Republic

allow each regi i )
Act No. 791?(1;“'% law) to allocate effluent quotas to po
within its jurisdiction that qualify under an environmental

sources
impact assessment system grammatic compliance program in
i mnuumnnmmlsssmm&wm
and regulations.
CHAPTER 3
msm'lmowmm

ofmmmmwwm :t._s'wch.iuhllhve

2) m:WWan&ySmkmm
four (24) months from the effectivity of this Act: That the
Department shall thereafter review or revise and publish annually, or
as the need arises, said report;

b) quuemwdeQOhtmegm Framework
within twelve (12) moaths following the completion of the status report,

Prepare a tea (10) - Water Quality Management Arca
Acuo:)Plln m‘zhil'twelvg (1)2) xy:;ﬂs}ouowingzcmnof the
ﬁmwkﬁtachdedgmdmmgemamswaﬂmph
mumwummmmmm
evetyﬁve(S)y‘eanoru&eneedms; g

d) Pmpmandpubﬁshamﬁonﬂpo\mdmuvum:bimym
incorporating the prevailing standards and methodologies, within
twenty-four ?24) months after the effectivity of this Act;

¢) Enforce, review and revise within twelve (12) months from
the effectivity of this Act water quality guidelines after due
consultation with the concerned stakeholder sectors: Provided, That
mwmmmmwmmmmwmmmﬂ
said guidelines every five (5) years or as nced arises;

f) Review and set effluent standards every five (5) years from
the effectivity of this Act or sooner as determined by the Department:
Provided, That in the interim, the provisions of DENR Administrative
Order No. 35 of the Department shall apply: Provided, further, That
when new and more stringent standards are set in accordance with
this section, the Department may establish a grace period with a maximum

closure order against the industry” ) in the event such
operation seﬁmumdmvemtmﬂnenvmmt.mme
industry fails to institute retoo u g or establishing an

management system ).

g Bablishwithhtnlw(u)mhsﬁommeemm
this Act, 3 procedures for sampling and i
of pollutants and in coordination with other concerned agencics,
fmhnqmﬁngmoca&ruandeﬂabﬁshmmdiﬂﬁmmmfm
laboratories;

h) Within cighteen (18) months from the effectivity of this Act
and every two (2) years thereafter, categorize point and non-point
sources of water pollution;

i Chsifypmdwummwiﬁ:inm!w(l!)mhﬁom
the ivity of this Act;

DENR Administrative Order No. 34 shall :
such classification or reclassification take into tion the
mmofmheuumﬁdlitmmumexbﬁngmwu
effectivity of the Act Provided, furthermore, That the Department may
authorize the use of the wamforodwq{pmsthnmme
restrictive in classification: , finally, That di i

Provided, %m
from such use shall mest the effluent standards set by the

k) Exercise jurisdiction over all aspects of water pollution,
determine its location, magnitude, extent, severity, causes, elliects and
other i infomdononpolmion.mwukcmum,nsing
available methods and technologies to prevent and abate such
pollution;

1) Exercise supervision and control over all aspects of water
quality management,

m) Establish a cooperative effort in parmership with the

government, LGUs, academic institutions, civil society and the private
sector to attain the objectives of this Act;

n) Disseminate information and conduct educational awareness
and value formation programs and campaigns on the effects of water
poliution on health and environment, water quality management, and
resource conservation and recovery to encourage an environmentally
action-oriented society in coordination with government agencies
identified in Section 22 (f); ,
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Promote and encourage private and business sectors especially
mnu?a)ctnring and prqcemn:n plants the use of water uality

management systems but not limited to, i
P on an annual basis, to Congress the quality status

of water jes and othapctﬁneminfmtionmdgecomd
possible legislation, policies and programs for eavironmental
management and walter pollution control;

q)wmhndnnhdmfaﬂneﬂecﬁwi@mum
of&epwvhioHoflhisActz )

Issue orders against person or entity and impose fines,
m&uﬂoﬁamﬂwnomﬁmmm
mqmliqnguhdouandﬂ:eptwmomof Act;
for izgnedim c«mnr:spom to water related emergency
incidents;

1) Issue permits, clearances and similar instruments pursuant to
this Act; and

Exercise such powers and orm such other functions as

my:e)mmuy: myommez:;fecﬁmofmisAa.

Department shall ually devolve to the LGUs, and to the
w‘l;l:‘ boards the lutho"m‘ydlo administer some aspects of water
Mmmmﬁmmm@m;m&
wmmmmwofmmmg
mwmw‘:mm.umqum
bwdbsmdtexﬁnessandtcchncal.apabmrymmdemke

Sec. 20. Role of Local Government Units (LGUs). - LGUs shall
share the responsibility in the management and improvement of water
quality within their territorial junisdictions.

Each LGU shall within six (6) months after the establishment of

the water quality management area action plan prepare a compliance
scbe; inqwoordaocc thereof, subject to review and approval of the

governing board.

Each LGU shall, through its Environment and Natural Resources
Office (ENRO) established in Republic Act No. 7160, have the following
powers and 1ons:

a) Monitoring of water quality:

b) Emergency response;
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¢) Compliance with the framework of the Water Quality
Management Action Plan;

d) To take active participation in all efforts concerning water

¢) To coordinate with other agencics and civil
society and the concerned sectors in the implementation of measures
to prevent and control water pollution: Provided, however, That in
provinces/¢iti icipalities where there are no environment and
patural resources officers, the Jocal executive concerned may, with the
approval of the Secretary of the DENR designate any of his official
nndlotchkfofomeeptdenblytbemd ity ot municipal
agriculturist, or any of his employee: , That in case
an is designated as such, he nmist have sufficient
in environmental and natural resources mansgement, conservation and

/

SEC. 21. Business and Industry Role in Environmental
Management. - The Department and the LGUs, in coordination with
the appropriate govemment ies, and in consultation with the

business and industrial sectors ing chambers of commerce, shall
formulate appropriate incentives for the adoption of that
will preserve and protect our water bodies introduction

of innovative equipment and processes that ce if not totally
eliminate the discharge of pollutants into our water bodies.

SEC. 22. Linkage Mechanism. - The Department and its
into agreement 2 ies, i ial sector
other concerned sectors in the furtherance of the objectives of this
Act. The following agencies shall perform the functions specified

a) P ine Coast Guard in coordination with the DA and the
Department shall enforce for the enforcement of water quality standards
in marine waters, set pursuant to this Act, specifically from offshore
sources;

b) DPWH through its attached agencies, such as the MWSS,
LWUA, and including other urban water utilities for the provision of
sewerage and sanitation facilities and the efficient and safe collection,
treatment and ‘disposal of sewage within their area of jurisdiction,

:ZDA.shallcoordinu:withﬂanmminzbcformdmon
of guidelines for the re-use of wastewater for irrigation and other
agricultural uses and for the prevention, control and abatement of
pollution from agricultural and aquaculture activities: Provided, That
discharges coming from non-point sources be ca ized and further
defined pursuant to this Act: Provided, further, the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) of the DA shall be primanly
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responsib prevention and control of water pollution for the
devdopm:{o‘n::gmllndcmﬁondhﬁdnhmAmnc
resources;

DOH shall be primarily responsible for the promulgation,
revisiodznndntaemof&iﬂdnswamqmmym

i i i ther
¢) DOST, in cqordlutioa with the Department and ot
erned ies, shall are a program for the evaluation,

6 :gicfmtiont'm.i‘o'pmem mpublic dissemination of pollution
prevention and cleaner production technologies; and

. Ed - :
ng-ﬁtofﬁdmnon )"comndbal NHW:

, Department of 2
and i lnbm?on Agency (PIA) shall assist and
%umm : mep.gmdmplemnmn
of.wmm.:ivemdconpm_mg lic education and information
program pursuant to the objectives of this Act

SEC, 23. Reguirement ofkmmﬁ{&uy
ccess to Documents. - its duly
to Premises and 4 -”Mmmmhm&m

relevant materials as referred 0 in the herein preceding paragraph;
(':;’hspecu:;polhﬁonogmtzm.com device, monitoring
equﬁpcmmmmthodreqmd;md(c)mmydmhnge. .

In cases of fish kill incidence, the Bureau of Fisheries of the DA,
in the course of its investigation, may enter the premises of an
establishment reported to have caused said incident.

Sec. 24. Pollution Research and Development Programs. — The
Department, in coordination with the t of Science and
Technology (DOST), and other conc agencies and academuc
research mstimtion;& s::ll estlblisl:ndn uuolna: "“"cll;n and
development program prevention control of water pollution.
As part of said program, the DOST shall conduct and promote the
coordination and acceleration of research, investigation, experiments,
training, surveys and studies relating to the causes, extent, prevention
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and control of pollution among concerned government agencies and
research institutions,

CHAPTER 4
INCENTIVES AND REWARDS

SEC. ﬁ.Rm&.-MmmﬁaMMc&el
ided 1o individuals. bl Mo imeg ities, inchuding ci
society, that have undertaken outstanding i
technologies, processes and techniques or activities in water quality
management. Said rewards shall be sourced from the Water Quality
Management Fund herein created.

Sat:’;ong‘.'.= Inmﬁv;:‘&hm-Aigﬁmﬁvemhmkhaeb
ided i s, water districts (WD

ms‘risa.otpnvuemﬁﬁu,mdindiwdmhb?;velopaw
an effective water quality management, or ‘actively participate in any
program geared towards the promotion thereof as provided in this Act.

A. Non-fiscal Incentive

1. Inclusion in the Investments Priority Plan (IPP). - Subé'ea
to the rules and regulations of the Board of Investments 1),
industrial wastewater treatment and/or adoption of water polluti
control technology, cleaner production and waste minimization
technology shall be classified as preferred areas of investment under
iumuﬁpuiodtyphnuﬂshaneﬁoylheappliabhﬁsulmdm
fiscal incentives as may be provided for under the Omnibus Investment
Code, as amended.

Fiscal Incentives

1. Tax and Duty Exa‘lgwn' on Imported Capital Equipment -
Within ten (10) years upon the effectivity of this Act, gUs. WDs,
enterprises or private entities shall enjoy tax-and-duty-free importation
of machinery, equipment and spare parts used for industrial wastewater
treatment/collection and treatment facilities: Provided, That the
importation of such machinery, equipment and spare parts shall comply
with the following conditions:

2) They are not manufsctured domestically in sufficient quantity,
of comparable quality and at reasonable prices;

b) They are reasonably needed and will be used actually, directly
and exclusively for the above mentioned activities; and

c) Wnitten endossement by the Department that the importation
of such-machinery, equipment and spare parts would be beneficial to
environroental protection and management: Provided, further, That the
sale, transfer or disposition of such machinery, equipment and spare
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of scquisition shall be prohibited, otherwise the i
%.morpdmﬂﬁty_md&emmed CHAPTER 5 &
wmﬂnbeldﬂﬂﬂyhlbhbplymlhemofux CIVIL LIABILITY/PENAL PROVISIONS
and duty exemption given it. a
SEC. 27. Prohibifed Acts, - The followin acts are hereby
2 Tax Credit on Domestic Capital Equipment - Within ten (10) prohibited: - ot
ymﬁuhcmq?t;h‘mkmo;&xa@uqmvﬂmnou :
hundred percent of the value pational internal revenue : ; material
handred percen (o duties that would have been waived on the : ot o Dichargiog, deposiing of S wer bodles ox sloag the
my’qzmm:ﬁnmhd%mmm uﬁmm.m.mwn:c be liable to be
given to enterprses vate eatitics individuals, into surface water, either action. or by storm,
uummmpaﬁmmuumm ﬁmgmm-nwwdmuun‘wma patural
L water :
o Tcddm:dmmmm ” soil
- All legaces, b) Discharging, injecting or allowing o into the soil or sub-
entities and for the sdpport and maintenance of the program wﬂmmmmfmwwﬂp&?ﬁu.w In
for effective water management shall be exempt from donor’s fhe case of geothermal projects, and subject to the approval of the
muddnﬂhda&mulebmhmw““mfﬂ Depumu.nguhndmarg for short-term activites (e.g. well
income tax purposes. < testing, i conn;monmg‘ nm!eepre-injecﬁouof
geothermal liquids allowed: ‘safety measures are
micleldomwdto,utﬁordnmduymlh,
mwd __m‘ 7 s et I.M thﬂmmdhw
to be exchusively used water quality management programs ¢) Operating facilities that regulated water pollutants
b excrmpted from the payment of customs dutics and applicable intermal Mum%«muwmmm
‘f‘:’“m“;m“b'cm and/or malhﬁg-bf»mter d) olpou;mllyn&cmmdtalmmsu water
pollution control ces § classified as pioneer preferred
oo etent under the BOD's anmual priority plan and shall by vessels unless the bealth or safety of individuals on board the

for under Ommibus Investment Code, as amended. ¢) Unauthorized

transport or '
B 1 Assi o sludge or solid wmudeﬁnod lic Act No.-9003;
R T o f) Transpor, i ordisdmgeéfﬁéiﬁzil.edchc'miah.
ofuwwllﬂ mmmm’?‘h'.."hsmwsmﬁk substances or pollutants listed under Republic Act No. 6969;
Insurance System, and such other governmeat institutions providing > g) Operate facilities that discharge or sllow to secp;-willfully or
financial services shall, in w with and to the extent allowed . through gross negligence, E;ohibited chemicals, substances or
by the mbh:';‘hmggmwoum respective charters mogcu‘mb“bk. WDs, polhngnt‘lhcliﬂnd ?:“e: Republi At:t No. 6969, m«u bodies or
mﬁm&&rﬁ gl'.i"‘!ﬁ entities engaged in sewage collection and . "‘b‘"l"“l Mm. be "‘N‘. to be washed into such surface, ground,

- h) Undertaking activities or development and expansion of
C. Extension of Grants 0 LGUs ;tojgots._oc operating wastewater/sewerage facilities ‘in violation of
and mmmicipalities W b shall establish o¢ e mﬂmmleNo.lsssmdmn?lammmlu'mdmhm

1 A technical capab e required- discharge permit pursuant to this Act or parmit.was
revoked for any violation of any coadition therein; ~ B ol
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S5 ). Neacompliance of the LGU with the Water Quality Framework . In case of gross violation of this Act,.the PAB:shal} fssue x
g &memm In such a case, sanctions shall resolnnonwam‘mdin’g.-&m Wm‘
§.. be w_g{, the local government officials’ concerned; i :{n:eul charges against the violators, violation mean any-
;-\.'v_' G ) ?:’_.'_.._ AT . ) ¥ * s d . X : < 3 -:-;.":a'mii_a R ,,‘.'l.x.: :“i‘c «c %
B S e e ROy ey oo
e a—— o S  to Républic Act No. 6969 in foxic amotats; 3
s DRl S0 allow scosss by e Degurimalé 45 et Iport ' T sy G Mo T i ARG,
%: and records in accordance Acty-~ o St :t ! , m-w-s ﬁ-ﬁ”‘(s of:moresyiolations: within 2 pegiod-of wo (2} years;
Nt Ly o TR T i o e\ e = SATONT A RSN EREIIEI O DI s e A 1T
&2 -~ m) Refusal or failure-to submit reports whenever.fequired by S8 SR ATy TG
22 the D:})&Mh accordance with this' Act; = « . =% l < !bhw e
Yol S T L R T 0 payment of fines, breaking
n) Refusal or failure to designate.poliution control officers -\= of an ordet for: closure):
whenever required by the Department in with. this Act; and ¢ ey 3 TR
.. o using booster in ‘the” distribution system or [ less -than- Five hubdred -thousand pesos
iy mlL"u water supply mn such a-way 3s 1o alter orfmpair : than Three million
2% the water quality: - < PR S, AR R A i or impriscoment
1 R 28.." Fines, T
provided herein; any person who commits any of the prohibited acts ! officer or the offi
provided in the immediately  section or violates the herein provided: -.
ey gwm-..f&rm-pt its implementing. rules-and r=gulations, o
6% * ‘beufined by the Secretary, upon the recommendation of the, PAB-in For wviolatiors ‘falling under
the amount of not Jess than Ten thousand pesos (P10,000.00) nor more 979 or i
than Two hundred thousand pesos (P200,000.00) for every day of shall ‘be for-a
nare violationstThe fines-herein prescribed shall be increased by ten: percent (P50,000.00) nior more than One million
g d&munnﬂorm:mmﬁmus&:ﬁvm both, for each offense, without prejudi the civil
" or ar o ce o
Mof&?ﬂmyoquCM_wﬂ offender in accordance isth
5. development or conmstruction, or cessation_of operations or, where catity, then its officers, ‘directors, i
2 appropriate disconnection of water , until such time that responsible shall be held Lable: i
environmental safe are put in place and/or compliance with oil or other harmful substances are di i
==, Act or.its rules and regulations are -mpmﬂ’ﬁﬂ”n 4 of Presidential Decree No. 979 shall be liable for penalty of fine
be without prejudice to the issuance of an ex order such specified in the immediately ing paragraph and clearance of such
closure, ion of d or or cessation of vessel from the port of the Philippines may be withheld until the fine
W&epmdmyofdncm ” is paid and such penalty shall constitute a lien on such vessel which
’- o o % - may be vered in by libel in rem in the proper court
v = - Failure to undertake cle: mvﬂlﬁﬂ?.ﬂw which the vessel may be. The owner or operator of a vessel or facility
Srcage i shall be bym?nwmo ot less than which discharged the oil or other harmful substances will be liable to
mg)yunmdnotmthnﬁmr(d years .and a fine not less pay for any clean-up costs. :
than thousand pesos (P50,000.00) and not more than One bundred
: .a.,.,.ﬁmmoq.ooo.oo)pq day for each day of violation. Such Provided, finally, That water pollution cases involving acts or
'f‘ﬁﬂm«kmﬂwhwh(cm!umfmhjw«lmﬁf:gwﬂ omissions commutted within the Lagunas Lake Region shall be with
7" frpeversible water contamination o lmrm ‘coastal and marine in accordance with the procedure under R lic Act No, 4850 as
water shall be puni with impri not Jess than six (6) years amended. .
3z and ope (1) day and not more than twelve (12) years, and a fine of
é¥«  Five lundred thousand pesos (P500,000,00) per day for each day during 3 SEC. 29. Administrative Sartetions Against N jance with
o which the omission and/or conjamination. continues. - the Water Quality Management AYed-¥ction Plan. - Local government

officials concerned shall be subject to administrative sanctions in case
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flure 1o comp with their action plan in accordance with the
f:u?m pravisions‘zf Republic Act No. 7160.

CHAPTER 6

ACTIONS
Sec, 30. AMMAM-WMM»M@
othmm&anﬁwmmw

shall, on its own instance or verified complaint by any person, -
siministrative proceedings

ings in the proper forum against any

b) By any such order, rule or regulation issued by the
Department with respect to mc? standard or limitation.

CHAPTER 7
FINAL PROVISIONS

S!C-Sl.dpprpgmﬂom' . - An amount of One hundred million
(P100,000,000.00) shall be appropriated bunthc savings of the
Government to the for the initial implementation

Thereafter, the amount necessary to effectively carry out
the provisions of this Act shall be included in the General
ions Act of the year following its emactment into law and

32. implementing Rules and lations. - The Department,
i 'v'z’th the Commitices onkﬂvimm and Ecology of

of Representatives, respectively and other
concerned agencies, shall promulgate the implementing rules and
regulations for this Act, within cac 1) year after the enactment of this
Provided, That rules and regulations issped by other government
agaiuaﬁmwﬁdufotﬂwmvcnﬁonwmahmof
mmmxmmmmmmmum
tndugnhdouissuedbythebcmmm.wmb&emm

I

{ the implementing rules and regulations shall be
the m?cﬂ of public consultations with affected

g

shall be a mandatory review of the i ing rules and
and standards set pursuant to the provisions of this Act.

33, Joint Congressional Oversight Committee. - There i3
bereby created a Joint Congressional Oversight Comenittee to monitor

the implementation of this Act and to review the implementing rules .

CERTIFIED COPY

. RAFANAN

DIRECTOR IV

Records Office

resident of the Philippines
o

and regulations by the Department. The Committee shall
be composed o M()Seunmmdﬂveg)kmenndmmbe
appointed by the Semate President and the peaker of the House of

the
of such provision to other person or circumsiances
by such declration.
SEC. 36, Effectivity. - This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days

from the date of its publication in the Official Gazette or in at least

_two (2) newspapers of general circulation.

Approved,

DE VENECIA M.D {
Speaker of the Hi ident of the Senate
of Represeniatives

This Act which is a consolidation of Semate Bill No. 2115
House Bill No. 5398 was finally passed by the Semate and
House of Representatives on February 4, 2004.

FE

OSCAR ES
of the Senate

MACAPAGAL- 0YO.



